
Sermon Notes Dec 1,2019 
 

1.  To get a proper perspective of Christmas, you have to stand back and get a larger perspective. 

 

A.  You’ll never understand Christmas starting from today, and going forward. 

-  Christmas today is a distortion of God’s will for us. So let’s go back to the beginning. 

 

 

B.  Gen 1:1 

      In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 

C.  The word created is “ex nihilo”  which means something from nothing. 

-  God simply spoke things into existence that never were before. 

The universe, the sun, moon, stars, plants, animals and humans. The atmosphere, light, dark, sunshine and rain. 

Gravity, physics, chemistry, mathematics, emotions, feelings, desire and free will. 

-  They all came from God. 

 

2.  And now the word for “God” needs to defined.  

  

A.  The definition of God comes from context. 

-  In Gen 1:1 the word God stands for the “Godhead” the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

-  This happens only 10% of the time in scripture.  

-  The other 90% of the time, the word God is interpreted as God the Father. 

 

3.  And so according to Genesis 1:1 Jesus created during the 6 days of creation. 

 

A.  Here are some other biblical references to Jesus being the Creator 

 

John 1:3 

Through him [Jesus] all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

 

 

1 Colossians 1:16 

For by him [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  

 

Hebrews 1:2 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 

he made the universe.  

  

B.  And God said that “It was good” as recorded in Genesis. 

-  Jesus spoke things into existence, as did the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

C.  And so Jesus had a pre-existence before his physical birth. 

-  Jesus is without beginning or end. 

 

 
4.  And then sin entered the picture. 

 



A.  It began when Satan tried to overthrow God in heaven and was cast out along with the other 

rebellious angels. 

-  They were sent to the earth and deceived Adam into disobeying God and then everything changed. 

-  Man was now a servant of sin and death. 

-  They were bound for death and destruction. 

 

 

B.  What is interesting is that everything is in the process of dying. 

-  Our sun, our planet, the universe. 

-  It even extend to our physical bodies and our relationships. 

 

 

5.  But the God of Grace and Mercy entered into the picture. 

  

A.  God is an active God. 

-  In the Garden, after Adam sinned, God prophesied that a Savior would be born and He would set things 

right. 

 

Gen 3:15  

And I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your 

head and you will strike his heel. 

 

 

B.  Adam and Eve were then kicked out of the garden  

-  But they took God at His word and began to name their children names of hope and redemption. 

 

 

C.  And the fulfillment of the promise to Adam came in Jesus’ birth.  

-  And so after many years, God decided to bring forth the Christ Child. 

-  And once again it was a new creation, the 2nd Adam. 

-  And so Jesus was born by the virgin Mary through the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

6.  And so the concept of the incarnation, God becoming human, flesh and blood, became a reality. 

 

A.  John 1:1-5 and 14 

 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in 

the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In 

him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 

 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 

only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

7.  What we have at Jesus’ birth is the creation of the 2nd Adam a sinless human. 

 

A.  Every person is born of the 1st Adam and is doomed to die. 

  

B.  Jesus comes along through the incarnation and is a new person.  

-  A person without sin.  

-  A person of hope.  



-  He is God himself, the 2nd Adam 

 

C.  And when we become believers, it is because of John 1:12-13 

 

12 to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

  

D.  That is how and why we are born again. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this 

is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has 

committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him 

who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

 

8.  But back to the birth of Christ. 

  

A.  There were other people involved in the birth of Jesus. 

-  There were people who God had touched and trusted. 

The 3 wise men knew. 

The shepherds found out. 

The angels were clued in. 

 

 

B.  And Joseph and Mary were at the center of it all. 

-  Think of the trust God had in Joseph to hear from the angel about a virgin birth. 

-  The concept of the incarnation was furthest from anyones mind. 

-  Think of Mary and what it must be like to be told the Savior of the world, particularly your own savior, 

would come this way. 

 

C.  Jesus is not coming in an “In your face, here I come, back off.” way.  

-  Rather it’s God own way of bring His Son into the world.  

-  It was the simple act of a birth, a new birth, in a manger. 

 

D.  And the trust of God goes even further. 

-  Joseph and Mary will have to continue to listen and trust God as they will be instructed to leave Israel when 

Jesus is 2 years old to avoid the slaughter of the children by Herod. 

-  God will trust them to raise Jesus faithfully in Judaism knowing the way of God. 

 

 

9.  But still there is a problem. It’s our own personal problem with God 

 

John 1:9-10 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the 

world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his 

own did not receive him. 

 

A.  And here is the problem we have. 

  

B.  It was a problem since the beginning of time. 



-  It was King David’s problem and it is our problem.  

-  It is found in Psalm 51 

  

C.  David had been blessed by God.  

-  He was the King and yet he sinned and had no recourse to overcome it. 

-  David knows all too well his own sins.  

-  We think of it as a sin with Bathsheba or the killing of her husband Uriah.  

-  But David knows the real root of his sin is against God himself and there is nothing he can do and so Davis 

asks for “Something crested from nothing” 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 

D.  And that’s the essence of Christmas. 

 

10.  Christmas is the Reality of the Promise to Adam which is found in the Resurrection of Christ at 

Easter. 

 

A.  You can’t have Christmas without Easter 

  

B.  God is still a creating God.  

-  But now, He begins in your own heart with a new relationship to Him. 

-  And it is all about Jesus. 

  

C.  Jesus isn’t in the crib anymore.   

-  He isn’t even on the cross anymore.   

-  He wears a Crown and is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  

-  He is a risen Savior. 

 

 

D.  The meaning of Christmas is a new heart and a right spirit within you. 

-  The world wants us to focus’ only on December 25 because think they can can contain God. 

-  But Christmas is a way of life.   

-  It is the ministry and message of reconciliation. 

E.  And so for Christians,  

-  Christmas isn’t about WHAT you can give and receive.   

-  It is about WHO you receive and then give. 

 

 

It is about Creating within us a pure heart and renew a steadfast spirit. 

 

Psalm 51:1-10 (NIV) 

 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out 

my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so 

you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6 Yet you desired faithfulness 

even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and 

gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 


