
Sermon Notes Dec. 8. 2019 
Romans 15:7-13 (NIV) 

 

 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you 

that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the 

patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” 10 Again, it 

says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the 

peoples extol him.” 12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule 

over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

1.  Have you ever seen those 5 metal balls just hanging there  on a string and you take 1 ball and pull it 

back and let it go? 

 

 A.  Have you done it with 2 balls? 

  -  Happens again and again. 

  -  There goes 5 minutes of your time down the drain! 

  -  It is a sure thing. 

  -  Not like buying a lottery ticket or sitting on Santa’s lap asking for gifts. 

 

 

2.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13:13 

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

 A.  We have concentrated so much on love that we have neglected faith and hope 

  -  But all 3 go together 

 

 B.  Hope is the realization of the Promises of God and requires the appropriate action by 

believers    

  -  Faith is the mechanism to realize your Hope 

  -  Love is the Character involved to obtain Hope 

 

 

3.  The Definition of Hope 

  

 A.  In Scripture, hope is an indication of certainty.  

  -  Hope “a strong and confident expectation.”  

  -  Hope is similar to and based upon Trust. 

 

 B.  According to Proverbs 23:18;  

  -  Hope is a fundamental component of the life of the righteous. 

 

 

4.  The New Testament Idea of Hope  

 

 A.  Hope is the Recognition that in Christ  

  -  is found the fulfillment of the Old Testament Promises.  

 

 B. Christian Hope is rooted  

  -  in Faith in the Divine Salvation in Jesus Christ.  



 

 C.  Hope of Christians is brought into being  

  -  through the Presence of the Promise of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 D.  Therefore, Christian Hope  

  -  is the Future Hope of the Resurrection of the Dead, the promises given to Israel, the 

redemption of the body and of the whole creation, eternal glory, eternal life and the inheritance of the saints,  

   the return of Jesus Christ, our transformation into the likeness of Christ, the salvation 

of God or simply Christ Himself. 

 

 

5.  And so Christmas has to be seen in the light of Biblical Hope too. 

  

 A.  And Christmas must be seen from the beginning, not from today. 

  -  Christmas isn’t Santa Claus, gift giving, TV specials with Frosty, Charlie Brown, the 

Grinch, Hollywood or Country Stars singing in Prime time shows. 

 

 B.  Christmas is really part of the fulfillment of a battle plan against Satan and the evils of this 

world. 

 

 C.  Actually, Christmas is the demonstration of the love of God  

       for the world He created and desires to have fellowship with. 

 

 

6.  As I said last week, when Adam sinned and brought sin into the world, God stepped in a gave the 1st 

prophecy. 

 

 A.  Gen 3:15 says that God will provide someone from Eve who will take down Satan. 

  -  That’s why Satan hates the Jews. 

  -  That’s why Satan tried to wipe out Moses in the wilderness. 

  -  That’s why Satan used Herod to kill the Jewish boys 2 years old and under. 

  -  That’s why Satan tempted Jesus after His baptism  

  -  And ultimately Satan had Jesus crucified on a cross. 

 

 

7. And so Christmas was part of God’s battle plan for our redemption. 

  

 A.  On TV there are shows about WWII 

  -  The greatest tank battles. 

  -  The Battle of the Bulge in WWII 

  -  Did Hope take place during these episodes? 

  -  The soldiers when into battle not knowing the outcome. 

  -  But not so for Jesus.  

  -  He is the Hope of God for humanity.  

 

 

8.  In Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Rome, he concludes with  

 

      Romans 15:7 

 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you in order to bring praise to God. 

 

 A. The Exhortation to us, is to “Receive one another.” 

 



 B. The Standard of our Life, is Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

 C. Christ’s Relationship is to both Jews and Gentiles.   

  -  In Christ, we all should have Hope 

 

  Romans 15:8-9a 

   For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, 

so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed and, moreover, 

    that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 

 

 D.  In God’s Hope, there is The Promise of a Messiah  

  -  God sent the One and Only Savior for the world! 

  -  It is the Birth of Christ that changed the World. 

  -  And it is the acceptance of Christ in your Heart changes you. 

 

  E.  And in Godly Hope, There is also a Promise of a Kingdom    

  -  God sent the King to us in Luke 1:30-33 

  -  And if we are to live in God’s Kingdom, 

   then it is imperative that we know Kingdom Principles. 

 

 

9. And part of God’s hope is due to God’s Mercy. And because of hope and mercy, we can also Glorify 

the Lord 

 

 A.  4 Quotations concerning Gentiles Glorifying God in Rom 15  

 

  1)  9 As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises 

of your name.” 

 

  2)  10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

 

  3)  11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” 

 

  4)  12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule 

over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

 

 B.  Praise towards God comes from Hope fulfilled within us. 

 

 

10.  And finally Paul concludes with a Prayer of Hope  

 

 Romans 15:13 

 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

  A.  The God of Hope Brings us Blessings within our lives 

   -  The real Blessing of God is the Living Lord in your Life 

 

  B.  The Holy Spirit Creates within us an Abundance of Hope. 

   -  The Abundance of God is your life is when you give your life back to God. 

 


