
Church is hard. 
 

Church is hard for the person  

 walking through the doors, afraid of judgement. 

Church is hard for the preacher’s family, 

 under the microscope of an entire body. 

Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home,  

 broken and battered by the world. 

Church is hard for the girl  

 who looks like she has it all together, but doesn’t. 

Church is hard for the couple  

 who fought the entire ride to service. 

Church is hard for the single mom,  

 surrounded by couples holding hands, and seemingly perfect families. 

Church is hard for the widow and widower  

 with no invitation to lunch after service. 

Church is hard for the deacon  

 with an estranged child. 

Church is hard for the person singing worship songs,  

 overwhelmed by the weight of the lyrics. 

Church is hard for the man  

 insecure in his role as a leader. 

Church is hard for the wife  

 who longs to be led by a righteous man. 

Church is hard for the nursery volunteer  

 who desperately longs for a baby to love. 

Church is hard for the single woman and single man,  

 praying God brings them a mate. 

Church is hard for the teenage girl,  

 wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed of her mistakes. 

Church is hard for the sinners. 

Church is hard for me. 

 

It’s hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect.  

Sunday best in behavior and dress. 

However, underneath those layers,  

 you find a body of imperfect people, carnal souls, selfish motives. 

But, here is the beauty of church. 

Church isn’t a building, mentality, or expectation. 

Church is a body. 

Church is a group of sinners,  

 saved by grace, living in fellowship as saints. 

Church is a body of believers  

 bound as brothers and sisters by an eternal love. 

Church is a holy ground  

 where sinners stand as equals before the Throne of Grace. 

Church is a refuge  

 for broken hearts and a training ground for mighty warriors. 

Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation.  

 Where sin is confronted and hearts are invited to seek restoration. 

Church is a lesson in faith and trust. 



Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope. 

Church is a family.  

A family coming together,  

 setting aside differences, forgetting past mistakes,  

 rejoicing in the smallest of victories. 

Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints,  

 is where He resides, and if we ask, He is faithful to come. 

So even on the hard days at church, 

 the days when I am at odds with a friend,  

 when I’ve walked in bearing burdens heavier than my heart can handle,  

 yet masking the pain with a smile on my face, 

 when I’ve worn the pressures of the world, under the microscope,  

 when I’ve longed for a baby to hold, or fought tears as the lyrics were sung,     

             

             when 

I’ve walked back in, afraid and broken, after walking away. 

I’ll always remember that Jesus Christ has never failed to meet me where I am. 

 

 

Romans 5:1-5 

 

 1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we 

boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to 

us. 

 

 

1.  Thus far in Romans, Paul has spent considerable time detailing man's need for salvation.  

 

 A. From scripture, we have learned that man is a sinner and that he abides under the wrath of 

God. 

 

 B.  We have learned that nothing associated with religion, works, the Law, or with rituals can 

ever provide salvation to humanity.  

 

 C.  We have seen that we are totally dependent upon faith to bring us into a right relationship 

with the Lord.  

 

 D.  It all comes down to realizing that it is not what we do that makes the difference in the 

saving of our souls, it is all about Who we know.  

 

 E.  When we know Jesus, we have salvation, when we do not know Jesus, we are lost, 1 John 

5:12. 

 

2.  With this truth firmly nailed down, Paul now moves forward in his discussion of the Doctrines of 

Salvation.  

 

 A.  Now, Paul begins to tell his readers the Benefits of being Saved by Grace through Faith.  

 

 B.  In these first 5 verses of chapter 5,  Paul tells us “Why True Believers Can Rejoice in their 

salvation”.  



  1)  If you haven't been in a rejoicing mood lately, I want to show you why every child of God 

has the right to praise the Lord and be filled with "joy unspeakable and full of glory", 1 Peter 1:8. 

 

3.  Pauls wants us to know that after we are saved, we have a new Position before God 

 

 A.  As believers we are no longer at war with Him. 

  

 B.  We are His Children and part of His Family. 

 

 C.  We are citizens of the Kingdom of God, and there are Kingdom Principles we need to know 

and live by. 

 

4.  First, Our Position as Believers means that we are Accepted by God 

  

 A.  According to Paul, Salvation brings with it Peace with God!  

  1)  You see, every lost person is the enemy of God, Rom. 8:7.  

  2)  But, when that lost person turns to Jesus Christ by faith, God declares an end to the 

hostilities!  

  3)  God declares peace.  

  4)  He them brings that person into a right relationship with Himself.    

  5)  When Jesus is trusted by faith, that person enjoys immediate peace with God.  

 

 B.  What does this mean? 

  1)  God's wrath is turned away - Rom. 5:9. 

  2)  Heaven is satisfied - 1 John 2:2 

  3) Old enemies have been reconciled - 2 Cor. 5:18 

  

 C.  We don't make Peace with God, He made Peace with us at the Cross.    

  1)  Now, we must accept that and when we do, we are given peace with God.  

  2)  This is the first permanent blessing the every child of God receives at the very instant of 

salvation.  

  3)  We are accepted by God! We are at peace with Him! 

 

5.  Second, Because we now have Peace with God, We also have Access to Him. 

 

 A.  Scripture teaches us that through Jesus Christ, we have Direct Access to God Himself.  

  1)  The word “access” means “to enter the presence of the king.” 

  

 B.  This must have been a radical idea to Paul's readers.  

  1)  Most of them came from a religious background that demanded that a respectful distance 

be maintained between the worshiper and God.  

  2)  Think for a minute about the Temple!  

   -  Gentiles were restricted to the outer court of the Temple.  

   -  If they went any further in, they could be executed.  

   -  Women were restricted to "The Court Of Women".  

   -  Then, there was the "Holy Place”, where only the priests could minister.  

   -  Beyond this, there was the "Holy of Holies” where only the High Priest was 

permitted to enter this room, and then only once per year on the Day of Atonement,     

        -  The message was crystal clear: "Keep 

Your Distance!” 

  3)  Paul’s message is that through Jesus, we have full access to the Father in Heaven! 

 

6.  Third, We now also have Assurance before God 



 

 A.  Not only is there Peace with God and Access into God Presence, but the Believer also enjoys 

blessed, deep-settled Assurance of Salvation.    

  

 B.  Notice that the Assurance we have is two-fold. 

  1)  First, We have Assurance Here’ and Now  

   -  Notice the phrase in verse 2, “grace wherein we now stand.”  

   -  The word “stand” carries the idea of permanence, of being firmly fixed and 

immovable.  

   -  Basically, this verse teaches us that we are absolutely secure in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

  2).  Second, We also have Assurance Hereafter  

   - Just as sure as we can know and believe that we are saved and secure in this life, so 

too, we can have that same assurance beyond this life.        

         -  Eternal security extends beyond 

the grave - Rom. 8:29-30. 

 

7. Verse 3-5 

 

3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.  

 

 A.  In these verses, Paul tells us all about the Benefits we derived from the “Pressures” of Life.  

  

 B.  Note the Progression mentioned in these verses. 

  1)  Tribulation - Pressure 

  2)  Patience - Endurance 

  3)  Experience - Proven Character or Maturity 

  4)  Hope - The confident expectation that we will not be disappointed. 

 

 C.  Basically, what Paul is saying  is that when troubles come in our lives as a result of our walk 

with the Lord, we learn to endure and through endurance we are matured   

      and proven in our character. 

  1)  Then as we see God sustain us in the difficult time, we can rest in the deep settled 

knowledge  that He is in control and will see us through. 

 

 D.  Simply stated, the more we endure for Jesus, the more we become like Him! And that is a 

good thing! 

 

 E.  You can mark this down, “The Road to Maturity is paved with Struggle!”    

  1)  Just as any growing saint of God. 

   -  Ask Abraham and he will point to Mt. Moriah. 

   -  Ask Jacob and he will point to a pillow of stone. 

   -  Ask Joseph and he will point to a Egyptian prison. 

   -  Ask Moses and he will point to the backside of the desert. 

   -  Ask the three Hebrew children and they will point to a fiery furnace. 

   -  Ask Daniel and he will point to a den of lions. 

   -  Ask Peter and he will point to a Roman fire and his three denials. 

   -  Ask John and he will point to Patmos. 

   -  Ask any faithful believer who has traveled far with Jesus and he will tell you that 

God's blessings are poured from a bitter cup! 

 



8.  Just as God defines Peace differently than the world, He also defines Rest differently 

 

 A.  In Jesus Christ we now have the ability to Rest in our Troubles 

 

 B.  If life is to be difficult and there is to be trouble in my life, then how can I rejoice, and how 

can I rest?  

  1)  The answer lies in this verse.  

  2)  Paul tells us that the love of God, like a vast river,  is constantly being Poured out in our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit!    

  3)  When we were Saved, God placed His Spirit into us.  

  4)  The Holy Spirit is like a Conduit  through which streams vast quantities of the great love 

of God. 

 


