
 

Sermon Notes March 11, 2018 
 

POINT  #2 

2.  The Obedience of Abraham (Chapter 22, Verses 3-10) 

 

A.  Regardless of the Struggles Abraham may have Already Had, Abraham Arose Early to begin 

     the Longest Journey of his Life. 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his 

son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 

about. (Genesis 22:3). 

 

B.  While the Early Hour may Reflect the Resolve of Abraham to Do God’s Will, it may also Contain 

some Human Factors.  

1)  Abraham got up and loaded his donkey 

This suggests that Abraham personally did the work; He saddled his donkey and split the wood.  

2)  Although he had Plenty of Servants to Do This for Him, Abraham Did it Himself because,  

He was a Bundle of Nervous Energy. 

3)  First, can you Imagine Sleeping that night especially after God had Clearly Commanded the Sacrifice of 

His Son, Isaac.  

4)  Then, too, Abraham would not have wanted to face Sarah with the plans for the coming days.  

5)  While Abraham was resigned to do God’s will, Sarah is not informed of this test  (at least so far as the 

Scriptures record). 

 

C.  After a heart-breaking three-day journey, the mountain of sacrifice was in view.  

1)  At this point Abraham left his servants behind and went on alone with Isaac: 

5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and 

then we will come back to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 

and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 

“Father?” (Genesis 22:5-6) 

2) “We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

This is the first use of the word worship in reference to God in the Bible.  

3)  The Hebrew word shachah simply means, to bow down.  

4)  While Abraham and Isaac did not go to the mount to have a time of joyful praise, they did go to bow down 

to the Lord. 

 

D.  In the midst of great anguish  there is a beautiful expression of hope and faith in verse 5: 

“Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to 

you”. 

1)  “We will Worship” 

These words were not idly spoken but they reflected a deep inner trust in God and His promises.  

2)  The God Who had commanded the sacrifice of Isaac had also promised to produce a nation through him. 

3)  And we will come back to you:  

Abraham was full of faith when he spoke to the young men who are with him.  

He believed that we will come back. 

4)  Abraham’s faith was in the knowledge that should he kill Isaac, God would raise him from the dead,  
because God had promised Isaac would carry on the line of blessing and the covenant. 

 



E.  As the two went on alone climbing the mountain to the place of sacrifice, Isaac put a question to his 

father which must       have broken his heart:   

As the two of them went on together (verse 6) 

1)  This literally means the two of them went in agreement.  

2)  Isaac did this knowingly and willingly.  

3)  The phrase is repeated twice for emphasis. 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” (verse 7) 

4)  The answer was painfully evident to Abraham, and yet there is in his answer,  

not only a deliberate vagueness but also an element of hope:  

5)  “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (verse 8). 

6) Abraham knew God would provide a sacrifice, but where?  

 

F. So, where was the Lamb?  

1) That question had been asked by all the faithful, from Isaac to Moses to David to Isaiah,  

all the way to the time of John the Baptist when he declares: Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world! (John 1:29) 

2)  At every step Abraham must have hoped for some change of plans, some alternative course of action.  

3)  Yet, they eventually arrived at the place where the altar was built,  

and the wood was arranged.  

 

G.  Finally, there was nothing left to do but to bind Isaac and place him upon the wood  

and plunge the knife into his heart. 

1) He took the fire in his hand, and a knife:  

2)  Abraham took the knife up the hill.  

3)  He didn’t leave it behind or claim to forget it.  

4)  That knife was cutting into his own heart all the while, yet he took it.  

5)  Unbelief would have left the knife at home, but genuine faith in God, causes Abraham to takes it with him. 

 

Point #3.   

God’s Provision for Abraham (Chapter 22, Verses 11-14) 

11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 

because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram 

and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. 

And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 

 

A.  Only when the knife was lifted high, glistening in the sun, did God restrain Abraham from offering 

up his son: 

1)  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”  

2)  And he said, “Here I am.”  

3)  “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 

because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” (Genesis 22:11-12). 

 

B.  At the point of death, it was evident that Abraham was willing to forsake all, even his son, his only 

son, for God.  

1)  While God knew the heart of Abraham, Abraham’s reverence was now evident. 

2)  At the point of total obedience came the provision of God.  

3)  God did not halt the act of sacrifice but He provided a ram as a substitute for Isaac: 

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took 

the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. (verse 13). 

4)  Abraham’s faith in God  provided a sacrificial offering (found in verse 8) which was honored by God  
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that God does indeed provide: 

So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord  

it will be provided.” (verse 14). 

 

Point #4.   

God’s Promise to Abraham (Chapter 22, Verses 15-18) 

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, 

declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 

surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 

seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring 

all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

 

A.  In addition to God’s intervention to prevent Abraham’s sacrifice of his son, there was the 

confirmation of God’s promises  

      to Abraham through his son: 

 

B.  There is little in this divine confirmation that is new, although there is one striking change.  

1)  In previous instances these promises were made unconditionally.   

2)  Now the blessings are promised Abraham because he had obeyed God in this test (22:16,18). 

 

C.  After his ultimate test on Mount Moriah, God can say that the blessings are a result of the obedience 

which stems from faith.  

 

D.  This same sequence is evident in the New Testament: 

1)  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 

result of works, that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand,  that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

2)  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He 

also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 

glorified (Romans 8:28-30). 

 

E.  The work of God begins with a promise which must be accepted by faith.  

1)  Ultimately this faith, if it is genuine, will be demonstrated by good works (cf. James 2).   

2)  The promises of God are sure to every believer because God is sovereign at every step, from faith, to 

obedience and finally to blessing. 

 


