
Sermon Notes Feb. 18, 2018 
Genesis 22:1-18 
Abraham Tested 

 

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region 

of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his 

servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 

the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in 

the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over 

there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 

carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to 

his father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And 

the two of them went on together. 

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 

arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord 

called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 

fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 

took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that 

place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be 

provided.” 

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by 

myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 

only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 

sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 

enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 

obeyed me.” 

 

Introduction 

 

While you May have a Difference of Interpretation which God Allows to Persist, There Comes a 

Time when that Difference between you and God Becomes an Important Issue.  



 

God may Allow a Particular Problem to Continue for some time, but Sooner or Later the 

Problem will become an Important Issue and One that Must Be Resolved. 

Such was the Case with Abraham.  

 

At the Very Outset of his Relationship with God he was Given a Clear Command Concerning 

His Family: 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from 

your father’s house, To the land which I will show you”. 

 

We Know, However, that it took Years for Abram to be Separated from his Father; and When it 

Did Occur, it was the Result of the Death of His Father rather than of deliberate obedience.  

 

Next, it was Lot from that Abram was Reluctant to Separate.  

 

In Chapter 21 there was Also the Painful Act of Sending away Ishmael, a son Deeply Loved by 

Abraham.  

 

Then in Chapter 22 Abraham has Come to His Ultimate Test.  

 

By then, Abraham was an Elderly Man, and Sarah was Soon to Die.  

 

Abraham’s Love was now Focused upon Isaac, who after Chapter 21 is his Only Son (22:2).  

 

God has Brought Abraham to the Point where he Must Give Priority to Either his Faith or his 

Family.  

 

The Greatest Test of his Faith now Confronts Abraham in Genesis 22. 

 

POINT  #1 

1. The Command of God   (Chapter 22, Verses 1-2) 

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the region of 

Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show  you.” 

 

A.  We are Not Told the Exact Time of the Ultimate Test in Abraham’s life, Only that it 

came After the Events of Chapter 21.  

1)  This Happened at least 10 Years after Chapter 21, which would make Isaac a Young Man.  

2)  So this would also give Ample Time for the Affections of Abraham towards his First Son, 

Ishmael, to have been Transferred to his Second Son, Isaac.  

3)  By then, Isaac is Now Accurately Called his “Only Son” and the Son whom Abraham Loved 

(verse 2). 

4)  This is the 1st Mention of  “Love” in the Bible, and it was the Love between a Father and 

Son, Connected with the Idea of the Sacrificial Offering of the Son. 



5)  Also, there was a Specific Place God commanded Abraham to go, a Particular Spot where 

this would Happen.  

6)  God had Carefully Directed each Detail of this Drama. 

B.  Contrary to the Understanding of the Term “Tempted” in Verse 2 God “Tests” 

Abraham in Order to Demonstrate Abraham’s Faith in Tangible Terms.  

1)  We know from Scripture that while God Tests Men to Prove their Godly Character as 

Saints, He never Solicits them to Sin as pointed out in James 1:12-18. 

2)  This was Not So Much a Test in Order to Produce Faith within Abraham, as it was A Test to 

Already Reveal Abraham’s Faith.  

3)  God built Abraham Slowly, Piece by Piece, Year by Year, into a Man of Faith. 

 

C.  God’s Command to Abraham must have Caught him Totally Unprepared.  (Genesis 

22:2). 

And He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of 

Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you”  

 

D.  The Greatest Difficulty in this Chapter is Not the Conduct of Abraham, but the 

Command of God.  

1)  How can a God of Wisdom, Mercy, Justice, and Love Command Abraham to Offer Up his 

Only Son as a Sacrifice?  

2)  Infant Sacrifice was Practiced by the Canaanites, but it was Condemned by God.  

3)  Furthermore, such a Sacrifice would have had No Real Value: 

-  In Micah 6:7 it says that  

“Does the Lord take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil?  

Shall I present my first-born for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

-  To Point Out that God Stopped Abraham Short of Carrying Out the Command Really does not 

solve the problem.  

-  How could God have Given the Order in the First Place if it were Immoral?  

-  To hold that God could Ever Command His Children to Do Wrong, Even as a Test, is to Open 

the Door to all Kinds of Difficulties. 

4)  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. John 3:16 

-  In this Sense, God did not require Abraham to Do Anything that He Himself would not do.  

-  Indeed, the Command to Abraham was Intended to foreshadow what God Himself would 

do Centuries Later on the Cross of Calvary. 

5)  Only by Understanding the Typological Significance of the “Sacrifice of Isaac” can we Grasp 

the Fact that God’s Command was Holy and Just and Pure.  

-  Abraham’s Willingness to Give Up his only Son, Humanly Illustrated the Love of God for 

Man, which Caused God to Give His only Begotten Son.  

-  The Agony of Heart Experienced by Abraham Reflected the Heart of the Father at the 

Suffering of His Son. 

6)  The Obedience of Isaac also Typified the Submission of the Son to the Will of the Father. 

7)  And so God Halted the Sacrifice of Isaac for 2 Reasons.  

a)  First, such a Sacrifice would have No Benefit for Others.  

-  The Lamb must be “Without Blemish,” Without Sin.   



b)  Second, Abraham’s Faith was Amply Evidenced by the Fact that he was Fully Intending to 

Carry Out the Will of God.  

-  We have no question in our mind that had God not intervened, Isaac would have been 

sacrificed.  

-  In attitude Isaac had already been sacrificed, so the act was unnecessary. 

 

E.  A  2nd Difficulty of this Story Pertains to the Silence of Abraham.  

1)  How come Abraham Interceded with God for the City of Sodom, but Not for His Son Isaac?” 

2)  In Hebrews 11 and Romans 4 Abraham is portrayed as a Man without Failure or Fault, yet the 

Book of Genesis Clearly Reports these Weaknesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


