
Sermon Notes 05-17-2020 
Introduction 

 

Today I want to continue the theme of Christian Maturity. 

-  This is what Jesus was trying to get the disciples to understand. 

-  For the past 3 years Jesus was pouring His life into these 12 men. 

-  He knew He had just 40 days after His resurrection to seal the deal. 

-  So what He does is to point to this goal of maturity. 

 

Last week we went over Jesus and the miraculous catch of fish that lead to Jesus asking Peter 3 times 

“Do you love me?” and Peter answering “Yes” every time. 

-  The response by Jesus to Peter’s answer reveals what Jesus was trying to do. 

-  This was a Job Interview that Jesus was telling Peter to “Get Back into the Game” 

-  It isn’t over. 

-  In fact, it won’t be over for at least 2,000 years! 

-  It won’t be over until I return. 

 

So today I want to unpackage another episode with Jesus and the disciples before His ascension into 

heaven. 

-  You will notice right off the bat that this time the disciples went to Galilee because of Jesus’ direction, while 

before it was Peter’s bright idea. 

 

Read Matthew 28:16-20 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they 

saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

1.  This is probably the Last Thing Jesus Instructed his Disciples or Apostles to Do. 

  

A.  Most Commentators call this text “The Great Commission”. 

1)  But because of our Lack of Evangelism it has become “The Great Omission”. 

 

B.  In a day or so, Jesus would Ascend into Heaven according to Acts 1 

 

C.  After that there would be a 10 Day Period for them to go back to the Upper Room and Figure Out 

what to Do and How to Accomplish  

              All that Jesus Taught Them and Instructed them to Do  

1)  There is a Big Difference between Wisdom and Knowledge 

2)  Wisdom is Knowledge Properly Applied 

 

2.  Jesus has spent 3 years with the Disciples. 

 

A.  He has only a Few Days left before His Ascension And then 10 more days until Pentecost when the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them.  

1)  Everything Rests upon Jesus’ Instructions 

-  Go and Make Disciples of All Nations 

-  Baptizing in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

-  Teaching them Everything I have Commanded You 

 



3.  There is a Pattern to how Individuals Grow in Christ 

 

A.  You go from 1)  Non Believer to 2)  Believer to 3)  Disciple 

  

B.  Just like Last Weeks Sermon 

1)  Jesus doesn’t want just Lambs, He wants Sheep. 

2)  So Jesus doesn’t want just Believers but Disciples. 

3)  That is the Goal or Task the Disciples are Given 

-  MAKE Disciple of ALL Nations 

 

C.  The Question is “How?” 

  

D.  The Answer is in the Instructions 

1)  First of all you must GO. 

-  Jesus went to the Earth 

-  The Disciples are to GO to All the Nations. 

2)  Second, you Operate under the Authority of God, The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

-  Baptizing in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

3)  And Finally, you Teach Them 

-  Teaching them Everything I have Commanded You 

-  A Disciple is a  DISCIPLINED LEARNER 

-  This isn’t Head Knowledge but Knowledge Applied that Glorifies Jesus 

 

4.  There is also a Pattern on how a Church Should Operate 

 

Read Ephesians 4:11-13 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip 

his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in 

the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 

the fullness of Christ. 

  

A.  Notice that there are 5 groups mentioned 

1)  Four of Them are Focused on the Inward (Church) 

-  Apostles 

-  Prophets 

-  Pastors 

-  Teachers  

2)  One of Them is Focused on the Outward (World) 

-  Evangelists  

-  Evangelists bring believers to the church so they can grow 

-  Evangelists were not meant for the church but the world 

 

B.  Concerning the Church 

1)  Apostles are Overseers of the Greater Church  

-  An Example would be a Bishops 

2)  Prophets are to Direct or Encourage the Church  

-  They are Not to Predict as the OT Prophets did 

-  They are to Exhort, Edify or Comfort 

3)  Pastors and Teachers  

-  They are intertwined and deal with the Local Church 

-  Pastors should be able to Teach and Teachers should be able to Preach 

 

5.  So, Where does Our Authority to Do This Come From? 



 

Read Matthew 16:13-19 

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 

Man is?” 

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, 

but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.”  

 

A.  Peter’s Profession brought forth 2 Benefits 

1)  The Church is Built upon the Confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and Brings Salvation to the 

Individual 

2)  As such, The Keys of the Kingdom are then Given to the Church. 

-  The Authority to Bind or Loosen. 

-  Binding pertains to Preventing the Enemy from Encroaching within the Church 

-  Loosening pertains to the Holy Spirit and His Action Upon the Church   

 

6.  Here is the Takeaway from Jesus’ meeting with the disciples 

  

A.  Jesus wants Disciples, not Just Believers 

1)  People need to go from Non Believer to Believer to Disciple 

2)  Why? Believers do not Beget Believers, Disciples Do 

 

B.  Jesus wants maturity from us. 

1)  Farmers want Fruit, not just Trees. 

2)  Shepherds want Sheep, not just Lambs. 

3)  God wants Disciples, not just Believers. 

 

Read John 15:1-17 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 

while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already 

clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear 

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 

me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 

such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told 

you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each 

other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant 

does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 

from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 

so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 

Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 



C.  There is Another Progression here (Maturity)  

1)   Verse 2;  No fruit - Non believer 

2)   Verse 2;  Fruit - believer 

3)   Verse 2;  More Fruit - Disciple 

4)   Verse 5;  Much Fruit - More mature Disciple 

 

D.  Verse 8 points to the Desired Goal of Believers   

1)  This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

-  In order to glorify God you  

-  Bear Much Fruit 

-  Become a Disciple (Disciplined Learner) 

 

E.  In a Relational Sense in Verse 14 

1)  You go from  

-  Verse 15;  Servant or Believer (does not know the Father’s business) 

-  Verse 15;  Friend or Disciple (know’s the Father’s business) 

2)  In all of ScriptureI can’t think of a Higher or more Privileged Title than to be God’s Friend. 

 


