
Acts 2:42-47 

The Fellowship of the Believers in a Pandemic 

 

 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All 

the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

1.  What the First Century Church Did 

  

 A.  They were Led by the Apostles 

  1)  Devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

  2)  Devoted themselves to fellowship 

  3)  Devoted themselves to breaking of bread (communion) 

  4)  Devoted themselves to prayer 

  5)  Wonders and signs were performed by the apostles 

 

 B.  They were Led by the People 

  6)  They gave to those in need 

  7)  Continued to meet daily in the temple courts 

  8)  Broke bread in their homes with glad and sincere hearts 

  9)  Praised God and enjoyed the favor of all the people  

  

 C.  They were Led by God 

  10)  God daily added to the church those who were being saved. 

 

 D.  Romans 10:9-10 

 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. 

 

  1)  This is a Conditional Clause 

   -  The “Then” only happens when the “If” is fulfilled 

   -  Salvation only comes when you confess and believe. 

  2)  What happened in Acts 2:42-47 is also a Conditional Clause 

   -  God only added to the church (the “then”) when the church devoted themselves to 

God (the “if”) 

  3)  Most of God’s covenant’s are Conditional Clauses 

   -  You have not because you have not prayed. 

   -  You reap what you sow. 

   -  You will not to sin if you have to hide the Word of God in your heart. 

 

 E.  God sets the standards or goals - His Grace and Mercy 

  1)  If we accomplish what we are commanded 

  2)  Then the goal is achieved. 

  3)  All this is by God’s Grace and not our own work. 

 

2.  What Does Fellowship Really Mean 

 



 A.  To appreciate the Full Nature and Reality of Christian Fellowship or Koinonia, it is 

Necessary to be Aware of Two Fundamental Points. 

  1)  First, the Fact and Experience of Christian Fellowship only Exists because God the 

Father through Jesus Christ, the Son,  and by and through the Holy Spirit  

      has Now Established by Grace, a “New Covenant” with Humanity.  

   -  Those who Believe the Gospel of the Resurrection are United in the Spirit 

through the Son to the Father.  

   -  This New Belief now leads to the Reality of an Experienced Relationship or a 

“Communion” between Man and God.  

   -  And those who are Now “in Christ” (as the apostle Paul often states) are in 

Communion, not only with the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, but also with One Another.  

   -  This New Relatedness, Relationship, and Communion is called Fellowship. 

   -  By his Sacrificial Death and Glorious resurrection and exaltation, Jesus Christ 

brought into being a new creation, a New Order, and a New Age.  

   -  While this New Situation will only be Present in Fullness at the End of this Evil 

Age, it is a Reality Now on this Earth.  

   -  Christ exercises His Relationship to this New Creation in and through the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father sends in the Name of Christ.  

   -  Thus to be “in the Spirit” is also to be “in Christ.”  

   -  On the Basis of this Relation there is Fellowship for Christians both with God and 

with Each Other. 

   2)  In the second place, it is probably best not to use the word  “community” as a synonym for 

“fellowship.’  

   - Today “community” refers to a group, body, or society that is formed by the 

coming together of “individuals” in a contractual way.  

   -  The emphasis is on “individuals” and on the voluntary nature of the group thus 

formed.  

   -  In contrast, koinonia has its origin in a movement out of the internal and eternal 

relation, and communion of the Godhead, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

   -  Koinonia for believers is a participation within human experience of the 

communion of the living God himself. 

 

 B.  So you can see that what happens in the Fellowship Hall isn’t really Christian Fellowship as 

it was intended.  

 

3.  The Clearest Theological Use of Koinonia is found 1 John 1:3-6, where we read that when we Walk in 

the Light truly our Fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ  

     and that this Relation of Grace has Profound Implications for Daily Living.  

 

 A.  For if we say that we have Fellowship with God and Walk in Darkness, we lie!  

  1)  Here we see that the Basic Meaning of “Fellowship”  is a Real and Practical Sharing in 

Eternal Life with the Father and the Son. 

 

 B.  Paul makes it clear that Christians were Buried with Christ in Baptism and Raised up with 

Him into Newness of Life.  

  1)  So, Fellowship is based on the Great Saving Acts of God the Father through his Son.  

  2)  The Character of this Fellowship is Made Clear in the Celebration of the 

Communion, where there is Intimate Fellowship with Jesus Christ,  

   the Exalted Lord, and with those who are “in Christ.”  

  3)  This is not a mere Act of Historical Memory and Imagination but a Real and Vital Union 

and Communion with Jesus Christ, the Exalted Head of the Body. 

   -  Fellowship with Jesus Christ also entails Fellowship in his Sufferings.  

   -  Paul is Convinced that the Church is a Partaker in the Sufferings of Christ. 



 

4.  Paul also Points to a Fellowship in the Spirit, a Dynamic Experience that is Related to Receiving the 

Love of the Father and the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son.  

 

 A.  In fact, to be “in the Spirit" is Possible because of the Fundamental Truth of Christ's 

Establishment of the New Order by his Death and Resurrection.  

  1)  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, The old has gone, the new has 

come” (2 For 5:17). 

 

 B.  The Present Position of Christians is that to be “in Christ”,  they are Now a Part of the New 

Order and Creation.  

  1)  Therefore, the Richness of the Experience of Fellowship in the Holy Spirit is Because of 

the Reality of the New Creation and of Being “in Christ.” 

 

5.  Christian Fellowship is also a Practical Reality.  

  

 A.  The Bible is clear that to be “in Christ” leads to Mutual Obligation. 

   1)  Because of Koinonia,  Christians have Given the Message of Jesus the Christ to the 

World,  

  2)  And because of Koinonia, the Christians are to give Material Assistance to Those in 

Need. 

 

 B.  Practical Sharing by Christians Because of their Relationship to Christ is one of the 

Hallmarks of Faith.  

 

6.  And so What Will the Current Church Do? 

  

 A.  Still Led by Church Leaders 

  1)  Devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

  2)  Devoted themselves to fellowship 

  3)  Devoted themselves to breaking of bread (communion) 

  4)  Devoted themselves to prayer 

  5)  Wonders and signs were performed by the apostles 

  

 B.  Still Led by the People 

  6)  They gave to those in need 

  7)  Continued to meet daily in the temple courts 

  8)  Broke bread in their homes with glad and sincere hearts 

  9)  Praised God and enjoyed the favor of all the people  

 

 C. Still Led by God 

  10)  God daily added to the church those who were being saved. 

 

 D.  Here is the Major Component to making this work. 

  1)  It is still an “If, Then” Conditional Clause 

   -   God sets the standards or goals - His Grace and Mercy 

   -  If we accomplish what we are commanded 

   -  Then the goal is achieved. 

   -  All this is by God’s Grace and not our own work. 

  2)  The only difference is context. 

   -  The same principles apply. 

   -  We still have the same Savior. 

   -  The goals have not changed 



   -  The only difference is the context 

   -  The early believers didn’t have it easy. 

   -  In fact they had to deal with persecution. 

   -  There were those who left the faith. 

   -  Our context doesn’t include the Roman Empire or the Jewish Leaders. 

   -  But it does include difficulties and even some resistance.    

  3) Before Pentecost, the disciples were in the Upper Room for 10 days. 

  4)  It wasn’t until they reached “unity”  

   that Pentecost came in its fullness 

  5)  Fellowship is primarily to be “In Christ” or One with Him. 

  6)  That is what we need to accomplish to be have Pentecost in a Pandemic. 

 


