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What People in Scripture did when they were Isolated

Daniel in the Lion’s Den

	 Daniel in the Lions’ Den is a story of devotion, deception, despair and 
deliverance. This specific event in the life of Daniel reveals the character of a man 
who lived a life of faith. From the time he was a teenager through to his later years, 
Daniel proved to be faithful. This story is the faithfulness of Daniel on public display.

We begin with Daniel 6:1-4, 10-11
	 1  It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 
with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made 
accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so 
distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional 
qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the 
administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his 
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no 
corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.

	 10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home 
to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day 
he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done 
before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God 
for help.

	 To insure order, Darius appoints 120 satraps over his kingdom. Of these 120 
satraps, he appoints three high officials, including Daniel. God caused in Daniel an 
“excellent spirit”, which resulted in excellent conduct (“distinguished above all the 
other high officials and satraps”). This internal character was the source of how Daniel 
would respond to the events in this chapter. As a result of Daniel’s character, Darius 
planned on promoting Daniel by setting “him over the whole kingdom” (Dan. 6:3).
	 When the other ruling officials found out about this promotion, they “sought to 
find a complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom” (Dan. 6:4a). These men 
did not like Daniel and they certainly did not like the idea of him being promoted 
above them. Daniel’s life stood in their way, and in their minds an old Jew who is 
faithful to his God was a threat, so they sought to eliminate him. They placed a close 
eye on him in the way he carried out his kingdom duties. After careful investigation, 
“they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no 
error or fault was found in him” (Dan. 6:4). Daniel displayed faithfulness in every 
situation. He was a man devoted to the Lord.

And here comes the Deception, Daniel 6:5-9
	 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this 
man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.”



	 6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: 
“May King Darius live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers 
and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the 
decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the next thirty days, 
except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Now, Your Majesty, 
issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 So King Darius put 
the decree in writing.

	 After this failed investigation, these men formed a conspiracy against Daniel. 
Their focus moved from devotion to deception. These conspirators concluded, “We 
can not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in 
connection with the law of his God” (Dan. 6:5). The only way they can bring 
accusation against Daniel is by making his loyalty to God a crime. Being aware of 
Daniel’s faithfulness, the officials (by means of deception) approached the king 
claiming that “All the high officials of the kingdom” agreed to their proposed 
plan” (Dan. 6:7). This plan was the prevention of making petitions to any god or man 
for thirty days (a cleverly devised plan making Darius a god for a month). The penalty 
of those who do not conform to this edict was death by lions. An injunction was made 
and sealed by the king. It was now illegal to pray to anyone apart from Darius.
	 So, how does Daniel respond? He didn’t panic or compromise. Instead, he 
continued to display his faithfulness to God. When he arrived home “he got down on 
his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had 
done previously” (Dan. 6:10). Daniel didn’t overreact to this difficult situation. 
Instead he faithfully kept doing what he normally did. As expected, the conspirators 
caught Daniel in the act. These men assumed that they had Daniel right where they 
wanted him (Dan. 6:11).

And now comes the Despair, Daniel 6:12-17
	 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you 
not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or 
human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
	 The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
	 13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, 
pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still 
prays three times a day.” 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he 
was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.
15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your 
Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that 
the king issues can be changed.”
	 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 
lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 
rescue you!”



	 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king 
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s 
situation might not be changed.

	 Because Daniel was loyal to his Lord, the conspirators had grounds for his 
punishment. Daniel was to be cast into the lions’ den. They brought this situation to 
the king by first reminding him of the newly appointed law, of which the king had 
affirmed and signed off on (Dan. 6:12). Then they revealed to the king that Daniel was 
the one who broke the law. As soon as Darius heard this, it became clear that this was 
a set up.  The king was distressed and did all he could to reverse this law (Dan. 6:14). 
Yet despite his great respect and admiration for Daniel, there was no loophole in the 
law (Dan. 6:15). Darius then gave the orders for the punishment to be enforced. He 
said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” (Dan. 
6:16) Daniel was placed in the den with the lions and the den was sealed.

And now for the Deliverance, Daniel 6:18-28
	 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and 
without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.
	 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 
When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to 
rescue you from the lions?”
	 21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and 
he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent 
in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when 
Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in 
his God.
	 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were 
brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And 
before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all 
their bones.
	 25 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in 
all the earth: “May you prosper greatly! 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my 
kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living God 
and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never 
end. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and 
on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”
	 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian.

	 In this portion of the story, we can see the kings distress and Daniel’s 
deliverance. In the night of Daniel’s trial, the king ate nothing, received no 
entertainment and was unable to sleep (Dan. 6:18). In the morning, Darius rushed to 
the lion’s den and called out for Daniel. Daniel responded by giving God the glory for 



shutting the mouths of the lions and preserving his life. Darius then gave orders for 
Daniel to be released and issued a command that brought the end to his conspirators 
and their families (Dan. 6:24). King Darius wrote a decree revealing his understanding 
of what truly took place in this situation. These words testify of the sovereignty of 
God. Daniel was faithful and therefore showed integrity by simply living in response 
to the fact God was sovereign. Wherever Daniel found himself, he knew it was God 
who placed him there, so he would respond faithfully. By God’s sovereign plan 
“Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian” (Dan. 6:28).
	 This is a story of triumph in the midst of lies and deceit. There was the 
temptation to compromise and yet Daniel continued to remain faithful. Daniel 
experienced a miraculous deliverance. Regardless of our own earthly outcome, just 
like Daniel, by God’s grace we are to devote ourselves to Him and His glory.

The story of Daniel and the Lions' Den has some Parallels to Jesus. 

1.  There was a stone that was rolled in front of Jesus' tomb and Pilate placed a seal on 
it. Similarly, a stone was also placed over the mouth of the lions' den and was sealed 
by the king.

2.  At dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the tomb. Then Peter also 
ran to the tomb.  (Matthew 28:1, Luke 24:12). Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 
My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, 
because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before 
you, O king.”  Daniel 6:21-22

3.  Jesus descended into the depths of the earth, but the demons of hell could not touch 
Him because He had done no wrong before God. He was innocent. 
(Ephesians 4:9-10, Luke 23:41). The king ordered Daniel lifted out of the den and he 
came out of the den alive. (Daniel 6:23)

4.  By his power God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus came out of the tomb alive. 
(1 Corinthians 6:14). The king was overjoyed, no wound was found on Daniel, 
because he had trusted in his God. (Daniel 6:23). The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord and He showed them His healed wounds. (John 20:20)

5.  The men who had falsely accused Daniel were thrown into the lions' den. The lions 
overpowered them and crushed all their bones. (Daniel 6:24). Those who had falsely 
accused Jesus were condemned to hell. It even says that the chief priests and the 
Pharisees “will be crushed”.  (Matthew 21:44-45, 23:33-36)

6.  King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
throughout the land. People must fear and reverence God, his dominion will never 
end.  He rescues and he saves. He performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on 
the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.  (Daniel 6:25-27). The 



gospel message has been written to all peoples, nations and men of every language, 
declaring that people must fear and reverence God, whose kingdom will never end.  
His messengers declare the good news of God's salvation, that He rescues men, and 
the gospel will be accompanied by signs and wonders. 

7. So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
Daniel 6:28. So Jesus was exalted to the right hand of God. (Acts 2:32-36)

The account of 'Daniel and the Lions' Den' gives us two reasons why Daniel did not 
die. The first is Daniel's innocence, and the second is that Daniel trusted God. 

	 1)  He shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was 
found innocent in his sight. Daniel 6:22a 
	 2) No wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. Daniel 
6:23b

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus' innocence becomes ours as we put our trust 
in Him.  Like Christ, we all face physical death, but His resurrection will also become 
yours. In Christ we have eternal life.

Here are some final thoughts about us 
and where we are during this COVID-19 pandemic. 

	 While Daniel only had to spent one night in the lion’s den, we don’t know how 
long our own situation will be. Nevertheless, the same God who was with Daniel in 
the lion’s den is also with you as you shelter in place. In fact, it was an angel who 
came to rescue Daniel, but it is the Risen Lord that resides within your heart. 
Secondly, what Daniel did, faithfully practice his faith before being thrust into the 
lion’s den, is something we should have been doing also. If worship hasn’t been a 
daily practice, maybe today would be a good day to start this discipline. 
	 Did you also notice that it was King Darius that was on Daniel’s side. We 
sometimes forget that there are some good christians in government. That’s why we 
need to pray for our government continually. And a final point, when Jesus was being 
interrogated by Pilate, He told him that His kingdom was not of this world. Jesus said 
that “If it was, He would instruct His disciples to fight for it”. We need to take note of 
this very carefully. We need to always “Seek first God’s Kingdom”. Colossians 3:1-14 
instructs us on how we should live today;

	 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory.
	 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of 



these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, 
since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is 
no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, 
but Christ is all, and is in all.
	 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other 
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.

	 So today and everyday, spent your resources in spiritual warfare against the real 
enemy who seeks to destroy your soul. It is God who has saved us and will someday 
call us home. Until them, while we are in the lion’s den, give praise and glory and 
honor to the Lord of Lord’s. Amen.

Praise God,
Pastor Dave


