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Introduction 

  

 This World is Not a Place that Lends itself to Hope.  

  In fact, when you consider the death, diseases, natural disasters, evil, and all the other 

negative things that fill our world, there is just not a lot of room for hope. 

 

1.  Here is the Dictionary Definition of Hope 

  

 It is a feeling of Expectation and Desire for Certain Things to Happen. 

 

 Here is some Examples of Hope in a sentence;  

  - No one knows yet if he passed his finals. At this point, we can only hope. 

  - I hope you're feeling better soon. 

  - That’s what she hoped would happen. 

  - Everyone in your family is well, I hope. 

  - I hope I haven't bored you with my sermon. 

 

2.  So, what Is The Biblical Definition of Hope? 

 

 Hope is Essential to the Believer because it’s so Critical to Have. 

  

 First of all we need to Know What Hope Isn’t 

  - Hope is not “I hope my team wins the Super Bowl” or “I hope I get a raise.”  

  - Biblical hope is not a hope-so but it is a know-so.   

  - It isn’t wishing for the best.   

  - It isn’t waiting to see what happens and hope that it turns out well.   

  - Hope is not a feeling or an emotion.   

 

 Biblical Hope is based on Scripture and your Trust in it.  

  - If someone says to you that “I hope you have a good day,” there is no guarantee that the day 

will go well.   

  - To have a Biblical Hope is to have a sure anchor of the soul.  

  - Human hope pales in comparison to biblical hope, as we shall read. 

 

3.  So, Biblical Hope is Far Superior to the Hope that the World has.      

 

 Instead of Wishing or Hoping for Something to Happen,  

  a believer knows that their hope is solid, concrete evidence  because it is grounded in the 

Word of God and we know that God cannot lie.   

 

 The Christian has a Hope that is  

  “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” as it says in Hebrews 

11:1   

 

 Therefore, Hope is Coupled with your Faith 

  True Faith is not moved by circumstances or what the eyes see because an unseen God is seen 

in His faithfulness. 

 



4.  Paul gives the Ephesians Real Hope during a Difficult Time  

 

Ephesians 1:1-14 

  

          1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in 

Christ Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance 

with his pleasure and will 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 

loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 

God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery 

of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times 

reach their fulfillment to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 11 In him we were also 

chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the 

purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise 

of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession, to the praise of 

his glory. 

 

 A.  Paul tells us in Romans, 

  “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 

he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience” because “If God is for us,  

  who can  be against us”? 

 

 B.  So if God is on your Side, then your Hope should be Sure!    

  Every Christian will go through or will go through a dark night of the soul where deep doubts 

and fears flare up but extinguishing those fears is as simple  

   as staying in the Bible faithfully, day by day. 

 

5.  Hope can be found in Different Areas of your Life 

 

 A. There is our Hope in God 

 

  - There is no hope in mankind, in circumstances, or in any other thing in the universe but “we 

have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who    

   believe” because “Jesus Christ is our hope” (1 Tim 1:1).   

  - Peter spoke of this faith by quoting David who wrote “my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope” (Acts 2:26).   

  - That is exactly the reason Paul told the Roman believers that he could “rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God” (Rom 5:2) and desired that “the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

   so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope” (Rom 15:13). 

 

 B. There is the Hope of the Resurrection 

 

  - Peter spoke to those who were experiencing persecution  “According to his great mercy, he 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ    

    from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed     in the last time”.   

  - We have this assured hope because Jesus was also raised; therefore we know that  

http://biblehub.com/acts/2-26.htm


   “the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice 

of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then   

   we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with  

    these words”.     

  - When was the last time you encouraged a brother or sister with this hope?     

  - We know that Christ  “was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:4)  and “in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who   

  have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20)  

  - So let’s encourage one another with this truth. 

 

 C.  We have the Hope of the Rapture  

  

  1)  It Will Be Sudden 

   - When Jesus comes, it will be a sudden event.  

   - One moment we will be living life as normal, the next moment we will be with Him 

in the air. 

  2)  It Will Be Selective   

   - Jesus isn’t coming for everyone.  

   - He is coming for only for those who have been saved by the grace of God.  

   - It is a matter of faith!  

   - It is a matter of the heart. 

  

  3)  It Will Be Sensational   

   - The very language scripture rings with excitement. 

                  - By the way, the Lord sent an angel to announce His birth.  

   - He sent and angel to announce His resurrection.  

   - The Lord sent the Holy Spirit to convict us of sin and draw us to Jesus.  

   - But, when it comes time to collect His Bride, the Lord is coming “Himself” 

  

 4. We should also have the Hope of Rejoicing 

 

  - There doesn’t seem to be a lot of rejoicing in this world.    

  - Everyone has their problems, their attitudes and agendas.  

  - We will have to learn a new mindset when we get to Heaven.  

  - The land to which we are going is a land of rejoicing.  

  - This is made crystal clear in the book of Revelation.  

  - We Will Meet Our Loved Ones 

   There are multitudes that have gone on before us to Heaven.    

   We miss them now, because we cannot see them.     

   We cannot hold them, talk to them, or be with them.     

   There is a day coming when we will be together again!    

   They are safe with Jesus now.    

   When He comes He will raise their bodies from the dead and take them up into the 

clouds with Him.    

   We will see them again!     

    Parents will see their children.   

    Spouses will see their partners.    

    Friends will be reunited again!    

   What a day that will be!  

   Surely we can rejoice in that truth! 

 

Conclusion  



 

 - If you are not born again then you have no such hope in you because “those who go down to the pit 

do not hope for God’s faithfulness” (Isaiah 38:18)  

 - However “to them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 

glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, it is the hope of glory” (Col 1:27).   

 - Today believers  are “waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13) and “and everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself  

  as he is pure” (1 John 3:3)  

 - But for those who reject Christ  there is only “a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire 

that will consume the adversaries” (Heb 10:27).   

 - Know this, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb 10:31) for even Christ 

Himself has said  “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not    

   believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God” (John 3:18).  That is a most hopeless situation to be in. 

 - We can have hope in the blessed reunions that await the people of God. 

  Our joy should be unshakable and profound.  

  It is eternal and powerful.  

  It gives joy, peace and blessing to our hearts. 

 

I’ll leave you with this Story 

 

  There was a school system in a large city that had a program to help children keep up with 

their schoolwork during their stay in the city's hospitals. One day a teacher who was assigned to the program  

 received a routine call asking her to visit a particular child. She took the child's name and room 

number and talked briefly with the child's regular class teacher. 

          “We're studying nouns and adverbs in his class now,” the regular teacher said, “and I'd be grateful if 

you could help him understand them so he doesn't fall too far behind.” 

          The hospital program teacher went to see the boy that afternoon. No one had mentioned to her that the 

boy had been badly burned and was in great pain. Upset at the sight of the boy, she stammered as  she told 

him, “I've been sent by your school to help you with nouns and adverbs.” When she left she felt she hadn't 

accomplished much. 

          But the next day, a nurse asked her, “What did you do to that boy?” The teacher felt she must have 

done something wrong and began to apologize. 

    “No, no,” said the nurse. “You don't know what I mean. We've been worried about that little 

boy, but ever since yesterday, his whole attitude has changed. Now he's fighting back, responding to   
  treatment. It's as though he's decided to live.” 

  Two weeks later the boy explained that he had completely given up hope until the teacher 

arrived. Everything changed when he came to a simple realization. He expressed it this way:  

 “They wouldn't send a teacher to work on nouns and adverbs with a dying boy, now would they?” 

       

 I’m here to tell all of you here today.  

  - You can have hope here and now today!  

  - We can all have this hope. 

  - It is based on our relationship with Jesus Christ and through the promise of His coming! 

 

 And God wouldn’t send Jesus Christ to us if we had no hope either. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

10 Things Hope Does 

 

1. Hope moves us forwards:  

 Christian hope is a realistic expectation of and joyful longing for future good and glory based upon the 

reliable word of God. The more we long for the future, the less we will yearn for the past. Hope deletes regrets 

and underlines expectation. It diminishes drag and increases momentum. 



 

2. Hope energizes the present:  

 It is worth living today because the eternal tomorrow is so much brighter. What’s doomsday for most, 

is coronation day for us. What most dread, we desire. 

 

3. Hope lightens our darkness:  

 Hope does not deny nor remove the reality of dark and painful providences. However it does shine a 

bright light into these valleys and points to the sunrise at the end of them. 

 

4. Hope increases faith:  

 Faith fuels hope, but hope also fuels faith. As Hebrews 11 makes very clear, hope and faith are very 

closely tied together, the one enlivening the other. Without faith we cannot soar in hope, but without hope faith 

will limp home. The greatest believers are the greatest hopers…and vice versa. 

 

5. Hope is infectious:  

 Just as we can drag others down by our recriminations and moping, so we can inspire and motivate 

through our inspiring hoping. It not only encourages other sagging Christians but it also impacts depressed 

unbelievers who cannot but ask a reason for the hope they see in us (1 Pet. 3:15). 

 

6. Hope is healing:  

 By definition, depression is a sense of hopelessness. Things cannot and will not get better. That’s why 

you want to give them the hope that in the vast majority of cases, they will get better, there is a way out, and 

there are things that they can do to help themselves in their felt helplessness. That hope itself is a huge step 

towards healing. 

 

7. Hope is practical:  

 Hope does not mean we just sit and wait for Utopia to appear. Not at all! Hope motivates action. 

When we hope for better days for the church, we serve the church. When we hope for the conversion of our 

children, we are motivated to share the Gospel with them. When we hope for God’s blessing on His Word, we 

listen to it much more avidly. Hope produces action. 

 

8. Hope purifies:  

 Whatever persecution we experience in this world, the day is coming when we will not be just called 

sons of God, we will be like the Son of God. This is what inspires and motivates the apostle to persevere to the 

end and to persevere in holiness. “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” 

(1 John 3:1-3). 

 

9. Hope stabilizes in the storm:  

 There are sixty-six drawings of anchors in the catacombs, the caves and tunnels that persecuted 

Christians hid in during the Roman persecutions. Hope was their anchor during those dark and stormy days 

(Heb. 6:19; 10:34). Like the anchor, hope grabs what is out of sight. As one puritan put it: “The cable of faith 

casts out the anchor of hope and lays hold of the steadfast rock of God’s promises.” 

 

10. Hope defends:  

 Paul also depicts hope as a defensive helmet (Eph. 6:17; 1 Thess. 5:8) that must not be taken off and 

laid aside until the battle is over. The helmet also points us to the area of greatest vulnerability and danger – 

our mind or thoughts. That’s where Satan usually works to present reasons to doubt and despair. And that’s 

why we need our minds daily renewed by the power of hope. 
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