
 

 

Sermon Notes May 20 
Acts 2:14-41 

 

 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 

and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These 

people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the 

prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 

and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 

 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man 

was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, 

put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 

agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: “‘I 

saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart is 

glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the realm 

of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you 

will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 

 29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his 

tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would 

place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the 

Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has 

raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 

received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 

34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 

35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God 

has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 

 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” 

 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and 

your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



======= 

1.  Since today is Pentecost, I want to highlight the role of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 A.  Jesus promised that He would sent the Holy Spirit to us when He left to go back to heaven. 

 

John 16:7-15 

 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate 

will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in 

the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 

10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about 

judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of 

truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 

hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will 

receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 

Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

 

 B.  The Holy Spirit was present since the beginning and since He is a part of the Trinity, He is 

part of the Triune Godhead and has His own ministry. 

 

2.  To Understand the Holy Spirit, you have to understand the Trinity 

  

 A.  The Trinity 

  1)  They all created everything in Genesis 

  2)  They were all in spirit form 

  3)  It was at Jesus’ birth that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John1) 

   -  In the beginning Jesus is the Word (John 1) 

   -  Now Jesus is in resurrected human form 

 

 B.  The Trinity is involved in everything, all the time. 

 

 C.  It just depends which part of the Godhead has priority at each specific time frameOld 

Testament 

  1)  In the Old Testament, you will find the Trinity 

   -  But the FATHER is highlighted 

   -  Jesus is in the burning bush talking to Moses 

   -  The Holy Spirit gave talents to the builders of the tabernacle 

  2) At the Time of Jesus 

   -  The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are all present at Jesus’ baptism but Jesus 

is highlighted for 33 years    

  3)  In the New Testament times yo also find the Trinity 

   Father, Son and the HOLY SPIRIT 

 

 D.  The concept of Salvation and Prayer also includes the Trinity  

  1)  Prayer 

   -  We pray to the Father 

   -  We pray in Jesus name 

   -  It is in the power of the Holy Spirit that prayers are answered 

  2)  Salvation 

   -  The Father is the Judge and considers who is saved 

   -  We are saved by the work of Christ and Christ alone 

   -  It is the Holy Spirit that seals this to us 

 



3.  The Holy Spirit was Present in verse 2 of Genesis 1 and in the Upper Room  

 

 A.  When God breathed life into Adam, the word is “ruach” which in Hebrew means  “divine 

wind or spirit” 

  1)  Genesis 2:7  

   Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

 

 B.  When Jesus breathed upon the disciples in the Upper Room, it was also  “ruach” and they 

were told to receive the Holy Spirit 

 

  1)  John 20:19-23 

   19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood    among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw      the Lord. 

   21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the     Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.” 

 

4.  The Foundational Work of the Holy Spirit 

  

 A.  John 16:8-9; Jesus job description the Holy Spirit 

 

  1)  When the Holy Spirit comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about  

 -  sin and  

 -  righteousness  

 -  judgment:  

2)  About sin,  

 - because people do not believe in me;  

3)  About righteousness,  

 - because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;  

4)  About judgment,  

 - because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

 

 B.  The Holy Spirit is also works in Evangelism  

  1)  It was the Holy Spirit that directed Philip to the Eunich 

  2)  Here in today’s text, it is the Holy Spirit who indwells the Apostles and then Peter 

preaches or witnesses about Christ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

C.  John 16:12-15, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as a person (He Him His) 

 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 

and he will tell  you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what 

he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will  receive 

from me what he will make known to you.”  (10 times) 

 

  1)  We can lie to the Holy Spirit,  

  2)  We can grieve the Holy Spirit 

  2)  Jesus  gave to us the Holy Spirit or the Paraclete 

   -  Comforter or Advocate  

   -  Also one called to another’s side  

   -  Jesus said it is the Paraclete who will replace him as He goes to His Father 

   -  Therefore, the Holy Spirit gives to us what Jesus did and will bring remembrance 

to what Jesus said 

 

 D.  How the Holy Spirit worked over time    

  1)  During the Old Testament age, the Spirit of God would come on people and then leave 

them.       

   - God’s Spirit departed from King Saul (! Samuel). 

   - David, when confessing his sin, asked that the Spirit not be taken from him (Psalm 

51).  

  2)  But when the Spirit was given at Pentecost, He came to God’s people to remain with them 

forever.  

   -  We may grieve the Holy Spirit, but He will not leave us.  

   -  As Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.”  

   -  So how is Jesus with us when He is in heaven, seated at the right hand of the 

Father?  

   -  Jesus is with us by His Spirit (the Helper—the Paraclete). 

  3)  To have the Holy Spirit as our Paraclete is to have God Himself indwelling us as 

believers.  

   -  The Holy Spirit teaches us the Word and guides us into truth.    

             

      -  He reminds us of what Jesus has taught so that we can 

depend on His Word in the difficult times of life.  

   -  The Holy Spirit works in us to give us Christ’s peace, love, and His joy.  

   -  The Holy Spirit comforts our hearts and minds in a troubled world.  

   -  The power of the indwelling Holy Spirit gives us the ability to live by the 

Spirit and “not gratify the desires of the sinful flesh”.  

   -  The Holy Spirit can then produce His fruit in our lives to the glory of God the 

Father.  

   -  What a blessing to have the Holy Spirit in our lives as our Paraclete, our 

Comforter, our Encourager, our Counselor, and our Advocate! 

 

5.  Points to focus on in the Text. 

 

 A.  Witnessing needs to start from the inside out 

  1)  Witness in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth 

  2)  Fellow Jews (inside) 

  3)  You can not leave your initial witness and you go outward, You’re witness should grow as 

a result of going outward. 



 

 B.  Peter refers to Joel the Prophet in the Old Testament 

  1)  The Sufficiency of the Scriptures 

  2)  The Holy Spirit will be poured upon all people 

  3)  Calling upon the Lord will bring salvation. 

  4)  Peter unpackages who the Lord is, it is Jesus 

  5)  The Atonement is at the heart of God’s Plan of Salvation 

  6)  Jesus and the Holy Spirit are inseparable 

 

 

To Be Continued Next Week 

 

 


