
Part 2 of the Sermon Have Faith in God 
Focus on The Second Tree - The Family Tree 

 

Introduction 

 In the text, we can see an event which occurred early on Monday morning of Passion Week.  

 This single event was designed to teach us about the judgment of God that was coming on the nation 

of Israel.  

 They had rejected their Messiah and they were about to pay a terrible price. 

 While this text speaks primarily to Israel, there is also a word of warning here for all of us.  

 The Lord Jesus wants us all to know that He is also examining our own lives.  

 He wants us to know that He is looking for genuine spiritual fruit in our lives.  

 When He finds that fruit, we are blessed.  

 When He does not find it, there is a high price to pay. 

  

 Let’s continue to follow Jesus and His disciples through the text today.  

 

READ  

Mark 11:12-14 

1st Tree (Fig Tree) - Israel 

 12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree 

in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was 

not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his 

disciples heard him say it. 

 

Mark 11:20-25 

2nd Tree (Family Tree) - You and Me 

 20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter 

remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 

 22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, 

throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it 

will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received 

it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so 

that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 

  

1.  Here in the verses 12-14, you can see  

 

 -  The Lord’s Desire (He was hungry and wanted fruit),  

 -  The Lord’s Disappointment (He reached in his hand and found nothing),  

 -  The Lord’s Declaration (No one will eat fruit from this tree again),  

 -  and The Lord’s Demonstration (Which happened the next day when they saw the tree was 

withered from the roots.  

 

 We covered this in last week’s sermon. This is the 1st tree, Israel. 

 

2.  So when the disciples saw the withered tree, Jesus quite frankly says to “Have faith in God.” 

  

 A.  Here is where we can see the “2nd Tree” or the “Family Tree” 

  1)  Notice that Jesus doesn’t say to “Have Faith” 

  2)  He says to “Have Faith IN GOD” 

  3)  There is a big difference between the two. 



   -  We have faith in finances, medicine, our own abilities, etc . . . 

   -  But Jesus says to Have faith IN GOD 

   - Paul is always pointing to the fact that we need to be IN CHRIST. 

   -  Faith is personal. It is faith in “Someone” 

  4)  Without faith it is impossible to please God 

  5)  Your faith comes from hearing scripture which ultimately points us to Christ. 

 

 B.  What Jesus is telling the disciples is to have faith in Him. 

  1)  He will provide for them.  

  2)  He has already done so and will continue to do it. 

  3)  But what Jesus is looking for is spiritual fruit. 

  4)  So here is the 2nd tree in the story, or the Family Tree. 

  

3.  When a tree grows, the natural consequence of growth is to produce fruit.  

 

 A.  You know that the tree has grown, because it has produced fruit. 

 

 B.  In the same way, you have grown here, and now the obligation is to produce.   

  1)  You have received a well balanced teaching of God. 

   -  You have learned the doctrines of scripture here. 

   - God, Salvation, the Kingdom of God, etc . . .  

  2)  Now it is the time to produce. 

   -  When the woman at the well met Jesus and believed, she went back into the town 

to share her faith in Christ. 

   -  She brought the whole town out to see Jesus. 

   -  Jesus told the disciples that the time was now to harvest. 

    

4.  Spiritually speaking, you are also expected to produce.  

 

 A.  You have been taught by Christian leaders and you have participated in a wealth of 

experiences that require you to produce. 

 

 B.  But what I want you to notice is this.   

  1)  Jesus curses the fig tree because the fig tree did not produce out of season.  

  2)  That may seem a little strange.  

  3)  You expect a fig tree to produce in late May or June.  

  4)  But Jesus cursed the fig tree because it didn’t produce fruit even when the fig tree wasn’t 

expected to produce, in early April. 

  5)  What Jesus was really looking for was the first crop of figs.    

   -  That would be the small, juicy figs 

   -  It was the first fruit of the crop. 

   -  It wasn’t for the public but the farmer. 

   -  It was an indication that things were going well. 

  6)  There is a saying that “You can never trust a skinny cook”. 

   -  Most cooks sample or taste the food as it is being prepared. 

   -  If it tastes good then he knows that it will turn out alright. 

   -  Jesus does the same thing. 

   -  We are a work in progress. It is our sanctification. 

   -  We are not at the end of our life but Jesus wants to make sure that we are on the 

right path, the straight and narrow. 

 

5.  Examples of  True Fruit in Your Life God is Looking For 

 



 A.  Here is what Jesus is after  

  1)  The fruit of love  -  Galatians 5:22, 23 

   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

  2)  The fruit of the conversion of souls  -  John 4:36 

   Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that 

the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 

  3)  The fruit of works of righteousness  -  Philippians 1:22 

   If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what 

shall I choose? I do not know! 

  4)  The fruit of financial giving  -  Romans 15:28 

   So after I have completed this task and have made sure that they have received this 

contribution, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way. 

  5)  The fruit of praise  -  Hebrews 13:15 

   Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise, the fruit 

of lips that openly profess his name. 

 

6.  With this in mind, here are some of the challenges you may face to living a fruitful life. 

 

 A.  The Challenge of Famine 

   Mark 11:12 

  “The next day when they came out from Bethany, He was hungry.”  

 

  1)  Amos 8:11  

   “Hear this! The days are coming, this is the declaration of the Lord God, when I will 

send a famine through the land: not a famine of bread or a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of   

   the Lord.” 

  2)  The first challenge to a fruitful life is dealing with spiritual famine.  

  3)  All kinds of people will be searching to hear God’s Word.  

   -  Water, water, everywhere but not a drop to drink.  

   -  Bibles, Bibles, everywhere but no one to speak. 

  4)  There will be fewer people who will rightly divide the word of truth.  

  5)  Fewer people willing to speak out and say what the Bible says to society and life. 

  6)  It is always there. Jesus was hungry and He wanted to be filled.  

   -  He wanted a servant (a fig tree) to fill His spiritual hunger.    

             

             

 -  God has placed a spiritual hunger in your life which only He can satisfy. 

 

 B.  The Challenge of Finding  

  Mark 11:13–14 

  “After seeing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, He went to find out if there was anything 

on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. He said to it,  

 “May no  one ever eat fruit from you again!” And His disciples heard it.”  

  

  1)  To come up the challenge of a fruitful life, one has to find out what God wants me to do in 

and out of season. 

  2)  Jesus expected to find something, even if the season was early for fruit. 

  3)  Discovering what fruit you produce in life, your purpose in life, what God has given you 

to do, is very important to being fruitful. 

 

 C.  The Challenge of Fear 

  Mark 11:18 



  “Then the chief priests and the scribes heard it and started looking for a way to destroy Him. 

For they were afraid of Him, because the whole crowd was astonished by His teaching.”  

  

  1)  Another challenge to a fruitful life is fending off fear that prevents me from spiritual 

nourishment. 

  2)  In this case, the chief priests did not produce fruit because they feared the popularity of 

Jesus Christ.  

  3)  In this case, the religious leaders feared Jesus. They feared Jesus for Who He was. 

 

 F.  The Challenge of Faith   

  Mark 11:21–24 

  “Then Peter remembered and said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that You cursed is 

withered.” Jesus replied to them, “Have faith in God. I assure you: If anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted  

  up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says 

will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, all the things you pray and ask for —believe that  

  you have received them, and you will have them.”  

 

  1)  The next challenge from this passage that can prevent me from having a fruitful life is the 

challenge of faith.  

  2)  Jesus’ disappointment with the fig tree is like his disappointment with Israel and the 

temple, her chief shrine.  

  3)  His judgment pronounced upon the tree is like the threat of God’s judgment soon to fall 

upon the city of Jerusalem, which Jesus’ words and actions in verses 15–19 speak about. 

  4)  Faith means trusting God to help me do what He calls me to do.  

  5)  Jesus says to have faith in God.  

   -  We have to trust that God knows what He wants me to do in life.  

   -  While I can’t see ahead in the journey but God can.  

   -  I have to trust Him for the big steps and little steps in my life. 

  6)  It has well been said that the purpose of prayer is not to get man’s will done in heaven, but 

to get God’s will done on earth. 

 

 G. The Challenge of Forgiveness 

  Mark 11:25–26 

  “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against  anyone, forgive him, so 

that your Father in heaven will also forgive you your wrongdoing. [But if you don’t forgive, neither will your  

  Father in heaven forgive your wrongdoing.]””  

  

  1)  The final challenge to growing fruit in the Christian life is forgiveness.  

  2)  We all have to learn to forgive others so that God can show us how He wants us to be 

fruitful.  

  3)  Forgiveness is tied to fruitfulness.  

   -  I cannot have a fruitful life when my life is full of unforgiveness.  

   -  God does not use bitter people.  

   -  God will only use people who are willing to forgive other people. 

  4)  There is a direct relationship between my horizontal relationship and my vertical 

relationship.  

   -  If I don’t forgive others, God will prevent me from being fruitful.  

   -  If I ask God to forgive me, He will answer me. 

  

Conclusion 

 

 So, what’s the point of this story for you and me?  

  1)  Jesus wants the tree, and by application His children, to be ready to produce at all times.  



  2)  You have learned some things for a reason.  

  3)  You have built some relationships for a reason.  

  4)  God wants you ready to serve Him.  

  5)  God has prepared you to be ready at any time to serve Him.  

  6)  God has given you this time of growth.  

  7)  Now He wants you to be ready to impact the people around you, for Him. 

  8)  So go out there. 

   -  Live your Life 

   -  Shine your Light 

   -  Share your faith   

   -  Explore the discoveries that God has for you.  

   -  Be ready for God to use you in mighty ways,  

    both in good and bad times.  

  9)  God loves you.  

   -  He wants you to share that love with others and to produce fruit fit for the kingdom 

of God. 

 


