
Sermon Notes July  12, 2020 
Mark 4:35-41 

 

 35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to 

the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, 

in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and 

the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the 

stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, 

don’t you care if we drown?” 

 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” 

Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no 

faith?” 

 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind 

and the waves obey him!” 

 

 

1.  Mark’s purpose in writing the gospel is stated in chapter 1, verse 1:  

 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

 

 A.  Mark, like all the other gospel writers has as his goal and his 

objective to make it unmistakably clear, that Jesus is none other than God.   

  1)  Jesus of Nazareth is man, to be sure, but that He is God as well, the 

God-man.  

  2)  This will be demonstrated magnificently in the passage that is 

before us.  

  3)  Mark will paint a beautiful portrait of Jesus’ humanity, and we will 

will also see a staggering demonstration of His deity. 

 

2.  Let’s look at the story, starting in verse 35.  

 35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to 

the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, 

in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and 

the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the 

stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, 

don’t you care if we drown?” 

 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” 

Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no 

faith?” 



 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind 

and the waves obey him!” 

 

 A.  Well, the simple answer to their question is, He is God, because only 

God has such power over wind and waves.  

 

 B.  We shouldn’t be surprised about that, since we hear the testimony of 

John, in John1:1   

  “In the beginning was the Word” - meaning Christ - “and the Word 

was with God, the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 

came into being through Him, and apart from Him    nothing came into 

being that has come into being.”  

  1)  That’s to say that Christ, the Word, is the Creator of everything 

that exists.  

  2)  And if He has the power to create it, He also has the power to 

control it. 

 

 C.  In Hebrews, chapter 1, it speaks of God’s Son, who is appointed heir 

of all things, verse 2,  “through whom also He made the world.”  

  1)  And then in verse 3, He “upholds all things by the word of His 

power.”  

 

 D.  Scripture maintains that God made the world through the agency of 

Christ, and Christ sustains it by His power. 

 

 E.  In Colossians, chapter 1, there is a similar testimony from the 

apostle Paul, where it tells us, in verse 16,  

  “By Him” - that is, by Christ - “all things were created, both in the 

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible . . . all things have been created through 

Him and for Him.  

  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  

 

 F.  Jesus Christ is the Creator and the Sustainer of the creation.    

  1)  That is the testimony of Scripture, and those are only samples of 

the kind of testimony that is repeated in the New Testament regarding Christ.  

 

 G.  Another example is found 1 Corinthians 8, which tells us, 

similarly, that He is the one who has made everything that has been made.   



  “There is but one God, one Father, from whom are all things . . . we 

exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things and we exist 

through Him.”  

  1)  Jesus Christ is the Creator of the universe. 

  2)  All things exist because He made them,    

  3)  And all things are sustained because He sustains them, so that 

when we come to a story like this, what we are seeing is this creative power of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

3.  Jesus’ creative power is demonstrated in every healing miracle.  

  

 A.  Whenever Jesus healed someone, it was a creative miracle.  

  1)  When He had to give the person new limbs, or new organs, that’s 

creation.  

 

 B.  But here, on a grander scale, Jesus demonstrates His power over the 

inanimate world, the wind and the waves.  

  1)  When Jesus has displayed His power over demons, He can also 

control the spiritual world.  

  2)  When He has displayed His power over disease, He can control the 

human world, even in its physicality.  

  3)  And here in the midst of a storm, He has power over the natural 

creation. 

 

 C.  This demonstration of God’s power is really unique in the New 

Testament.  

  1)  There are some other physical miracles, like the feeding of the 

5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000, where He creates food virtually out of nothing, 

and speaks it into existence. 

  2)  This is clearly an indication of His creating power. 

  3)  But in this story this is something on a grander and more powerful 

scale, and the Jesus couldn’t have picked a better place to demonstrate His power 

over His creation.  

 

4.  This lake mentioned in the story is the Sea of Galilee.  

 

 A.  It isn’t specifically mentioned here, but it doesn’t need to be, because 

we know the context.  

  1)  Jesus’ ministry is in Galilee.  



  2)  His basic headquarters is in Capernaum, at the northern edge of the 

Sea of Galilee.  

  3)  He has been traveling in that area, teaching in the villages and 

towns of Galilee.  

 

 B.  On this particular day, Jesus has spent the whole day in that area, on 

the edge of the sea.  

  1)  If you go back to Mark, chapter 4, verse 1, “He began to teach 

again by the sea”, that’s the Sea of Galilee.  

  2)  “Such a very large crowd gathered to Him that He got into a boat 

in the sea and sat down; and the whole crowd was by the sea on the land. And He 

was teaching them many things.” 

  3)  This scene was repeated on a number of occasions.  

  4)  The crowd was so massive that they pressed Him all the way to the 

water’s edge, and the only way He could get some space between Himself and the 

crowd, and say what He wanted to say, would    be to get in a boat, 

and get off the shore into the water a little bit.  

  5)  The water would reflect of His voice, and the surrounding hillsides 

could create very much of an amphitheater, and so it would be easy for Him to be 

heard in that way. 

 

 C.  And the Sea of Galilee could be a very troublesome place if you’re 

there at the wrong time.  

  1)  In very quickly and unexpected ways, the cold winds can 

come, and the waves can get anywhere from five to ten feet.  

  2)  So, this is the place where this story happens, and so it couldn’t 

have been a better place for the Jesus to demonstrate His power over nature, and 

that’s exactly what He does here.  

 

5.  We will start this story with “The Calm BEFORE the Storm”. 

 And Then we’ll look at the “Calm DURING the Storm”. 

 And then we’ll look at the “Calm AFTER the Storm”. 

 And then we’ll look at the “STORM after the CALM”.  

 

 A.  The calm before the storm, begins inverse 35.   

       “On that day when evening was come”.   

  1)  That day means a very specific day.  

   -  What day?  



   -  The very day that started in verse 1, when the Jesus went 

down by the Sea of Galilee, and began to teach, and a huge massive crowd, came 

and He had to get in a little boat.  

  2)  When Jesus taught on the land, after He was finished, He would 

take the disciples aside, and explain the meaning of the parables to them, and not to 

the crowd.  

 

 B.  And remember the last parables Jesus told them  

  1)  It was of the lamp and the basket.  

  2)  And then He told them of the seed planted at night that grows, and 

the farmer knows not how.  

  3)  And then He told them of the mustard seed.  

  4)  And it’s been a long day, and those parables are only 

representative of the parables that He taught.  

  5)  He most likely gave many more parables than just these, and there 

was a full day of teaching.  

 

 C.  We can also assume that people had brought the sick and the needy 

to Him, and there was healing going on as well.   

  1)  We would assume that it was a typically exhausting day for the 

Jesus.      

  2)  Teaching itself can be very, very exhausting, and He did it day, 

after day, after day, after day, with tremendous demands being made on Him. 

 

 D.  And now evening comes and the people leave, and go to their homes.  

  1)  And so Jesus says to the disciples “Let us go over to the other 

side.” 

  2)  We might assume that Jesus was going over to the other side just 

to get a bit of a rest.  

  3)  There were many occasions when Jesus did that, when He tried to 

escape the crushing crowd.  

  4) But if you understand what comes next in the book of Mark, you 

know that that Jesus was getting ready for a battle with some demons on the other 

side of the lake. 

  5)  In Mark, chapter 5, verse 1, it says “they came to the other side of 

the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes, when He got out of the 

boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit  

   met Him.” 

  6)  So Jesus now has another encounter, which has been ordained by 

His Father, with the Gerasene maniac, who is full of demons. 



  7)  And Jesus ends up sending those demons into a herd of pigs, who 

take a dive off the hill and end up in the sea itself.  

 

 E.  So, while it may have been assumed that this is a way to get 

away, and get a bit of a break, it turns out to bring Jesus into one of the most 

formidable and dramatic encounters   

       of His entire life.  

  1)  Jesus always operated on a divine appointment and so this rest was 

perhaps somewhat incidental to Him.  

 

6.  So, verse 36 says, “Leaving the crowd”  

 

 A.  Remember that Jesus is already in a boat.    

  1)  That boat probably belonged to Peter, or John, or Andrew, or 

James, one of those fishermen.  

  2)  And they took Him - “just as He was” which indicates that He 

didn’t go anywhere.  

  3)   He didn’t go to change, didn’t go to eat. 

  4)  They just took Him the way He was, and headed off in the water, 

and then “other boats were with Him.” 

  5)  Everybody else who had a boat and was a follower of Jesus joined 

in, and so now you have this little flotilla going across the Sea of Galilee. 

 

 B.  Luke tells us “they were sailing along,” and Luke uses a very specific 

verb.  

  1)  The verb is pleō, and it means to sail. 

  2)  It isn’t the verb elaunō, which means to row.  

  3)  You row when there’s no wind, you sail when there’s wind, and so 

it was an ideal situation.  

 

 C.  The water was calm, they were sailing along, and those boats had the 

capability of being rowed. 

  1)  They had oars, but they also had a mast and a sail, and when the 

breeze came up, they would sail.  

  2)  They launched from the shore, and they were sailing along, with a 

gentle breeze, in the calm waters of dusk, headed towards the eastern shore. 

 

 D.  In Mark 4:38, it says, “He was asleep on the cushion”, literally, the 

pillow.  

  1)  So Jesus laid down in the boat, and immediately fell asleep.  

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%204.38


  2)  This is a beautiful picture of the truly human Jesus, who is 

exhausted, who is weary.  

  3)  He is the very one who created the water.  

   -  He is the very one who created the sky.  

   -  He created the wood the boat was made of.  

   -  He even created sleep.  

   -  And now, He employs these things for His own benefit, and 

He goes to sleep in the boat.  

  4)  And trailing along behind that boat are all those who were 

followers of His. 

 

 E.  And this is what we’ll call the “Calm before the storm”.  

  1)  It is a beautiful picture of Jesus, totally exhausted, and asleep in a 

comfortable place. 

 

7.  Well, the “Calm Before the Storm” leads to the "Calm During the 

Storm”, because the storm breaks out, according to verse 37. 

 “And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the 

boat so much that the boat was already filling up.”  

  

 A.  A fierce gale of wind is also a ten for a hurricane.  

  1) This is no small storm.  

  2)  We could be talking about a 70-mile an hour wind.  

  3)  Everyone was familiar with storms on the lake.  

  

 B.  So here was a God ordained storm.  

  1)  We could assume that these were specially chosen winds used to 

accomplish this miracle.  

  2)  Jesus in now positioned to demonstrate the fact, that He is the one 

who controls His creation.  

  3)  There is a lesson to be learned here.  

   -  But what is it supposed to teach the disciples?  

 

 C.  The answer is found in verse 40.   

  1)  Jesus asks them “Why are you afraid? How is it you have no 

faith?”  

  2)  This is really a lesson about their faith. 

  3)  The point here is Jesus wants to teach His disciples that He can be 

trusted in the most threatening of circumstances. 



  4)  And it’s so severe, that verse 37 says that “the waves were 

breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up.” 

  

 D.  And now, does this give you some idea of Jesus’ true humanness?  

  1)  He sleeps through the storm. That’s how weary He was.  

  2)  Verse 38 said that “Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the 

cushion.” 

  3)  Have you ever been that tired?  

  4)  Some of us have experienced being so exhausted, so worn out, and 

that’s exactly what Jesus experienced.  

  5)  Jesus understands weariness, and He’s so tired that He sleeps with 

water smashing over the boat, sound asleep, peacefully asleep.  

  6)  That’s the “Calm During the Storm”.  

  7)  Fatigued, totally calm, in the stern with His head on a pillow, Jesus 

is the calm one in the midst of the storm, like the eye of the hurricane. 

  8)  Nobody else was calm during the storm. Only Jesus.  

 

 E.  Verse 38 says,  

  “They woke Him” (aware of the danger) “and said to Him, 

‘Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?’” “How can You just sleep 

when we’re going through this?  

  Don’t You care that we’re perishing?”   

  1)  The word perishing means “to be destroyed”.  

  2)  They understood this was an inevitable death.  

  3)  They were nothing to survive this.  

  4)  They were very clear as to the severity of the danger.  

   -  They knew the situation they were in.  

   -  And so they panicked.  

  5)  Panic was a normal human response to that kind of circumstance.  

  6)  They knew Jesus had power over demons, they knew He had 

power over disease, they knew that He had power over the natural world, as well as 

the supernatural world.  

  7)  But could He save them in this circumstance?  

   -  Could He deliver them from a storm? 

 

 F.  It’s a dark day when sailors call on a carpenter to get them out of the 

storm.   

  1)  Nazareth is a long way from the sea.  

   -  Jesus wasn’t raised on the sea. 



   -  So, they were not looking for a carpenter’s solution to a 

sailor’s dilemma.     

   -  They were looking for a divine solution.  

  2)  They know Jesus has connections with God. 

   -  And so Jesus heard their desperate cries, and He got up, and 

He rebuked the wind, and then He said to the sea, “Hush, be still.”  

   -  No theatrics. No effort.  

   -  He spoke to the wind, and the wind stopped instantaneously.  

             

             

   -  He spoke to the water, and the water stopped 

instantaneously.  

   -  The water and the wind recognized the voice of their Creator.  

   -  Just as He would tell death to release Lazarus,  

    He tells the wind and the waves to obey His will. 

  3)  Both the wind and the waves stopped “it became perfectly calm.”  

   -  The wind stopped immediately, and the waves flattened out.  

   -  That wouldn’t happen if just the wind stopped  

   -  The waves would still go, hit the shore, bounce back.  

   -  That would go on for quite a long time after the winds had 

stopped.  

   -  But Jesus stopped the winds, and at the same time stopped the 

water, simply by speaking.  

  4)  These men had seen the winds come up, and they had seen the 

water whipped up, and they had seen the winds die down, and the water continue 

to boil.  

  5)  But here, the wind and the water stops, and there is a perfect, 

supreme calm. 

  6)  The supernatural power of Jesus is such that, with a word, millions 

of horsepower of wind force is halted; and millions of gallons of water are stopped, 

and made the whole lake calm.  

 

8.  And so, what is Mark telling us by this?  

  

 A.  Mark is telling us that we’re looking at the Creator here.  

  1)  It was Jesus Christ the Son of God, who did this.  

  2)  Jesus is the Son of God proven by His birth, proven by His victory 

over Satan, proven by His teaching, proven by His miracle power, and proven by 

His tremendous control of creation. 

  3)  Jesus has that kind of power.  



   -  He has complete power over nature, and He controls it.  

   -  He created it, He sustains it, and He’ll bring it to its 

recreation in the millennial kingdom in the future.  

 

 B.  This was a lesson in faith for them, so Jesus says to them, “Why are 

you afraid? How is it that you have no faith?”  

  1)  Jesus looks at their panic and fear.  

  2)  But why is it that you :have no faith?”  

  3)  So they just sit there in their silence, after Jesus calmed the storm, 

and Jesus says, “Why such fear? Why such lack of faith? Haven’t I proven that you 

can trust Me already?” 

 

 C.  Well, their faith must have received a big boost that day but their 

reaction really doesn’t demonstrate that. 

  1)  They probably should have said, “Lord, we’ll never ever fear 

again, as long as You’re around. We’ve seen enough. We’re convinced.”  

  2)  But that’s not their reaction. 

 

9.  Their reaction in verse 41 is the “Storm After the Calm.  

 “They became very much afraid.”  

  

 A.  Please notice verse 40.  

  1)  They were afraid during the storm.   

  2)  Now, they’re very much afraid. Why?  

 

 B.  Well, what’s worse than having a storm outside your boat, is having 

God in your boat.  

  1)  That’s enough to panic you. 

  2)  They now know what they were dealing with.  

  3)  The living God was in their boat, the Creator, the controller of His 

creation.  

  4)  And so terror sets in. And panic is not far behind.  

  5)  There was no other explanation.  

   -  They knew this was supernatural, and they said to one 

another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” 

 

 C.  There’s no reason for Mark to answer that rhetorical 

question because there’s only one possibility.   

  1)  Only God controls the elements, and He does it at His own 

discretion, and in this case, for the protection of His own disciples.  



  2)  They needed to know that Jesus not only was God, but that He was 

also their protector. 

  3)  Psalm 55:22 says “Cast your burden on the Lord and He’ll sustain 

you.”  

  4)  1 Peter 5:7 says for us to “cast your care on Him, because He cares 

for you.”  

 

 D.  So, Jesus is communicating two things here.  

  1)  He’s communicating His deity, in the expression of power,  

  2)  And He’s communicating His sympathy, His compassion, and His 

care for his own, in protecting them from premature death.  

 

 E.  This is a story that has no explanation apart from the deity of Jesus 

Christ.  

 


