
Sermon Notes Gospel of Mark 
 

This is a beginning of a sermon series on Mark. We will go Chapter by Chapter, Verse by Verse. Hope you 

enjoy and learn much. 

 

Mark 1:1-12 

 

 1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,2 as it is written in Isaiah 

the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way, 3 a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for him.’” 

 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: 

“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as 

Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, 

being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

 

============================================================================ 

 

1.  Did you notice that the first verse in the gospel of Mark does not contain a main verb:  

 A.  “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). 

 B.  The reason for this is to express the title of Jesus Christ as first and foremost.  

  1)  Whatever story, miracle, parable, exorcism, teaching or event concerning Jesus that is 

found in the gospel of Mark, it is the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ.  

 

 C.  The beginning announcement of Jesus breaks into our lives with the good news, the gospel of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 

2.  The beginning of Mark’s Gospel, starts not with a baby in a manger, but with a prophetic word.  

 

 A.  The quotation from Isaiah in the 2nd verse establishes that Jesus Christ is not a recent fix to 

a creation-gone-bad, but has instead been central to God’s plan all along. 

  1)  While it might seem odd that Mark, who was writing with a Gentile readership in 

mind, should include this prophecy from Isaiah, he does so to establish the roots from which  

   the Christian faith sprang.   

  2)  Jesus does not reject the salvation work that God has done through the Jews, but fulfills it. 

 

 B.  And so the good news begins with the witness of two prophetic texts from Malachi and Isaiah 

that announce a forerunner who will go before the coming of God's Messiah.  

  1)  From Malachi it says that “A messenger of God will go ahead of you”,   

  2)  and Isaiah proclaims that “there will be one who will Prepare the way of the Lord, so 

make his paths straight”.  
 



 C.  The faith of the peoples Messianic hope serves as Mark’s beginning words, which bring 

together the anticipation and fulfillment of God's coming salvation. 

  1)  And so the messenger, witness, and forerunner of this time of fulfillment is John the 

Baptist.  

 

3.  John simultaneously points us back to the past, calls for action from his hearers in the present, and 

points us all into the future. 

  

 A.  Verse 4 says that “John came baptizing in the wilderness”. 

  1)  It seems counter-intuitive that John would go to the wilderness to proclaim his message.  

  2)  Why not go to the city, where people live?  

  3)  The answer is that the wilderness has special meaning to the Jewish people.  

  4)  There was freedom in the wilderness that God led them from their slavery in Egypt.  

  5)  It was in the wilderness that they became a nation.  

 

 B.  The answer is also that John the Baptist is the embodiment of Elijah the prophet, who was 

also associated with the wilderness (1 Kings 17:2-3).  

  1)  The scriptures promised the return of Elijah (Malachi 4:5).  

  2)  John’s dress and diet link him with Elijah.  

  3)  Later Jesus will tell us that Elijah has, indeed, returned, “and they did to him whatever 

they pleased, as it is written about him” (Mark 9:13), clearly pointing to John,     

      whose arrest is mentioned at 1:14. 

 

 C.  From the gospel of Mark, we hear an extensive description of John's identity.  

  1)  He lives in the wilderness near the river Jordan where Jesus is baptized.  

  2)  The baptism John offers is for the people from the Judean countryside as “a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (1:4). 

  3)  John’s baptism is in anticipation for the coming of the Messiah.  

  4)  John even draws people from the city of Jerusalem, the city of religious leaders, who 

“were baptized by John in the river Jordan, confessing their sins” (1:5).  

  5)  John’s baptism of repentance and forgiveness is a call to the people of Judea and those in 

the city of Jerusalem to turn from their godless ways  

   and receive the forgiveness that is present in God. 

 

 D.  The description of John stretches our imagination.   

  1)  For a gospel of few details and action pack stories, Mark lingers to describe John’s outfit.  

  2)  In doing so, Mark highlights for us that even down to his very clothing, John is 

reminiscent of the great prophets of the faith.  

  3)  John’s camel’s hair outfit was several centuries out of fashion, but it was just the kind of 

clothing worn by the prophet Elijah centuries earlier. 

  4)  In ancient Judaism, it was understood that with Elijah all prophecy ceased until the 

coming of the Messiah.  

  5)  So John’s physical appearance signaled to many that the Messiah’s arrival was imminent.  

 

4.  And they came out in droves to hear him preach and to heed his call to repent. 

 

 A.  However, the primary intention of John was not to draw attention to himself, but to the one 

of whom he is the forerunner:  

  1)  “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me, I am not worthy to stoop down 

and untie the thong of his sandals” (Mark 1:7).  

  2)  John’s role is that of a servant,  

  3)  And he is called to serve Jesus, the Messiah. 

 



 B.  And John proclaims that the baptism of this one who is to come,  is radically different from 

his baptism:  

  1)  “‘I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (1:8).  

 

 C.  This is the significant role of John, to call attention to the coming Messiah who will usher in 

God's kingdom.  

  1)  And Jesus’ ministry is empowered by God's Spirit. 

 

5.  The baptism of Jesus by John in the river Jordan is a baptism in which the manifestation of the Holy 

Spirit is evident:  

 

 A.  “And just as he was coming up out of the water, Jesus saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him” (Mark 1:10).  

  1)  The voice from heaven confirms who Jesus is: “And a voice came from heaven: “You are 

my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). 

 

 B.  At this moment, John fulfills his role as the one who is the forerunner, the one who is called 

to make known the various titles of Jesus as “the Messiah, the Son of God” (1:1),   

          “the Lord” (1:3), the one who “will baptize with the Holy Spirit” (1:8), 

and the one who is “God's) Son, the Beloved” (1:11).  

 

 C.  Within the opening verses of the gospel we are introduced to Jesus,  and we see and hear for 

ourselves the one who is “the beginning of the good news” (Mark 1:1). 

 

6.  And so why did the people flock to John?  

 

 A.  They came because John the Baptist brought a message of hope and anticipation and 

expectancy.  

 

 B.  John created great excitement the Messiah’s Advent, about Christ’s coming. 

  

 C.  Now you have to admit, prophets were weird.  

  1)  Their visual appearance let you know that they were other-worldly.  

  2)  This is not just a normal day-to-day interaction with the baker at the bread shop, or the 

checker at the grocery store. 

  3)  This is a person God has called to awaken within us the bigger story, the overarching story 

that defines our lives.  

  4)  Prophets point us to that which is much bigger than our daily tasks and responsibilities. 

 

 D.  But make no mistake, Mark tells us that John is a prophet and his role is that of the 

Preparation for Jesus, the Messiah.  

  1)  John’s primary role is to Point. 

  2)  And so John points to Jesus as the one we have been waiting for.  

  3)  Nearly every time John the Baptist is portrayed in art, he has one figure Pointing to Jesus.  

  4)  You can always pick out John the baptist by his extended finger pointing to the direction 

of Jesus. 

  5)  And John’s role as the one who points to Jesus is one we should imitate.  

  6)  Our job as believers is to also Point to Jesus and then to actively work to Prepare for Jesus. 

  7)  But not just for baby Jesus, but to prepare for mature Jesus who came to proclaim the good 

news of God’s Kingdom is at hand. 

 

7.  So how do we prepare today? 

 



 A.  What does it mean to get ready for the Lord’s coming? 

 

 B.  John tells us to prepare by looking to our own past and repenting and then looking to the 

future, looking to Christ’s return with joyous expectation.  

  

 C.  We prepare by turning from our own sin. 

  1)  The Greek word Mark used for repent means “to change one’s mind.”  

  2) The Hebrew for repent means “to turn around,” to change one’s will and conduct. 

  3)  This involves repentance and confession. 

  4)  It involves Honesty.  

  5)  Repentance and confession means that we face the truth about ourselves and changing the 

direction of our lives.  

  6)  And frankly, who wants to do that?  

  7)  It is hard work.  

 

 D.  Repentance and Confession require a searching and an honest looking back. 

 

 E.  But this John also insists on keeping the focus on the future and the one who is to come.  

 

 F.  We prepare for the future by looking to our past and changing our actions today. 

 

8.  But John comes preaching “the baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4b). 

  

 A.  There are two understandings of Jewish baptisms. 

  1)  One is ritual washings with which people cleansed themselves of spiritual impurity. 

  2)  The other tradition is proselyte baptism of Gentile converts to Judaism, an introduction 

cleansing rite performed by immersion. 

 

 B.  However, there are major differences between each of these traditions and John’s baptism: 

  1)  Ritual bathing was a self-administered, oft-repeated ritual, but John personally administers 

his baptism, apparently as a one-time rite. 

  2)  Proselyte baptism was for Gentiles only, signifying entry into membership in the people of 

God.  

   -  Jews were already members of the people of God, and thus assumed to need no 

baptism.  

   -  John’s baptism, however, is specifically directly to the Judeans and Jerusalemites 

who came to hear him, presumably all Jews. 

 

 C.  It seems likely that John borrowed from both traditions (ritual washings and proselyte 

baptism), but establishes his own baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

  1)  Regarding this requirement that Jews be baptized, prophets such as John were called by 

God to help people see with new eyes, and to respond in new and often uncomfortable ways.  

  2)  In this instance, John is telling the Jews that they are in need of God’s forgiveness.  

  3)  In that, they are no different than Gentiles.  

  4)  John baptized them to prepare them for the day when God would come in judgment.  

  5)  It was a first step toward a new life. 

 

9.  John’s is a baptism of repentance.  

 

 A.  We tend to think of repentance as feeling guilty about our sins, but it is more than that.  

  

 B.  The Greek word, metanoia, means a change of mind or direction. 



  1)  When we learn a new and better way of thinking, we naturally respond by changing our 

behavior to accord with our new understanding.  

  2)  If our earlier actions harmed others or ourselves, we will feel sorry that we acted in those 

ways and for the harm that we caused.  

  3)  In that sense, guilt is part of repentance, but guilt becomes true repentance only when it 

causes us to change our mind and direction. 

 

•  

•   


