
Sermon Notes May 23 

Pentecost Sermon - 2021 

 

Acts 2:1-4 

 

 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw 

what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 

1.  Pentecost always came at the same time of Year but this time it was Different. 

 

 A.  This Pentecost came 50 Days after the Passover just as every other Pentecost.   

  1)  But this year, The Passover Celebration and the Crucifixion of Jesus happen at the same 

time. 

 B.  And then 40 days after Passover and 10 Days before Pentecost, the Ascension of Jesus 

occurred. 

  1)  Obviously this was something new. 

  2)  The number 40 is a powerful number in Jewish understanding. 

 C.  And 10 days after the Ascension of Jesus came Pentecost, and this Pentecost was also 

different than ever before. 

2.  The Disciples were continually taught about the Kingdom of God by Jesus. 

 

 A.  Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God became a reality at Pentecost 

 

3.  Notice the Aspect of Speaking in Tongues at this Pentecost. 

  

 A.  This is the evidence of the Holy Spirit coming to people. 

  *  Acts 10:46 

   For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.   

  *  Acts 19:6 

   And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and 

they spoke with tongues, and prophesied. 

 B.  And so the notion of the Holy Spirit being present not in an external way but internally is 

also a new concept. 

 

4.  One of Jesus’ Main Themes He taught was  that “The Kingdom of God is near”  

 

 A.   Now at this Pentecost, the concept of the Kingdom of God is that it is Now to be Found 

Within You. 

  1)  The Kingdom of God is now more personal than ever before 

 

5.  At this Pentecost, The Concept of the Ideal and the Real became the Same Thing. 

 

 A.  To Know about Jesus (understanding) was now to actually participate in His Kingdom. (a 

part of) 

 B.  The Merging of these Two Concepts, The Ideal and the Real  happened at the Same Time. 

  1)  The Ideal Concept of the Kingdom of God was happening right before their very eyes. 

  2)  There was no more delay. It was here and now. 

  3)  And because the Kingdom of God was here, your reaction to it was also to be immediate. 

   *  Once people put their faith in Christ, the first thing they would do is get baptized. 

   *  We now have classes or wait for a convenient time. 

 



6.  But at this Pentecost, something different happened to the Crowd. 

 

 A.  There was a Noticeable Transformation of the People taking place. 

  Romans 8:11 

  And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

  1)  What was before an External Understanding, was Now an Internal Reality   

 B.  So, what does it mean to be “in Christ”?    
  1)  Galatians 3:26-28 gives us insight into the phrase “in Christ” and what it means.  

   “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 

free, nor is     there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  

 C.  Paul is speaking to the Christians in Galatia, reminding them  of their new identity since 

they placed their faith in Jesus Christ.    

  1)  To be “baptized into Christ” means that they were identified with Christ, having left their 

old sinful lives and fully embracing the new life in Christ.  

  2)  When we respond to the Holy Spirit's drawing, He “baptizes” us into the family of God.  

   1 Corinthians 12:13 says,  

    “For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 

Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

 D.  To be “in Christ” means we have accepted His sacrifice as payment for our own sin.  

  1)  Our rap sheets contain every sinful thought, attitude or action we have ever committed.  

  2)  No amount of self-cleansing can make us pure enough to warrant forgiveness and a 

relationship with a holy God.  

  3)  In our natural sinful state we are enemies of God.  

  4)  When we accept His sacrifice on our behalf, He switches accounts with us.   

  

  5)  He exchanges our list of sins for His perfect account that is totally pleasing to God.  

  6)  A Divine Exchange takes place at the foot of the cross.  

  7)  We get to exchange our old sin nature for His perfect one. 

 

7.  So, in order to Enter the Presence of a Holy God, we must be Hidden in the Righteousness of Christ.  

 

 A.  To be “in Christ” means that God no longer Sees our Imperfections.  

 B.  Rather, He sees the Righteousness of His Own Son, Jesus.  

 C.  Only when we are “in Christ” is our Sin Debt cancelled, our Relationship with God 

Restored, and our Eternity Secured. 

 

8.  The Effects of the Holy Spirit on the Soul is Dramatic 

 

 A.  Ephesians 2:8 

  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God. 

 B.  The word Gift is an important one in the Bible,  and it is good that we Understand its 

Definition and Implications.  

  1)  In the New Testament, there are several Greek words translated “gift.”  

  2)  Some of these words are used in contexts other than God’s gift of salvation,  such as 

the reciprocal gift-giving of celebrants, the things received from fathers, offerings to a ministry,  

   and the gifts of the magi. 

 C.  However, when it comes to the Matter of our Salvation, the New Testament writers used 

Different Greek Words.   

  1)  Instead, the words they used emphasized the gracious and absolutely free quality of the 

gift.  



  2)  If something is a “gift of grace,” it cannot be earned.  

  3)  To work for something is to deserve it, and that would produce an obligation, a gift of 

debt, as it were.  

  4)  That is why Our Works destroy God’s Grace.   

 D.  When presenting salvation, the New Testament writers carefully chose words that emphasize 

grace and freedom.   

  1)  As a result, the Bible could not be more clear.  

  2)  Salvation is absolutely free, the true gift of God in Christ, and our only responsibility is to 

receive the gift by faith. 

 

9.  But the Holy Spirit over time, also allows us the bear “Fruit” 

  

 A. So what's the Difference between a Gifts and Fruit? 

 

  A Gift is instantaneous such as Salvation 

   A Fruit is developed over time such as your character 

 

  A Gift is an indication of the giver 

   A Fruit is a by-product of the grower 

 

  A Gift is a single entity  

   A Fruit can grow into more fruit 

  

 B.  Fruit of the Spirit 

  1)  First of all, the fruit of the Spirit are the Holy Spirit’s fruit found in the life of the 

believer.   

  2)  They are not our own fruit or they would be called the "fruit of the disciple” instead of 

"fruit of the Spirit."   

  3)  We can do nothing without the Lord, and it is only as we remain in Him that we bear any 

fruit (John 15:5).  

  4)  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control (Gal 5:22,23).  

 C.  The Greek word for fruit is karpos, which literally means the produce of a tree, plant; or 

animal (i.e., offspring or young).   

  1)  In a figurative sense it also means production or that which is produced, as in conduct or 

actions.  

  2)  That is the sense in which the word karpos is used by the apostle Paul in Galatians 5.  

  3)  In other words, the fruit of the Spirit are qualities that the Holy Spirit produces in our 

lives, which may be observed in our conduct, our actions, our words, our attitudes, and our demeanor. 

 D.  Jesus said we would know people by their fruits not their gifts.     

  1)  People will know we are Jesus’ disciples by our love (Jn 13:35).  

  2)  The fruit are evidence of godly character in a disciple’s life, because they can only grow 

out of a life that is dead to self and that lives by the Spirit (Gal 5:16, 24, 25). 

 

10.  Ultimately at the judgment, the test that will determine whether we truly know the Lord will be the 

fruit found in our lives (Matt 25:31-46).   

 

 A.  Those who merely function in the gifts, but do not obey the commands of Jesus Christ, will 

be eternally separated from God (Mt 7:21-23).   

 B.  It’s the ones who hear the Word of God and act on it that will be able to stand in the 

judgment. 

  1)  There is an eternal aspect to the fruit.   

  2)  It never fades away or fails.   



  3)  The fruit of faith, hope, and love will remain long after the gifts like prophecy and tongues 

have ceased (1 Co 13:8, 13).   

 C.  So we know that a person has been filled with the Holy Spirit by the gifts we see manifested 

in his life.  

  1)  The gifts are primarily tools that God has given us to stimulate faith in others and to 

minister to them.   

  2)  However, in order to live your life in such a way that is pleasing to Him, you must bear 

fruit.  

  3)  Without the fruit of love growing out of our hearts, everything else would be worthless. 

 D.  I’m personally thankful  for the gifts of the Holy Spirit that He has manifested in my life, but 

I’m even more thankful for the fruit of the Spirit. 

 

 Galatians 5:13-26 

  13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 

indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be 

destroyed by each other. 

  16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the 

flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with 

each other, so that you  are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 

  19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry 

and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; 

drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 

kingdom of God. 

  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 

Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 

 When this is the Pattern of You Life, then the Real and the Ideal of the Kingdom of 

God Becomes the Same. 

 


