
Sermon Notes December 22, 2019 
 

Today we hear a lot about Fake News verses Real News 

 -  It sort of reminds me of myself when my Dad would asked me “What happened?” 

 -  When I did something wrong, I would “sort of” make things up  just to get out of trouble. 

 

It’s hard to explain the “Bad Things we do” when we are asked.  

 -  “Why in the world would you ever did you do that?  

 -  That’s what sin does to us. 

 

On the other hand, it is also “Hard to Explain” why we do some of the Good Things. 

 -  Sometimes they too are beyond explanation.  

 

I find God’s Love, Grace and Mercy to be that way also.  

 -  They go Beyond Explaining. 

 -  Theologically, we do the Bad because of our Own Sinful Nature 

 -  The Good comes from God, and we tend to be Bewildered by it. 

 -  In the Garden when Adam and Eve sinned, Adam blamed Eve. Nice guy!And so when Judgment 

was Pronounced by God  

  He also offered Mercy by foretelling of the Birth of Christ. 

 

When it comes to the Birth of Christ there are so many things that Befuddle us. 

 -  Why a virgin birth? 

 -  Why Joseph and Mary? 

 -  Why did they have to travel to Bethlehem? 

 -  Could God not find anyone better than shepherds? 

 -  When Joseph and Mary took Jesus to be dedicated on the 8th day, she heard the news about the birth 

of Jesus which will pierce her heart. 

 

Which brings me to John 3:16. 

 -  Everything God does, springs forth from this simple yet profound verse. 

 -  But to understand it, you need the previous 2 verses as well as the 2 following verses. 

 

John 3:9-21 

 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell 

you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our 

testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 

speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the 

Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is 

the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 

evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be 

exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 
have done has been done in the sight of God. 

 



Once again, God’s Love is Beyond Comprehension. 

 -  God’s Love for humans is explained in Lamentations 3:22.“The steadfast love of God endures all 

the day”. 

 -  In Psalm 52:8: it proclaims "I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever”.  

 -  And in Romans 8:39: it says that "Neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God”.   

 -  The Bible continually Emphasizes the Central Role that Love plays in our Lives.  

 -  One of the descriptions of God Himself is that “God is love” (1 John 4:16).  

 -  It doesn’t say that Gods loves. 

  It says that God IS love. 

  He can’t do anything without it Coming from Love. 

 

In other places in Scripture, we are urged to become Perfected in the Love of God.  

 -  Do you know how to love like God?  

 -  How do you achieve this kind of godly love?  

 -  Is it even possible to love like God does?  

 

There are 3 things I want to Unpack Today  

 1. What is the Source of Godly Love 

 2. What is the Depth of God’s Love 

 3. And how do we Develop God’s Love 

 

1.  What is the Source of Godly Love? 

 

 A.  Love is a uniquely Human Trait that cannot be explained as the End Result of an 

Evolutionary Process.   

  1)  Love comes from God, our Creator.  

  2)  Genesis 1:26 tells us God’s words at the creation of humanity: “Let Us make man in Our 

image, according to Our likeness.”  

  3) Since Human have the Capability to Love, and since we are made in the Likeness of God,  

  4)  God must be the Source of Love. 

 

 B.  Jesus Christ, who came and Dwelt on earth as God in the Flesh, Exemplified the Love of God 

for us.  

  1)  On the evening before Jesus faced a brutal scourging and death by crucifixion, He 

reflected on the ultimate in love from a human perspective:  

   “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 

15:13). 

 

 C.  And if go back to John 3:16, we can see that God Himself is the Source of Love 

  16 For God so loved the world 

 

2.  Which Brings us to The Full Depth of God’s love 

 

 A.  Matthew 5:43-46 Jesus Himself says “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,  

  do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 

that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good,  

  and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward 

have you?”   

  

 B.  Jesus actually Practiced what He Preached. 

  1)  It wasn’t just the Father who loved the world. Jesus did too.  



  2)  Since Jesus led a Sinless Life, He didn’t have to Die.  

  3)  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Romans 6:23).  

  4)  Jesus could have Rightly Claimed Eternal Life.  

  5) But He stood in the gap for us and said to His Father that He would take the Death Penalty 

for the sins of His friends and, more significantly, for the sins of His Enemies. 

 

 C.  This Attitude is an Essential Part of understanding the Love of God.   

  1)  Even in the agony of the crucifixion, Christ spoke this way of His enemies who were 

killing Him: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 23:34). 

 

 D.  This Christ-Like Attitude is one of the Hardest things to have, but the Rewards are Worth 

It!  

  1)  Yet there is even more to your development of godly love. 

 

3.  Which brings us to How do you Develop the Love of God? 

 

 A.  Few people really understand the True Plan of God.  

 

 B.  The Plan of God begins to Unfold with the Offer of Eternal Life to All Mankind.  

  1)  “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten 

Son into the world, that we might live through Him” (1 John 4:9).  

 

 C.  The Love of God is Expressed through His Offer of a Chance to Join His Spiritual Family 

and Live Forever. 

 

 D.  So, what then does God want us to do?   

  1)  He wants us to Follow in the Steps of Jesus to Develop the Same Kind of Love.  

  2)  As the apostle Paul wrote: “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and 

into the patience of Christ” (2 Thessalonians 3:5). 

 

4.  How does this transformation happen within yourself?  

  

 A.  It happens in 3 Steps 

  1)  Your first step should be to Believe that there is a God. 

  2)  Then you prove that the Bible is the Word of God 

  3)  And finally study that Word and Do it.  

   “But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we 

know that we are in Him” (1 John 2:5). 

 

 B.  God’s Love is not just expressed by the fact that Jesus was willing to die for mankind, but 

that He Lives for Us as Well.   

  1)  Godly Love is Expressed in How we Live like Him. 

 

 C.  When the Jewish leaders asked Jesus  what the Greatest Commandment was, He replied, 

   “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your   

   neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law  and the 

Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). 

  1) In answering this way, Jesus summarized the Whole Emphasis of the 10 Commandments.  

  2)  The First Four Commandments describe ways we Actively Express our Love toward God, 

the Way we Live when our Heart, Mind and Soul are Focused in Love towards Him. 



  3) The Last Six Commandments describe ways in which our Love toward our fellow man is 

expressed, both in mind and in action. 

 

5.  The Result of Living with God’s Love is that we can now Live for those God Loves too.  

 

 A.  As surprising as it may seem, God expects us to become Perfected by having the Same Love 

as Jesus has. 

 

 B.  Jesus laid down His life not just for His friends, not just for His Followers who came after, 

but for All Mankind. 

 

 C.  And more than that, He Perfectly kept the Commands of God throughout His Whole Life. 

 

 D.  What we must Do, is Seek to Grow in that Same kind of Love.  

  1)  This is the Goal we must Pursue in This Life.  

  2)  The Path to Godly Love requires a Commitment from Us to both Know and then Follow 

the Word of God.  

   “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.”  

  3)  And His commandments are not burdensome (1 John 5:3). 

 

6.  So when you think of Christmas with all the trimmings, know this. 

 

 -  God loved you before the foundations of the World. 

 -  He loved you when Adam sinned. 

 -  He loved you when He sent His Son, Jesus Christ to be born. 

 -  Jesus loved and forgave you on the cross. 

 -  The Holy Spirit loved you when Jesus was resurrected. 

 -  And you love God in return, when you believe that Jesus died for your sins and you place your faith 

and trust in Him. 

 -  And your love is perfected when it extends to everyone you meet. 

 -  God’s Ultimate Plan, the God of the Universe, who created you, loved you and died for you, is that 

today He can live through you. 

 

Here is a email I read the other day called “Who Started Christmas?” 

  

 A few years ago I heard a story on the radio of a woman who was out Christmas shopping with her 

two children. After many hours of looking at row after row of toys and everything else imaginable. And after 

hours of hearing both her children asking for everything they saw on those many shelves, she finally made it to 

the elevator with her two kids. 

  She was feeling what so many of us feel during the holiday season time of the year. Overwhelming 

pressure to go to every party, every housewarming,  taste all the holiday food and treats, getting that perfect 

gift for every single person on our shopping list, making sure we don't forget anyone on our card list, and the 

pressure of making sure we respond to everyone who sent us a card. 

  Finally the elevator doors opened and there was already a crowd in the car. She pushed her way into 

the car and dragged her two kids in with her and all the bags of stuff. When the doors closed she couldn't take 

it anymore and  stated, "Whoever started this whole Christmas thing should be found, strung up and shot." 

  From the back of the car everyone heard a quiet calm voice respond, "Don't worry. We already 

crucified him." For the rest of the trip down the elevator it was so quiet you could have heard a pin drop. 

  Don't forget this year to keep the One who started this whole Christmas thing in your every thought, 

deed, purchase, and word. If we all did it, just think of how different this whole world would be. 

 
  Have a Merry and a Blessed Christmas, Today and Forevermore. 

  Praise God. 


