
Sermon Notes April 4, 2021 
 

The Shame of the Cross is Frequently Forgotten by Modern-Day Christians.    

 -  Crucifixion was the ultimate in insult and public contempt for a criminal.  

 -  It is impossible for us even to begin to understand the horror of the cross to the sinless soul of the 

innocent divine Son of God. 

 

We have heard Many Sermons on the Sufferings of Christ on the Cross.  

 -  Words do not have the capacity to communicate the suffering Christ experienced as he died for our 

sins. 

 

The Loneliness of the Cross was Terrible. Jesus was Forsaken by his Friends.  

 -  In the midst of his agony, he felt forsaken by God and cried out, “My God, my God, why have thou 

forsaken me?” 

 

But the Writer of the Book of Hebrews, Injects into our Thinking an Idea that Appears to Contradict 

This Notion.  

 -  He makes much of the fact that a part of our Lord’s motive for enduring the agony of the cross was 

for “the joy that was set before him”.  

 -  Is it possible that one could endure such agony, such loneliness, such shame, such horror, and yet 

experience joy in doing so?  

 -  The writer of Hebrews says yes.  

 

And so there were at least Three Joys that led Jesus Christ to the Cross. 

 

1.  The Joy of Glorifying God 

 

 A.  In his Great Prayer, Jesus prayed,  “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son,  that thy Son 

also may glorify thee” (John 17:1). 

  1)  To glorify means to “Make Known.” 

  2)  Jesus came to the earth to Make Known the Nature, Character, and Purpose of God. 

  3)  In this Petition Jesus prays that God might Reveal the Nature and the Divine Purpose of 

Jesus of Nazareth who was to be Manifested as the Son of God in the Miracle of Resurrection. 

  4)  And Jesus, by this Petition, is Affirming His Purpose to Make Known the Nature and 

Character of God by his Death on the Cross. 

 

 B. So, What is God like? 

  1)  He is the Eternal Creator. 

  2)  He is the Almighty Sovereign. 

  3)  He is the Majestic and Holy God. 

  4)  He is the God who is Both Righteousness and Just. 

 

2. The Joy of the Highest Possible Personal Achievement. 

 

 A.  Could Jesus have Escaped the Cross? 

  Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more 

than twelve legions of angels? (Matthew 26:53) 

 

 B.  The Bible tells us that theAangels were Eyewitnesses to Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross.  

  1)  What must the Angels have thought as they Witnessed Jesus’ Death on the Cross?  



  2)  What must they have Thought as they Heard Him be Accused?  

  3)  And what must they have Thought when they who had Worshiped Jesus in Heaven, now 

saw the people Mocking Jesus and then put a Reed in his Hand and proclaimed, ‘Hail, king of the Jews’?  

  4)  And what must have gone through the Minds of Angels as they saw someone taking some 

Thorns and weaving it together and said to themselves  

   ‘Surely they will not put that on his head?’  

  5)  And what must the Angels have thought of the Human Race when they saw the Son of 

God nailed to a Cross?” 

 

 C.  The Bible tells us What the Angels were Doing at that Very Moment.  

  1)  Matthew 26:53 says the angels were standing on the precipice of Heaven, awaiting the 

order from God the Father to deliver His Son.  

  2)  But that order never came.  

  3)  Jesus said in Matthew 26:53 to His accusers, “Do you think that I cannot appeal to My 

Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”  

  4)  But Jesus never made that request, because He understood His purpose for coming.  

  5)  Jesus said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).  

  6)  Christ came to make the only acceptable sacrifice for our sins, and the angels witnessed 

the whole episode. 

 

 D.  But it did not stop there.  

  1)  Three days later, the angels were also eyewitnesses to Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  

  2)  On that Easter Sunday morning, a violent earthquake occurred.    

  3)  And at that moment, an angel came and rolled the stone away.  

  4)  The angel sat upon that stone, and the women came to find the Lord.  

  5)  Just picture that angel, sitting on that stone, with his arms probably crossed as if to say, 

“So much for the power of the grave!”  

  6)  The women inquired where the Lord was, then the angel said, “Do not be afraid; for I 

know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen,  

   just as He said” (Matthew 28:5-6). 

 

 E.  Perhaps this questions is idle speculation, but it is evident that Satan thought that he could 

avoid the cross. 

  1)  Satan offered him the kingdom of this world if he would but fall down and worship him. 

  2)  The heart of this temptation was a suggested escape from the cross and a convenient way 

to win the kingdoms of this world for God. 

  3)  Jesus rejected this suggestion and endured the cross because there was no other way to 

save people. 

 

 F. In doing so, he was to achieve the highest possible destiny for his life. 

  1)  Apart from the sufferings of the cross, there could be no resurrection form the tomb and 

demonstration of the reality of eternal life. 

  2)  Apart from the suffering of the cross, there could be message of redemption to a lost 

world. 

  3)  Apart from the sufferings of the cross, there could be for Jesus no divine approval and 

exaltation. 

  4)  Jesus’ first recorded words were, “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” 

  5)  And from the cross, he cried, “It is finished.” 

  6)  This was not the last gasp of a defeated idealist. 

  7)  It was the shout of triumph of one who had fully achieved his unique and divinely 

ordained destiny. 

  8) It was, in a profoundly sober way, a shout of joy. 



 

3. The Joy of Saving Souls. 

 

 A.  Jesus endured the cross to experience the joy of saving you and me from sin. 

  1) We were slaves, and he came to set us free. 

  2) We were guilty, and he came to cleanse us. 

  3) We were helpless, and he came to rescue us. 

  4) We were in a hopeless condition, and he came and gave us life. 
 

 B. He died for our sins. 

  1) He makes forgiveness possible. 

  2) He gives new life, eternal life, spiritual life, and divine life 

 

 C. The joy of rendering the highest possible service to you and meeting the deepest need of your 

heart and life  was a part of the joy that led Jesus to suffer the agony of the cross. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 Was the death of Christ on the cross a waste as far as you are concerned?  

 If you have rejected him, then as far as you are concerned, he died in vain.  

 Let his death on the cross be your death to sin.   

 Let the life he revealed on the first Easter morn be your life. 

 Let his example challenge you to give your life completely to the divine plan.  

 Determine to live so as to glorify God in your daily life that others might come to your Savior and be 

saved by his death on the cross and be transformed by his living presence. 

 


