
 

Sermon Notes for Sunday, May 16 
 

Mark 8:1-21 

 1 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his 

disciples to him and said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days 

and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them 

have come a long distance.” 

 4 His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed 

them?” 

 5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. 

 “Seven,” they replied. 

 6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, 

he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people, and they did so. 7 They had a few 

small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. 8 The people ate and 

were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 9 About 

four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his disciples and went to 

the region of Dalmanutha. 

 11 The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from 

heaven. 12 He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will 

be given to it.” 13 Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side. 

 14 The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them in the boat. 

15 “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.” 

 16 They discussed this with one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.” 

 17 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you 

still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to 

hear? And don’t you remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls 

of pieces did you pick up?” 

 “Twelve,” they replied. 

 20 “And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you 

pick up?” 

 They answered, “Seven.” 

21 He said to them, “Do you still not understand?” 

 

 

 In the text today there are 3 Different Groups with 3 Different problems but they all have the same 

solution. The 3 different groups are the Gentile Crowd, the Pharisees and the 12 disciples. 

 We were created in the image of God. There is a Trinity to God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. There is also a trinity to us; the body (our own selfish needs), the soul (our intellect), and the spirit (our 

inward emotions/passions and desires). If we look closer at the 3 circumstance we can still that they all 

represent the 3 different area of the human condition. 

 

Group #1 - The Gentiles (Verses 1-10) 

 With the Gentiles, they had been following Jesus for 3 days and had no food. It wasn’t their fault. 

They were doing what they were supposed to do. Following Jesus. But this got them in trouble. They did 

everything right but it now seemed to have got them in a bit of a pinch. 

 Notice that Jesus had compassion for them so he provide a miracle for them. He multiplied some fish 

and bread. There are some notable differences with this miracle and the first one. The first miracle was for the 
Jews and this one is for the Gentiles. Jesus is now expanding His ministry to include the world. 



 These people were just as hungry for God as the Jews. In their own quest for their spiritual hunger to 

be satisfied, they turned to Jesus and He did so through their physical need. 

 

Group #2 - The Pharisees (Verses 11-13) 

 The second group, the Pharisees really did want anything from Jesus. Infact they came to discredit 

Him. And so they wanted a “sign” from him. This intellectual exercise failed miserably because Jesus knew 

their intent. This wasn’t the first time the Pharisees tried to trick Jesus and I imagine He was getting a little 

frustrated with them. If they would only acknowledge Jesus for who He was then their spiritual hunger would 

have been satisfied.   

 

Group # 3 - The Disciples (Verses 14-21) 

 In the 3rd story we have the Disciple and their spiritual dullness once again raises to the top. When 

Jesus makes the comment to avoid the “yeast of the Pharisees and Herod” they are completely dumbfounded. 

What Jesus meant to be a teaching moment when you go from the “physical to the spiritual” the disciple can’t 

get over the physical realm. Jesus is always trying to get us to “Think and Operate Spiritually”. In order to 

make the transition we need ears to hear and eyes to see. Once again that can only come from God. 

 


