
Sermon Notes April 12, 2020 
Mystery of God 

 

 

Introduction 

 

1.  Here is something interesting that most people don’t think about. 

  

 A.  Everybody knows when Jesus died.  

  1)  It was at 3:00 pm on a Friday afternoon. 

  2)  It was a well recored and witnessed event. 

 

 B.  But nobody knows when He was resurrected. It is a Mystery 

  1)  The women were on the way to the tomb to take care of a dead body. 

  2)  But when they got there, the rock was rolled away, the tomb was empty, and there were a 

couple of angels there. 

  3)  It fact the angels told the women that Jesus was on the move. He had places to go, people 

to see, things to do. 

  4)  In John’s Gospel, Mary had a conversation with what she thought was a gardener but it 

was Jesus, and He had already been resurrected. 

 

 C.  So we know that Jesus was resurrected on the third day, but when. 

  1)  From a Jewish perspective that could have been anytime from sundown Saturday to 

sundown Sunday. 

 

2.  So, why don’t we know when Jesus was resurrected. 

 

 A.  I believe that this was something that pertained exclusively between the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit. 

  

 B.  After all, they didn’t need our help anyway. 

  1)  Besides, we caused the problem in the first place. 

 

 C.  One of the keys to understanding this is the fact that when Jesus was resurrected, He 

claimed to have ALL power and authority. 

  1)  Jesus’ resurrection was a dynamic victory 

 

Read the Text 

John 20:19-29 

 

 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 

locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 

20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 

Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 



 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were 

locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” 

 

 

3.  So, why were the disciples afraid on Sunday evening. 

  

 A.  They were hiding in the Upper Room. 

  1)  They thought they they were next. 

  2)  If they crucified Jesus, the disciples would be next. 

  3)  They came after Jesus, They were coming after them. 

  4)  It was in their fear and isolation that drove their actions. 

 

 B.  But Jesus found them in the Upper Room while they were hiding. 

  1)  You see, the earthly authoritys were seeking them 

  2)  But Jesus was also seeking them. 

  3)  And He got there first. 

  4)  Twice He tells them “Peace I give unto you” 

 

4.  The Kingdom of God is a “Forward Looking” Kingdom 

 

 Luke 9:62 

 Jesus replied, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 

God.” 

 

 Verse 19 in the text  

 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked 

for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 

 

 A.  The disciples were in seclusion because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. 

  1)  They were fearful of being arrested and suffering the same fate as Jesus.  

  2)  They still did not believe Mary’s story that Jesus was alive.  

  3)  And so they locked the doors and Jesus still appeared before them. 

  4)  Jesus, however, will not be stopped by locked doors.  

   -  He who is himself the “door” of the sheep (John 10:7) comes right through those 

locked doors and appears in the midst of his frightened sheep.  

  5)  He comes not to confront his disciples with their failures, but to grant them peace.  

  6)  His greeting, “Peace be with you,” carries the sense of the Hebrew greeting “shalom,” a 

blessing that connotes more than tranquility, but a deep sense of well being. 

  7)   It is the kind of peace the world cannot give (John 14:27). 

 

 B.  Jesus showed them his wounds and then they rejoiced. 

  Verse 20 

  20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were when they saw 

the Lord.  

 

  1)  It is noteworthy that like so many of us the disciples had to see Jesus for themselves.  

  2)  For them, the movement ended with the crucifixion of Jesus.  



  3)  They were totally unprepared for the resurrection.  

  4)  The words of John 16:16-24 which foretold of Jesus’ death and return to the Father had 

not take root in their lives.  

  5)  They did not believe Mary’s report.  

  6)  They only believed when they saw Jesus for themselves. 

 

 C.  Jesus now sends them out just as God the Father has sent them. 

  Verse 21 

  21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I  am sending you.” 

 

  1)  This is a recurring pattern in John’s Gospel 

   -  It is the connection between heaven and earth.  

   -  God the Father has sent Jesus to Earth to proclaim God’s message of love for 

humankind.  

   -  Jesus now sends out his disciples to continue that ministry. 

 

 D.  This verse further substantiates the connection between the heavenly community and the 

earthly communion through the activity of the Holy Spirit. 

  Verse 22 

  22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

  1)  In John’s Gospel, Jesus is the first Paraclete who connects heaven and earth.  

  2)  The Holy Spirit is the second Paraclete who serves this same purpose.  

  3)  The Holy Spirit will replace Jesus in the community, remind the community of all that 

Jesus has taught and will guide the community as Jesus would have in the future.  

  4)  The Holy Spirit represents the ongoing presence of God and Christ within the church. 

 

 E.  Jesus then empowers his disciples to forgive sins or not to forgive them in his stead. 

  Verse 23 

  23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 

not forgiven.”  

 

  1)  The preceding two verses have established the right of the church to represent the 

Godhead.  

  2)  This verse empowers the church to act. 

 

5.  However, Thomas was not present when Jesus appeared.  

 

 Verses 24-25 

 24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 

 A.  The other disciples told Thomas that they have seen Jesus.  

  

 B.  But Thomas is not impressed.  

  1)  He declared that he would not believe unless he saw Jesus for himself.  

  2)  Through the centuries Thomas has taken a theological beating for doubting, but his 

position is essentially the same as the other disciples who had not believed until they saw Jesus for 

themselves.  

  3)  Mary gave her report.  

   -  The tomb was empty. 

   -  But they did not believe her testimony until they saw Jesus themselves. 

 



 C.  The doubt of Thomas and the other disciples was not unreasonable.  

  1)  People are not resurrected every day.  

  2)  That was as true in the first century as it is in the twenty first century.  

  3)  This was incredible and unbelievable.  

  4)  However, the God of Israel majors in the incredible and the unbelievable. 

 

 D. Jesus appears and asks Thomas to place his hands in his wounds.  

 

  Verses 26-29 

  26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to  

 Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.” 

  28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

  29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.”  

 

  1)  Jesus actually tells Thomas not to be faithless but faithful.  

  2)  Without even touching Jesus, Thomas then utters the highest Christological statement in 

the New Testament: “My Lord and my God!”  

  3)  These are not mere titles which Thomas has spoken.  

  4)  They are words of adoration and reverence.  

  5)  Thomas has come full circle from total unbelief to total devotion.     

 

 E.  Thomas represents all of us reasonable men and women who find it difficult to believe in the 

incredible.  

  1)  On the other hand, Thomas also represents people  whose new beliefs and 

understanding take them where they have never gone before. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 A.  The Easter season of Hallelujah’s can sometimes seem to leave little room for our doubts, 

our fears, and our pain.  

  1)  We tend to forget that for the first disciples, there was fear, doubt, pain, and confusion 

before there was understanding and joy at what had taken place on that day.  

  2)  One week after Jesus appeared to his disciples, they were gathered once again behind 

locked doors, suggesting that Thomas was not the only one  

   still needing reassurance that Jesus had in fact conquered death. 

  3)  The natural thing to do when we are feeling anxious or threatened is to hunker down and 

lock the doors, to become focused on our own security rather than the risky mission to which we are called.  

 

 B.  The promise of this text is that Jesus cannot be stopped by our locked doors.  

  1)  Jesus comes to us as he came to the first disciples, right in the midst of our fear, pain, 

doubt, and confusion.  

  2)  He comes speaking peace, breathing into our anxious lives the breath of the Holy Spirit. 

  3)  What’s more, he keeps showing up.  

   -  As he came back a week later for Thomas. 

   -  Jesus keeps coming back, week after week, among his gathered disciples. 

   -  It’s as if Jesus doesn’t wanting any to miss out on the life and peace he gives.  

  4)  And he keeps sending us out of our safe, locked rooms, into a world, that just like us, so 

desperately needs his gifts of life and peace. 

 

 C.  Here is the Key to every Easter we have celebrated.  



  1)  The Bible tells us that the mystery of God is Jesus Christ.  

   Colossians 2:2-3 

   “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they 

may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God,   

   namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”. 

  2)  A “mystery” in the New Testament is something that had at one time been hidden but is 

now revealed to God’s people.  

  3)  Jesus spoke of “the mystery of the kingdom of God” that He was at that point revealing to 

His disciples.  

  4)  The apostle Paul used the word mystery 21 times in his Epistles.  

  5)  In each case, the “mystery” involved a wonderful declaration of spiritual truth, revealed by 

God through divine inspiration.  

 

 D.  The mystery of God’s will is that “which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect at the 

right time which is to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ”.  

  1)  The kingdom of God had long been prophesied, but the how and the when and the by 

whom was not clear until the time of Christ.  

  2)  It is in Christ that God has been revealed to all of mankind.  

  3)  As Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father”. 

 

 E.  There is no understanding of God apart from a personal relationship with His Son.  

  1)  According to Colossians 1:27 

   Christ is the “mystery” revealed to those who believe, as is the mystery of “Christ in 

you, the hope of glory”.  

  2)  Paul quotes an early church hymn in 1 Timothy 3:16  “Jesus appeared in a body, was 

vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world,  

   was taken up in glory”.  

  3)  In that hymn, the Bible reveals the heart of the gospel, the mystery of “true godliness.”  

  4)  The secret of being godly was hidden but is now revealed.  

 

 F.  In its fullest sense, the “mystery of God”  is God’s plan of salvation through Jesus.  

  1)  We would never have been able to comprehend the way to eternal life without the coming 

of Jesus, His death and resurrection. 

 


