
Sermon Notes May 19 
Mark 1:14-20 

 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has 

come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing 

their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men 

and followed him. 

 

===== 

 

 

1.  Without a Nativity Story in Mark, we find ourselves “immediately” into the ministry of Jesus  

 

 

     -  With the baptism of Jesus and the voice from heaven (Mark 1:9-11).  

      -  And then the engagement with Satan in the wilderness (Mark 1:12-13) which has set up the cosmic battle 

that takes place throughout the Gospel of Mark.  

-  The battle will appear hidden as “the kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15).  

-  God’s reign and rule is present in the person and work of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

A.  Once Jesus left the wilderness, he proceeded to build up his staff.  

-  A leader must begin somewhere.  

- He must get to himself a little band of kindred souls to whom he can unburden his own heart and on whose 

hearts he may write his message.  

- So Mark here shows us Jesus literally laying the foundations of his Kingdom and calling his first followers. 

 

2.  The text, Mark 1:14-20, consists of two parts:   

 

- A summary of Jesus' preaching in Mark 1:14-15  

- And a call story in Mark 1:16-20. 

- These two parts are connected by the sense of urgency brought on by the proclamation of the reign of God. 

-  The emphasis of Mark’s gospel is that Jesus’ coming is the gospel, the “good news,” a term that is used in 

the first 15 verses of Mark’s Gospel 3 times. 

 

 

3.  The destiny of John and Jesus are linked together.  

 

 

A.  As John is “arrested”, the same word is used to describe Jesus being “delivered up” to 

crucifixion throughout the Gospel of Mark. 

 

B.  Mark tells us that after John was “handed over or arrested”,  Jesus returned to Galilee and began to 

preach the gospel.  

1)  Consider the evidence linking these two men's deaths.  

-  Both men were prophets who offended the powers that be. -  Both died violent deaths.  

-  Mark sees a parallel between the two men's deaths.  

-  Therefore, the cross of Jesus casts a long shadow over the Gospel of Mark. 



 

 

4.  In Mark 1:15 there follows a summary of Jesus' preaching.  

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”  

 

 

A.  Such summaries are common throughout the synoptic gospels.  

-  Mark appears to have constructed this summary based on Jesus'  own preaching.  

-  With the end of John's ministry comes the end of one stage of history. -  Now, Jesus and his gospel come to 

center stage.  

-  Jesus’ ministry is the center of all history. 

 

 

B.  The proclamation that “the kingdom of God has come near”  is also found elsewhere in Jesus' 

sayings.  

-  In addition, Jesus' healings and exorcisms were particularly connected to the coming of the kingdom. 

-  Wherever he conducted his ministry, there God's reign was actively coming into being, even if the kingdom 

might not come fully until the future. 

 

 

C.  The announcement that “the time has come”  also has the ring of tradition.  

-  Luke similarly begins his account of Jesus' Galilean ministry with Jesus preaching in his hometown 

synagogue in Nazareth about the “year of the Lord's favor” that Isaiah had prophesied (Isaiah 61:2).  

-  Jesus then said, that time had been fulfilled in the people's hearing that very day (Luke 4:19, 21). 

 

 

D.  The good news of the kingdom of God is that the one true God, with his life and peace and truth, is 

about to establish his rule over the world.  

-  All other opposing powers, whether human powers or sin or evil or death, are destined to end their rule. 

 

 

5.  There are in the message of Jesus three great, dominant words of the Christian faith. 

  

A.  There is the good news.  

-  It was preeminently good news that Jesus came to bring to men.  

-  If we follow the word good news or gospel through the New Testament we can see at least something of its 

content. 

 

1)  It is good news of truth (Galatians 2:5; Colossians 1:5). 

-  Until Jesus came, men could only guess and grope after God.  

-  “O that I knew where I might find him,” cried Job (Job 23:3).  

-  But with the coming of Jesus men see clearly what God is like.  

-  No longer do they need to guess and grope; they know. 

 

2) It is good news of hope (Colossians 1:23).  

-  The ancient world was a pessimistic world.  

-  Seneca, a Greek philosopher, talked of “our helplessness in necessary things.”  

-  In their struggle for goodness men were defeated.  

-  The coming of Jesus brings hope to the hopeless heart. 

 

 

3)   It is good news of peace (Ephesians 6:15).  

-  The penalty of being a man is to have a split personality.  
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-  In human nature the good and the bad are strangely intermingled.  

-  Man’s trouble has always been that he is haunted both by sin and by goodness.  

-  The coming of Jesus unifies that disintegrated personality into one.  

-  He finds victory over his warring self by being conquered by Jesus Christ. 

 

4)  It is good news of God's promise (Ephesians 3:6).  

-  It is true to say that men had always thought more of a God of threats than a God of promises.  

-  All non-Christian religions think of a demanding God. 

-  Only Christianity tells of a God who is more ready to give than we are to ask. 

 

5)  It is good news of immortality (2 Timothy 1:10).  

-  To the pagan, life was the road to death.  

-  Man was characteristically a dying man.  

-  But Jesus came with the good news that we are on the way to life rather than death. 

 

6) It is good news of salvation (Ephesians 1:13).  

-  That salvation is not merely a negative thing.  

-  It is also positive.  

-  It is not simply liberation from penalty and escape from past sin.  

-  It is the power to live life victoriously and to conquer sin. -  The message of Jesus is good news indeed. 

 

 

B.  There is the word repent.   

 

1)  Now repentance is not so easy as sometimes we think.  

- The Greek word metanoia literally means a change of mind.  

-  We are very apt to confuse two things; sorrow for the consequences of sin and sorrow for sin.  

-  Many a man is desperately sorry because of the mess that sin has got him into, but he very well knows 

that, if he could be reasonably sure that he could escape the consequences,  

he would do the same thing again.  

-  It is not the sin that he hates.  

-  It is its consequences. 

 

2)  Real repentance means that a man has come, not only to be sorry for the consequences of his sin, but to hate 

sin itself.  

-  Repentance means that the man who was in love with sin comes to hate sin because of its exceeding 

sinfulness. 

 

 

C.  There is the word believe.  

 

1)  “Believe,” says Jesus, “in the good news.”  

-  To believe in the good news simply means to take Jesus at his word, to believe that God is the kind of God 

that Jesus has told us about, to believe that God so loves the world  

that he will make any sacrifice to bring us back to himself, to believe that what sounds too good to be true is 

really true. 

 

 

6.  The second section (Mark 1:16-20) then illustrates what the urgent call of the kingdom looks like.  

 

A.  Jesus, walking along the Sea of Galilee, sees the two brothers Simon and Andrew, fishermen, casting 

their nets in the sea.  
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B.  He calls them to follow, and immediately, in obedience,  they leave their nets and follow him.  

-  The same happens with James and John.  

-  The “and immediately” of Mark 1:18 and Mark 1:20, a favorite turn of phrase of Mark, gives expression to 

the urgency of the call.  

-  The time is here, God's kingdom is near; there is no time to lose! 

 

 

7.  It is striking that these four men, Simon, Andrew, James and John, would drop everything to follow 

Jesus.  

 

A.  These 4 men may actually have known Jesus, or at least known about him, before he called them into 

discipleship.   

 

B.  Whatever the history of the relationship between Jesus and these four men may have been, the story 

gives effective expression to the urgency of the call to discipleship. 

 

C.  We don’t know what there was about Jesus that led Simon, Andrew, James, John, and others to 

leave their homes and families to follow Jesus.  

-  In any case there was something remarkably compelling about Jesus to cause these and others to follow 

him into an uncertain future.  

-  The astonishing feature of the story is that they followed Jesus with no idea of where it would lead. 

 

8.  We know very little of the background of any of the disciples whom Jesus calls.   

  

A.  There were many fishermen in Galilee.  

-  Josephus tells us that in his day, there were three hundred and thirtyfishing boats who sailed the waters of the 

lake.  

-  Ordinary people in Palestine seldom ate meat, probably not more than once a week.  

-  Fish was their staple diet.  

-  Usually the fish was salt because there was no means of transporting fresh fish.  

-  Fresh fish was one of the greatest of all delicacies in the great cities like Rome.  

-  The very names of the towns on the lakeside show how important the fishing business was.  

-  Bethsaida means House of Fish,  

-  Tarichaea means The Place of Salt Fish, and it was there that the fish were preserved for export to 

Jerusalem and even to Rome itself.  

-  The salt fish industry was big business in Galilee. 

 

 

B.  The fishermen used two kinds of nets, both of which are mentioned or implied in the gospels.  

 

1) They used the net called the sagene.  

- This was a kind of trawl net.  

-  It was let out from the end of the boat and was so weighted that it stood, as it were, upright in the water.  

-  The boat then moved forward, and, as it moved, the four corners of the net were drawn together, so that the 

net became like a great bag moving through the water and enclosing the fish.  

 

2)  The other kind of net, which Peter and Andrew were using here,  

          was called the amphiblestron.  

-  It was a much smaller net.  

-  It was skillfully cast into the water by hand and was shaped rather like an umbrella. 

 

 

C.  The four men in today’s story were fishermen.  



-  Matthew was a tax collector.  

-  What had the other seven done before Jesus came into their lives? We don’t know. 

 

D.  As far as we can tell, the twelve persons Jesus called to be his companions were ordinary men.  

-  As far as we can tell, Jesus didn’t do background checks to determine IQ levels, financial status, professional 

skills, or temple education.  

-  He picked people probably much like you and me. 

-  Furthermore, his disciples were anything but perfect.  

-  Many times they misunderstood him.  

-  They often hesitated to follow him.  

-  Judas betrayed him and Peter denied him. 

 

E.  But these would be the persons who would continue Jesus’ work  on earth after he left.  

 

1)  They were ordinary people, like you and me.  

-  And Jesus called them. 

 

2)  We must notice what they were.  

-  They were simple folk.  

-  They did not come from the schools and the colleges.  

-  They were not drawn from the ecclesiastics or the aristocracy.  

-  They were neither learned nor wealthy.  

-  They were fishermen.  

-  That is to say, they were ordinary people.  

 

3)  No one ever believed in the ordinary man as Jesus did.  

-  Once George Bernard Shaw said, “I have never had any feeling for the working-classes, except a desire to 

abolish them, and replace them with sensible people.” 

-  Jesus did not feel like that.  

-  Abraham Lincoln once said, “God must love the common people. He made so many of them.”  

-  It was as if Jesus said, “Give me twelve ordinary men and with them, if they will give themselves to me, I 

will change the world.”  

-  A man should never think so much of what he is as of what Jesus Christ can make him. 

 

4)  We also must notice what they were doing when Jesus called them.  

-  They were doing their day's work, catching the fish and mending the nets.  

 

 

5)  It was so with many of the prophets.  

-  Amos said “I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and 

the Lord took me from following the flock,  

and the Lord said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel'." (Amos 7:14-15.)  

- The call of God can come to a man, not only in the house of God, not only in the secret place, but in the 

middle of the day's work. 

 

 

F.  Furthermore, Jesus’ first disciples were “northerners,”  from the northern province of Galilee.  

-  The capital of Israel was Jerusalem in the former southern kingdom, the religious center with the temple.  

-  It is no wonder that Jesus was greeted with such skepticism when he travelled to Jerusalem from his home in 

Galilee with his Galilean friends.  

-  The religious leaders in Jerusalem naturally considered Jesus an “outsider.” 
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G.  As far as we know, every one of the disciples was chosen and called personally by Jesus.  

-  I believe that God calls each one of us personally.  

-  God not only calls us to follow Jesus, but also calls us into the fields and careers of our lives.  

-  We often speak of “God’s call” too narrowly, as if God “calls” people only into ordained ministry.  

-  That is true. God calls people to be pastors and church workers.  

-  But God’s call is not limited to clergy.  

-  God calls every single one of us. 

 

 

    Example  

-  The Old Testament lesson from the book of Jonah is also a story about “calling,” but with ironic twists.  

-  Jonah is called to proclaim a message to people he doesn’t like.  

-  It is a message he hopes will not be accepted.  

-  After trying unsuccessfully to avoid his calling, he finally arrives in Nineveh and delivers the shortest 

sermon in the Bible, an eight-word threat of destruction.  

-  To his dismay the sermon is effective.  

-  The book of Jonah ends as God makes clear to Jonah that mercy is for everyone who repents. 

 

 


