
Why Become A  Contagious  Christian? 
Matthew 28:18-20 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

 

Acts 1:8b - 

“…you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

 

Luke 19:10 - 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 

 

As the following Stories Show,  

the Right Kind of Motivation can be a Very Powerful Thing. 

STORY #1  

A reporter from Newsweek magazine once asked Bob Kuechenber, formerly of the Miami Dolphins, what 

motivated him to go to college. Kuechenber replied, 

“Well, my father and uncle were human cannonballs in carnivals. When I was about to graduate from High 

School, my dad said I could do two things with my life: ‘Go to college OR be a cannonball.’ Not too long after 

that my uncle was performing at a circus. When he was fired out of the cannon, he missed the net and hit the 

ferris wheel. Right then I decided to go to college.” 

 

 

STORY #2 

A loaded mini-van pulled into a campground. The instant the van came to a stop at their assigned camp site, 

four young boys hopped out and in great haste began unloading all the gear and hurriedly setting up the tent. 

When they finished, the boys each rushed off to find firewood, while their sisters and their mother quickly 

unpacked their food and cooking utensils and then set up the camp stove. A nearby camper who had watched 

all this feverish activity walked over and commented to the children’s father: “That, sir, is some display of 

family teamwork! How do you motivate them to work like that?” The father replied, “It’s easy. You see, I have 

a system. No one goes to the bathroom until the camp is set up.” 

 

STORY #3  

A man received a “SECOND NOTICE” from the IRS stating that his tax payment was overdue, and unless it 

was immediately forthcoming, the IRS would be forced to take legal action. The very next day, the man 

appeared at the IRS office the moment it opened with the overdue payment in hand. As he handed it to the 

clerk he said, “I would have paid sooner but I never received your ‘FIRST NOTICE.'” The clerk replied, 

“Well, the truth is, we ran out of the ‘FIRST NOTICE’ forms. Besides we discovered that the ‘SECOND 

NOTICES’ are much more effective.” 

 

 

These stores show that the right kind of motivation can indeed be a very effective thing! And I decided to share 

these three motivational stories because the purpose of my sermon this morning is to MOTIVATE you to be a 

part of this campaign. It is my prayer that you feel compelled to join us in this endeavor of Personal 

Evangelism. I firmly believe this is VERY important for the future of this church. And you know, the fact is 

many of us may NEED motivating. 

 

So, Why Become A Contagious Christian? 



 

1.  The First Thing about becoming a Contagious Christian and witnessing is because it is GOOD for us. 

It is a Personal Benefit.  

      

A.  In fact Sharing our Faith with Others Benefits Believers like You and Me in Several Ways. 

 

B.  For One, it helps us to GROW Spiritually.  

1) You see, when we keep our faith to ourselves, when we refuse to share our witness, our spiritual growth 

often comes to a grinding halt.  

2)  This is because without a commitment to personal evangelism things like going to church, reading the 

Bible, and praying, we then tend to look at all these spiritual disciplines  

as something we “just do.”  

3)  Referring to non contagious believers who suffer from this form of spiritual malaise, Bill Hybels 

writes,“These people trudge Mechanically and half-heartedly  along through the drudgery of quarantined 

Christianity.” 

4)  But, when we “break the quarantine”, when we make a commitment to tell others about Jesus all this 

changes.  

5)  For example, when we take witnessing seriously we tend to study the Bible with new energy, since we 

know that we need to sharpen our ability to communicate its message.  

6)  We will now pray specifically for people we are witnessing to and then with great anticipation, we can then 

watch how God answers those prayers.  

7)  Plus, our desire to worship God grows because people who take personal evangelism seriously just 

naturally want to praise God for His great grace, for Who He is and what He does.  

8)  Becoming a contagious Christian also motivates us to strive to live lives of personal purity.  

9)  You see, personal evangelists realize that their lives are often their first opportunity to witness, and they 

know that their sin could give a lost person an excuse to say no to Jesus.  

10) This MOTIVATES them to live and work in such a way that their  “…light shines before men” and others 

see their good works “…and praise our Heavenly Father.” 

 

 

C.  A Second Personal Benefit of Witnessing is that it Gives our Lives a New Sense of PURPOSE.  

1)  In his book, Bill Hybels tells of a friend who was having a muffler put on his car.  

-  And, of course, we all know that sitting in the customer waiting room was hardly the highlight of his week.  

-  Most of us would look at this as wasted time.  

-  But this guy decided to make most of the time by looking over the notes he’d taken in his workbook in their 

church’s evangelism seminar. 

-  As he was flipping through its pages, a stranger who was also having his car repaired suddenly asked, 

“What’s that you’re reading?”  

-  And just that fast, this guy’s visit to Midas was transformed from a nuisance to a golden opportunity.  

2)  The man shared the gospel with this guy and what would have been a purposeless morning turned into 

moments he used to literally make an eternal difference in someone else’s life. 

 

 

D.  And this leads us to a Third Benefit. You see, Witnessing is also Incredibly FULFILLING.  

1)  In fact, nothing is as meaningful as being used by God to communicate His love and truth to people He 

cared enough to die for.  

2)  Nothing is more satisfying than helping lead someone to put their faith in Jesus.  

3)  In John 4 Jesus referred to this principle after His evangelistic conversation with a Samaritan woman. 

4)  Do you remember that conversation by the well?  

-  It led to her confessing her faith in Jesus as the Messiah.   

-  Shortly after the woman left to tell her neighbors about her decision Jesus’ disciples came back and offered 

Him some food He said, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me and finish His work…” 



-  Jesus was referring to His talk with this lost woman and in essence He was saying, “I just played a part in 

fulfilling God’s primary purpose of reaching this messed up world. 

- And Contagious Christians just eat that up.  

5)  Well, this same deep satisfaction and fulfillment awaits all contagious believers.  

-  There is nothing as exciting and meaningful as leading wayward people to faith in Jesus. Nothing.  

 

E.  One Motivation for learning to become a Contagious Christian is the Fact that it is Good for Us in so 

Many Ways. 

 

2.  The Second Reason for becoming a Contagious Christians Is because lost people NEED to hear the 

Gospel. It is a Benefit for Others. 

 

A.  Lost People face an Approaching Death without Hope.   

1)  As Paul says in Ephesians 2, they are “dead in their trespasses and sins…”  

2)  We need to remember this and realize that if we don’t do something, they will die without Jesus, and spend 

eternity separated from God. 

3)  And they don’t just need what we have to help them deal with death. 

4)  They need to hear the good news of the Gospel to help them deal with LIFE!  

-  Without Jesus, they are lonely and empty souls.  

-  And, the sad truth is, we Christians tend to forget this fact. 

-  Sometimes we forget our own pain we experienced before we met Jesus Christ as our Savior.  

-  We forget how bad it feels to go through life without Jesus.   

-  We forget the lonely emptiness. 

-  We forget the fear of death. 

-  We forget what it’s like to FEEL truly lost in life.  

-  So, I think we need to ask God to remind us, because surely that memory would motivate us to be like Paul, 

and share our faith “by all possible means so that some might be saved.” 

5)  Well, remembering where we came from and where we are going can be a huge motivator. 

-  We need to be reminded that there many people right here in Wrightwood,who are HUNGRY for the truth of 

the gospel.  

-  They try to fill the emptiness in their lives with material possessions or prestige or power but nothing 

satisfies because what they hunger for is personal a relationship with God.  

-  We all are hard wired to need Jesus. 

-  God constructed us to be dependent on God our Creator for completion and fulfillment. 

 

3.  The Third Reason for becoming a Contagious Christians Is because Jesus has COMMANDED it! 

 

A.  When Jesus Christ said, “Go ye therefore and make disciples…” When He said, “You WILL be My 

witnesses…”, there was no “Please” involved.  

 

B.  This was and still is, His command  

1)  If we truly acknowledge Jesus as Lord, then we will obey His command, no “Ifs, Ands, or Buts” about it.”  

2)  We will do all we can to develop a faith that is contagious.  

3)  We’ll do all we can to share our faith such that more and more people decide to give their lives to Jesus.  

4)  So, actually this message could have had only one point because the fact that Jesus commanded that we 

become “contagious Christians” should be all the motivation we require.  

5)  Jesus is our superior. He has issued this order. That does it.  

6)  We should all realize that, as Paul put it in 1 Corinthians 9:16, “Sharing the Gospel with others is My 

Duty.” 

 

 

C.  Now, some people say “Yes, that was Jesus’ command but it was issued to the apostles, so witnessing 

is just for church leaders or specially gifted Christians and that leaves me out.”   



1)  This way of thinking believes that soul-winning is reserved for “a select, saintly society of super soul-

winners.”  

2)  But this is a huge misinterpretation of Scripture because over and over in God’s Word we find admonitions 

directed to ALL believers, not just disciples or pastors or missionaries. 

3)  Scripture commands all Christians to share their faith.  

-  For example 1 Peter 3:15 says, “In your hearts, set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that is in you.”  

-  In 1 Corinthians 5:18 Paul writes,“All this is from God, Who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and 

gave us all the ministry of reconciliation. He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through each of us.  

-  And then, in 1 Thessalonians 1:8 Paul spoke of how the message of the Gospel had spread because of the 

Thessalonian church.  

-  Paul intentionally bypassed at least two towns so he could start a church in the capital city of 

Thessalonika reasoning that the Christian faith would spread outward from there.  

-  And it did! In fact, in this verse Paul commended all the members of this church, not just the leaders, not just 

the pastors, but all the members of that church for their faithful witness.  

-  He writes: “The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, your faith in God has 

become known everywhere.” 

 

 

4.  So, why is it that We should become a Contagious Christian?  

  

A.  Because our Lord has Commanded it.  It Benefits Us and Others 

1)  Jesus has said so and that should be enough!  

-  I mean, it’s the same sort of answer parents give their kids when they ask why they have to clean their 

room or do their homework or whatever.  

-  They ask, “Why do I have to do this?” And we say what? “BECAUSE I SAID SO! I’m your parent. I’m 

your superior. That’s all you need to know.”  

2)  But there is one other reason that we should become “contagious Christians.”  

3)  We should do so because of our LOVE for God. 

-  You see if you love someone, you care about the things they care about.  

-  And for some reason, the thing that God cares about most in this universe is sinful human beings like you 

and me.  

-  Do you remember what John 3:16 says about the motivation behind God sending His only Son into the 

world?  

-  Why did God send Jesus to die in our place?  

-  Because, He “…SO LOVED the world!” 

 

 

B.  And so if we love God, we will obey this command.  

1)  We’ll do everything we can to become contagious Christians because if you love someone, you care about 

the things they care about and the thing that God cares MOST about is people. 

 

 

C.  You know, the only time Jesus told three parables in a row was when He told of the lost coin, the lost 

sheep, and the lost son.   

1)  And our Lord shared this medley of stories to illustrate this fact that lost people have infinite value to our 

Heavenly Father.  

2)  He cares about all humanity.  

3)  He stands with His arms open inviting all people into relationship with Him.  

4)  So, this means when we don’t obey this command, when we turn our backs on people around us who 

obviously need to hear the Gospel we in essence are turning our back on God  



Who loves all people so much that He sent His only Son to Earth to do what? “…to seek and to save that 

which was lost.” 

 


