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“Are You in?” 

You know, the first time I had the opportunity to preach 

was when I was 18 years old.  I was doing a pastoral 

internship at my home church in Wellsboro, 

Pennsylvania.  It was 1982.  Nearly forty years ago.  I 

chose to preach on John Chapter 15.  Gone are the 

exuberance and enthusiasm of my teenage self, but 

hopefully those are replaced by a little bit of wisdom and 

a good deal of experience.  My path at that time was full 

service Christian ministry.  I was sold out to the future of 

my life as a full-time minister of the gospel.  But that plan 

took many strange turns.  I went on to become an 

entomologist, ensconced in the scientific world.  Battling 

those who took for granted evolution; and having a good 

many conversations with scientists from around the 

world.  And I’m pleased to say, that at a recent 

conference – with nearly 1,000 entomologists present, 

we opened with a word of prayer.  There’s a great deal of 

work to be done, but the reason evolution is so attractive 

to mankind, is that it negates the creative force of a 

loving God who desires a relationship with His creation.  

If we evolved from an amoeba, we have no conscience 



for a reckoning with our Creator, God, our Heavenly 

Father.    

Read John chapter 15:1-14 

The 4 chapters in John – chapters 14 - 17 – have been 

called the “Farewell Discourse.”  Jesus and His disciples 

are walking toward Gethsemane from the upper room 

Passover meal in Jerusalem mentioned in chapter 13.  

This would have been approximately 3 miles as the crow 

flies – probably a 4 mile walk.  Hillside Community 

Church is 4 miles away from this Church.  If you started at 

Hillside and walked up here, that would be similar to the 

SouthWest part of Jerusalem (where tradition has it that 

that is where the upper room was located) and walk 

uphill due NorthEast toward Gethsemane.  In Chapter 

18:4, John tells the reader that “Jesus, knowing all that 

was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, 

“Who is it you want?”  So, think about the fact that Jesus 

was fully aware that He would be crucified tomorrow.  

Let that sink in for a second.  In His farewell discourse, He 

was preparing His disciples for what was about to 

happen.  He was also letting them know that He would 

send them the Counselor, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit 

– once He was gone.  After careful consideration, this 



was the message Jesus was to leave his companions after 

their 3 years of ministry together. 

Verse 1 – I am the true vine.  They may have been 

walking by the Temple.  Depending on which route they 

took, they would have walked right by it.  Adorned on 

the front of the Temple was the great golden vine – 

symbolizing the nation of Israel.  Or, as they were 

walking along, they may have come upon a vineyard.  

There would have been several between SouthWest 

Jerusalem and Gethsemane.  I believe it was one of these 

and why Jesus contrasted the golden vine of Israel or the 

actual vineyard they were seeing at the time, with 

Himself as being the TRUE vine.  So Jesus is the true vine 

and His Father is the vinedresser, or gardener. 

Verse 2 – He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit.  Many have speculated whether or not these 

branches that are cut out are Christians.  Jesus says, 

“Every branch in me.”  If He were referring to non-

believers, how could they be “in him?”  In John 13:10 

“Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs 

only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you 

are clean, though not every one of you.”  Judas Iscariot 

was not only a disciple, he was responsible for taking 

care of the money for the group.  This would seem to 



indicate a great deal of trust was placed in him.  But 

Judas was only with Jesus, not in him.  Being “in Him” 

then, would likely be a person who has accepted Jesus as 

the Christ – the Messiah.  So we have four levels of fruit-

bearing: No Fruit-vs 2; Fruit-vs2&4; More Fruit-vs2&5; 

Much Fruit-vs8. 

Verse 3 – You are already clean because of the word I 

have spoken to you.  We become clean by reading and 

doing the Word.  John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy 

truth: thy word is truth.  Ephesians 5:26 That he might 

sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 

word.  But why would Jesus switch to a different allegory 

in the middle of the vineyard story and start talking 

about cleaning ?  Well, in the Greek, the words used for 

“prune” in verse 2 and “clean” in verse 3 are from a 

related root word.  In verse 2 this root is being used as a 

verb, kathairei and in verse 3 as an adjective kathairoi.  

From this root, we get the English word “catharsis” to 

release or to purge.  Thus, it is more clearly translated 

“You are already pruned, because of the message I have 

given you.”  In keeping with the imagery of pruning, a 

vinedresser would take branches trampled and 

unfruitful, and lift them up, dust them off, clean them, 

and re-attach them to the trellis.  Even branches bearing 



no fruit are far too valuable to discard.  This is indicative 

of the Christian who has let sin take over his/her life.  Of 

course, at some point, he/she is in danger of being cut 

off completely.  (Not losing their salvation, but going 

Home early – I Corinthians 11:30 – we’ll get to that in a 

moment.) 

How does the Christian get pruned ?  God’s Discipline – 

Hebrews 12:7-11 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as 

sons.  For what son is not disciplined by his father?  If you 

are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), 

then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.  

Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How much 

more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and 

live!  Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that 

we may share in his holiness.  No discipline seems 

pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those 

who have been trained by it. 

There are 3 types of Godly discipline found in Scripture:  

Rebuke, Correction or Chastening & Scourging.  Rebuke 



could be a warning taking the form of Scripture 

convicting us; perhaps through a spiritual leader (II 

Timothy 4:2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and 

out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with 

great patience and careful instruction); or through the 

Holy Spirit (John 16:8 When he comes, he will convict the 

world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and 

judgment. . .).  Correction would be the next level of 

discipline, a little harsher than a rebuke (Psalm 118:18 

The Lord chastened me severely, but he has not given me 

over to death).   And finally Scourging, which brings with 

it physical pain (I Corinthians 11:30 – Paul speaking to the 

Corinthians who were disregarding the sanctity of the 

Lord’s Supper – verse 30 “That is why many among you 

are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen 

asleep” or as mentioned above – go Home early.)  God 

will increase His discipline progressively if we don’t listen.  

If a gentle rebuke doesn’t get our attention, He can move 

to the Correction stage and ultimately the Scourging 

stage.  This is the Master Gardener’s pruning process. 

Those of us here today, and those watching via YouTube, 

need to identify what type of fruit we are producing.  To 

start with, you would need to be “in Him” to produce any 

fruit at all.  Verse 5 “apart from me you can do nothing.”  



So to begin, you must first be grafted into the vine.  How 

does that happen:  1) admit you are a sinner (Romans 

3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God); 2) realize that this sin has an inevitable outcome 

(Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord).  3) accept 

the freely given gift of eternal life through Jesus’ 

redeeming work on the cross on your behalf (John 

3:15&16 “that everyone who believes in him may have 

eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life”).  4) confess your new-found 

faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9&10 “That if you confess with 

your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, 

and it is with your mouth that you confess and are 

saved”).  If you’ve made that decision today, please see 

me after the service. 

Alright !  So here we all are –  branches !  In Dr. Bruce 

Wilkinson’s study on John 15, he asks whether we are 

leaf lovers or fruit fanatics.  Go back to the image of the 

grape vine.  The leaves are, in fact, beautiful.  In several 

mid-Eastern cultures, they are used to wrap foods and 



impart a distinctive taste to the finished product – 

Dolmadakia, or Dolma, for short – is Greek for stuffed 

grape leaves.  Warak Enab in Arabic is a Lebanese dish of 

stuffed grape leaves.  But leaves take away from the vital 

sap that ideally should be going to the fruit – the grape – 

at the end of the branches.  Think of the “leaves” as 

those things in your life, often even good things, that sap 

your energies, time and talents but ultimately aren’t 

important to God.  And think of pruning as painful, but 

future-looking.  When Susan and Verbena prune back 

their rose bushes – when do they do that?  In January / 

February.  The fruit of that effort will not be realized until 

May or June.  Here in Wrightwood, maybe July or August.  

The cutting now, results in magnificent rewards later.   

Eleven times, in these first 9 verses of John Chapter 15, 

Jesus stresses to “remain.”  To remain in Him, He will 

remain in us, to remain in my love – “No branch can bear 

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me.”  The word Jesus uses 

here is to abide – to remain – to stay.  It is the verb form 

of “dwelling place.”  Exodus 25:8 “Then have them make 

a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.”  

Exodus 29:45&46 “Then I will dwell among the Israelites 

and be their God. They will know that I am the Lord their 



God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might 

dwell among them.  I am the Lord their God.”  Leviticus 

26:11&12 “I will put my dwelling place among you, and I 

will  not abhor you. I will walk among you and be your 

God, and you will be my people.”  The passion and desire 

of the God who created the heavens and the earth, is for 

us to dwell in Him.  This is the very reason why mankind 

was created in the first place.  Our primary objective, our 

number one purpose, is to bring glory and honor to God.  

The only way that can be accomplished, is to dwell in 

Him – to stay in Him – to remain in Him and to produce 

much fruit.  

It is interesting to note, of the four types of fruit, only 

one type brings the Father glory: verse 8 “This is to my 

Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be my disciples.”  Certainly no fruit brings 

no glory to God.  Some fruit is good, but could be much 

more and much better.  And yes, more fruit is headed in 

the right direction; but more pruning is needed.  Actually, 

all levels of fruit-bearing require pruning, rebuke, 

correction and even scourging from time-to-time.  But it 

is only the Christian who bears much fruit, who brings 

any glory to the Father, according to verse 8.     



Before we wrap up today, what about verse 7 “If you 

remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be given you.”  Wow !  Does this 

mean that I can get that new Ferrari or move into that 

cushy Pinnacle Penthouse at Park Place in New York City 

that is only going for $79 million ?  When we align 

ourselves with Christ, when we abide in the vine, then 

we will only ask, according to His will.  If we are open to 

the Holy Spirit’s direction in our lives, we will often be 

prompted to ask for things we don’t even realize 

(Romans 8:26 – In the same way, the Spirit helps us in 

our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans 

that words cannot express.)  But it all goes back to giving 

glory and honor to the Father (John 14:13 And I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 

glory to the Father.) 

Jesus must have been asking himself: “What – do I have 

to do – for you blockheads to get it?” Remember in Mark 

chapter 7 when Jesus appears to the disciples on the lake 

while walking on the water and they were afraid, and 

they were completely amazed because, verse 52 “For 

they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts 

were hardened.”  To this question, he simplified things 



for them – My command is this:  Love each other as I 

have loved you.  Jesus knew the hard times they would 

be in for, after his death.  Helping them keep in check, he 

gives them a prophetic understanding of tomorrow’s 

events: he tells them: verse 13 “Greater love has no one 

than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  You are 

my friends if you do what I command.  John 15:11 “I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 

joy may be complete.”  I have told you this – what’s this ? 

Previous verse, “Remain in my love.”  What joy is He 

referring to ?  Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 

before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 

sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  The 

joy of obeying the Father’s will, bringing Him glory and 

honor. 

Talk about bitter – sweet !! 

The incredible pain he was about to endure – less than 

24 hours away – was to serve as redemption for all of 

mankind – past, present and future – to those who would 

put their faith in Him.  After a life of sinless perfection, 

this was the culmination of His incarnation.  This is 

exactly why He came to earth as Emmanuel–God with us.  

And on top of all this, Jesus calls us His friends.  Wow !!   



But Pastor Dave has a four-part series on this topic, so I 

will defer to him to expound for us being Jesus’ friends. 

Okay, So “Are You in ?”  That is the title of today’s 

sermon.  What I meant by the title was are you A) in the 

vine – a born-again believer;  B) in the business of 

producing fruit fit for the kingdom and what level of fruit 

are you producing; C) are you in, to the point of being 

willing to accept God’s discipline – be it rebuking, 

chastening or correction, or even scourging to enable 

you to produce more fruit, even much fruit, for the glory 

of God ? And D) are you in it for the long haul ?  Are you 

committed to growing your fruit from none to some; 

from some to more; from more to much ?  Where do you 

stand right now, with regard to your remaining in the 

vine of Christ ?  The answer is between you and God.  

Search out today, which type of fruit you are producing ?  

None, some, more, or much.  If you are found lacking, 

the answer for you is found in James 4:8  “Draw near to 

God, and he will draw near to you.”  If you wish to grow 

in your relationship with Christ, it is simple – ask, and it 

will given unto you.  Amen.   

 

  


