
May 20, 2020

Today is our Wedding Anniversary

Read Ephesians 5:22-33

Exactly 30 years ago, on May 20, 1990, Linda & I were married.  Our courtship was 
brief – we only dated for two months.  But as we reflect back on how things lined 
up, we are truly amazed.  I was in Houston, in a definite transitionary period in my 
life.  I was spending the night on my friendʼs couch.  The fleas were driving me 
crazy all night.  I would get up and go to the kitchen table where I would spread 
out the Rand McNally® Road Atlas of the United States.  Each time, my eyes were 
drawn to California.  I couldnʼt explain that – I had never been to California and did 
not know anyone there.  So, back to the couch with the fleas.  After several such 
episodes, I relented and asked at breakfast if someone could take me to the 
airport.  It was 1987.  I had $700 to my name.  Meanwhile (and itʼs pretty 
remarkable), Linda was praying for God to draw her future husband to Himself, to 
give him guidance and protection, and ultimately to find her.  As magical as that 
story seems to us now, when we look at this passage in Ephesians, can any story 
compare to the matchless love of Christ ?

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

The verses preceding this speak to the wifeʼs submission to her husband.  Some 
folks have a problem with that.  But itʼs quite plain – verse 25 stipulates that the 
husband love her as Christ loves the church.  If, in fact, the husband does this, it 
would be sheer joy for the wife to follow her husband.  The injunction for the 
husband is massive – How can I possibly love my wife the same as Christ loves his 
church ?  Thereʼs no way !  But the meat-and-potatoes is in verses 26 & 27.  This 
is what we are supposed to be doing while we (husband, wife, son, daughter, all 
believers) await the bridegroomʼs return for His bride – cleansing (sanctifying) us 
until He comes again.  

Pastor Dave spoke of this in his sermon last week.  The journey from believer to 
disciple.  While we obey our leaders and shelter in place, what better way to grow 
in His grace, than to spend time in prayer and immerse ourselves in Godʼs word ?  
My prayer for each of us at Wrightwood Community Methodist Church is that we 
each grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (II 
Peter 3:18).



Prayer – Most Gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for our loved ones.  For those 
who put up with our idiosyncrasies and imperfections.  Thank You for sending 
Your Son to bring about redemption for a lost world.  Keep us grounded in Your 
Word day by day.  Thank You for sending us Your Holy Spirit.  Please sanctify us 
by the Truth – Your Word is Truth.  Amen.

Ted Whitford, Piñon Hills, CA


