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1 Peter 1:1-9 

 

 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that 

can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by 

God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 

have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 

though refined by fire may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.    

             

        8 Though you have not seen him, you love 

him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 

 

There is Joy in the House of the Lord 

 

Introduction 

 

 -  What was the Joy that Jesus had?  

  First of all, Joy should not be confused with Happiness.  

  In fact, it’s an Insult to Jesus Christ to use the word Happiness in connection with Him.  

  The Joy of Jesus was His Absolute Self-Surrender and His Self-Sacrifice to His Father. 

 

 -  It was the Joy of doing that which the Father sent Him to do “…who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross…” (Hebrews12:2) and “I delight to do Your will, O my God…” (Psalm 40:8).  

 

 -  Jesus prayed that our Joy might continue fulfilling itself until it becomes the same Joy as His.  

 

 -  So the question is, “Have I allowed Jesus Christ to introduce His Joy to me?” 

  

 -  For a Mature Christian, Living a Full and Overflowing Life does not rest in Bodily Health, in 

Circumstances, nor even in seeing God’s Work Succeed, but in the Perfect Understanding of God,  

  and in the Same Fellowship and Oneness with Him that Jesus Himself enjoyed.  

 

 -  But the First Thing that will Hinder this Joy is the Subtle Irritability caused by Giving Too Much 

Thought to our own Circumstances.  

  Jesus said, “…the Cares of this World Choke the Word, and it becomes Unfruitful”  (Mark 

4:19).  

  And before we Even Realize what has Happened, we are Caught Up in Our Own Cares.  

 



 -  Jesus wants us to Come to the Place in Our Life where we will be His Witnesses and Proclaim who 

Jesus is. 

 

 -  When You Have this Kind of relationship with God, then you’ll Find your Joy, and out of you “will 

flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38).  

  God Enjoys it when We are a Fountain through which Jesus can pour His “Living Water.”  

  A Person who has the Right Relationship with God Lives a Life as Natural as Breathing 

wherever he goes.  

  Isn’t it True,That the Lives that have been the Greatest Blessing to You are the Lives of those 

People who are Unaware of Having Been a Blessing a all. 

 

1.  Jesus is The Source of Our Joy 

 

 A.  In John 15:11, Jesus says:  

      “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your 

joy might be full.”  

 

 B.  The Joy you are to have as a Christian, is really the Joy of Jesus.  

  1)  He says “My joy”, NOT Joy Like Mine or Similar to Mine.  

  2)  Jesus wants to place His Joy within You.  

 

 C.  Maybe you’ve thought of what Jesus had to do to be Our Sacrifice and you’ve never thought 

of Him as “The Jesus of Joy. “ 

  1)  Hebrews 1:9 says, “God has anointed the Lord Jesus with the Oil of Gladness above his 

fellows.”  

  2)  The word Gladness in the Original means to Leap or to Jump.  

  3)  Do you remember when Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, came to greet Mary, 

and both of them had babies in their wombs?  

  4)  The Bible says that the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy in the presence of the Son 

of God.  

  5)  It is Interesting that he word used for Leaped in the Original Language is the Same Word 

used for Gladness found in Hebrews 1:9. 

 

 D.  Also, You will Notice that Jesus was not a Recluse.   

  1)  He performed His first miracle at a Wedding, when He changed Water into Wine.  

  2)  He was so Full of Life that His Enemies called Him a Wine Bibber and a Glutton.  

  3)  He wasn’t any of those things, but found within Him was a Genuine and Honest Joy, and 

if you don’t have that Joy, you’re not like Jesus, for He is Literally Leaping with Joy.  

 

 E.  True Joy, Godly Joy, can only be found in Jesus, not in Pleasure, not in Fame and Certainly 

not in Unbelief. 

 

2.  The Stability of Joy is only Found With Jesus 

  

 A.  The Joy of Jesus is not a Joy that Comes and Goes. It is a Constant.  

  1)  Jesus says, “that this joy will remain in you.”  

 

 B.  We will all have Sorrow at times, but the Bible says in Isaiah 61:3 that God gives us the Oil 

of Joy for Our Mourning.  

  1)  That means in the Time of Mourning, in the Time of Brokenness, God pours in the Oil of 

His Joy. 

 



 C.  Joe Scriven came from Ireland to be a missionary to the Iroquois Indians more than 100 

years ago.  

  1)  He left his fiancé in Ireland, and when she finally sailed across the ocean, she was killed in 

a tragic accident.  

  2)  Here was a man who loved God, who had to bury his fiancé with his own hands.  

  3)  A year later, he wrote a letter home to his mother with these words that we love to sing:  

 

   “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.    

    What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.  

   Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?  

    We should never be discouraged. Take it to the Lord in prayer.”   

 

  4)  That’s exactly what we must learn to do. And you can only do this with the Joy of Jesus. 

 

3.  There is also the Sufficiency of Joy 

 

 A.  Unless you have joy in Jesus, your joy is not full.  

 

 B.  What is the secret to finding this joy?  

  1)  Jesus said He spoke “these things that your Joy may be Full.”  

  2)  By “These Things,” Jesus is referring to His words in John 15:1: “I am the True Vine and 

my Father is the Gardener.” 

  3)  Our Relationship with Jesus is like that of a Branch to a Vine.  

  4)  A Branch is Absolutely Dependent upon the Vine.  

  5)  If we want Joy, then we need to Totally Depend upon Jesus. 

 

 C.  It is Jesus, who is the vine, that Produces Fruit; and we, the Branches, that Bear the Fruit, 

including the Fruit of Joy.  

 

 D.  So, here’s how the Joy of Jesus gets out of Him and into Me.  

  1)  As I am in Union and Communion with Him, as my Life is Blended with His, and His 

Life is infused into mine, just as the Sap Flows from the Vine into the Branch, 

   the Life of Jesus Christ flows into me and the Joy that is in Him, is Now in Me. 

  2)  A Branch may Do some Things; 

   -  It may Curl around the Post,  

   -  It may Shed some Leaves or even Bear some Fruit,  

   -  But it has One Concern, and that is to Abide in the Vine.  

 

 E.  Have you ever Brought all of You Issues of Life into one burning focus, and said “I have no 

greater ambition than just to abide in the Lord Jesus Christ?” 

  1)  You belong to God just as the Branch belongs to the Vine.  

  2)  When you Start Seeing your Life in that Relationship you will find in your Heart, a 

Miraculous Joy because the Joy of Christ which is the Life of Christ is going to be Flowing out of Christ,  

   and Into You. 

 

4.  Which brings us back to the text in 1 Peter 1:1-9 (verses 6-8) 

 

 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 

kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed.     



 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 

in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, 

the salvation of your souls.  

 

 Remember last weeks theme. 

  It was Hope. 

 

 The people Peter is writing to can only rejoice because of their hope. 

  They go hand in hand. 

  Not even the suffering they are going through can prevent the Joy pf Jesus to be present 

within them. 

 

 No matter what you are going through today, your faith and hope can see to the end which is 

your salvation, your redemption, your abundant life in Christ. 

  The Joy of Jesus doesn’t wait for the outcome to be seen, it is a way of life that starts from 

within.  

 

  A farmer that plants a seed has the meal it will produce already in his thoughts. 

  He can already taste it, revel in it, proclaim it and even invite people to the forthcoming 

meal.  

 

 That is a by product of Hope that is coupled with Joy. 

 


