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Mark 7:24-30 

 

 24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 

to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. 25 In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman 

whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, 

born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 

 27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread 

and toss it to the dogs.” 

 28 “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 

 29 Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” 

 30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 

Introduction 

 

“If you can start the day without caffeine; if you can get going without pep pills; if you can always be cheerful, 

ignoring aches and pains; if you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles; if you can eat the 

same food every day and be grateful for it; if you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give 

you any time; if you can overlook it when those you love take it out on you when through no fault of yours 

something goes wrong; if you can take criticism and blame without resentment; if you can ignore a friend’s 

limited education and never correct him; if you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend; if you 

can face the world without lies and deceit; if you can conquer tension without medical help; if you can sleep 

without the aid of drugs; if you can say honestly that deep in your heart you have no prejudice against creed, 

color, religion, or politics; then, my friend, you are almost as good as your dog.” 

 

I like that because it helps explain our text today.  

 One use of the word dog is as an offensive slam against someone.  

 When someone says, “You’re a dirty dog” they don’t not mean it as a compliment; they’re insulting 

you.  

 But another use of the word dog is when we refer to it as man’s best friend, as described in what I just 

read. 

 Loyal, true, faithful, loving, playful, even if a pest sometimes. 

 

Today’s text will make a little more sense if you realize that this distinction was true even in Jesus’ day.  

 Today we’re going to look at the story of the Syrophoenician woman. 

 

1.  Notice that in Verse 24 we see a needed respite 

 

  24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 

anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. 

 

 A.  We’ve been noticing how Jesus was progressively broadening His influence.  

  1)  First, He ministered in His hometown 

  2)  Then it was to Israel at large,  

  3)  He ministered to Israel Himself as well as sending His apostles on a special ministry trips.  

  4)  And then He went to some largely Gentile areas of Israel. 

  



 B.  Verse 24 tells us that he went to Tyre and Sidon. 

  1)  This is the first time He stepped foot outside the actual borders of Palestine.  

  2)  Though this area was populated by many Jews, historically it had been bitterly 

antagonistic to Israel, and was noted for its paganism in violent opposition to the one true God of Israel.  

  3)  Tyre had been the home of Jezebel, who in Elijah’s day almost overthrew the Northern 

Kingdom with her pagan prophets and practices. 

 

 C.  Mark tells us that Jesus did not want anyone to know where He and His disciples were.  

  1)  He had apparently arranged to stay in a house where He and the disciples could get a brief 

rest from the constant needs of the crowds and from the opposition they were facing  

   from the religious leaders and to have some time to teach His disciples in private.  

  2)  But Mark tells us that their time of rest and recuperation was short-lived because Jesus 

could not be hidden. 

 

2. In Verses 25-26 we see a rude interruption 

 

  25 In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by 

an impure spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She   

  begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 

 

 A.  This woman came to Jesus out a desperate need.  

  1)  Her daughter was possessed by a demon.  

  2)  Mark doesn’t tell us her age, but nothing in the Bible seems to indicate that demon 

possession is common or accidental.  

  3)  It’s when people purposely submit themselves to the realm of satanic influence that they 

become vulnerable to demon possession.  

  4)  Being in such a paganized area, she may have become involved in witchcraft or pagan 

ritual activities which could made her vulnerable to demon-possession. 

 

 B.  But the mother didn’t care how her daughter had become possessed.  

  1)  She was just frantically desperate that her daughter be released from this awful 

oppression.  

  2)  So she kneels before Jesus as a sign of respect and humility. 

  3)  She is called a Greek, but this was a term generally applied to Gentiles by culture and 

religion.  

  4)  She was born in the infamously pagan area of Syria-Phoenicia.     

             

            5)  This 

woman, born in a pagan region, and now living in a pagan area bows before Jesus and begs Him to cast the 

demon out of her daughter. 

 

 C.  The last person in Mark who fell at Jesus’ feet begging Jesus for help was Jairus in Mark 

5  whose daughter was sick to the point of death.  

  1)  But there is a world of difference between Jairus and the Syrophoenician woman. 

   • She was a woman, while Jairus was a man with all the privileges he would have in 

a patriarchal society. 

   • She was a gentile from a pagan background; while Jairus was a Jew. 

   • She seems to have been a woman of no importance, while Jairus held a highly 

respected position as the president of his synagogue. 

   • Her daughter was demon-possessed, suggesting that she had dabbled in the black 

arts, while his daughter was sick, which was awful enough, but carried no moral stigma. 

   2)  From the standpoint of the snooty religious lot who opposed Jesus at every turn, this 

woman was unclean and unworthy of even being acknowledged by Jesus.  



 

 D.  Yet no matter how great Jairus’s qualifications and background were, he had no advantage 

over her to Jesus.  

  1)  Despite all their differences, both Jairus and the Syrophoenician woman found fulfillment 

in Jesus because Jesus cares nothing about human STATUS, but He does pay attention to human NEED.  

  2)  She could bring nothing to Jesus in the way an observant Jew could, but like Jairus, she 

brought two things to Him, 

   1)  a desperate need and 

    2)  an unfaltering faith. 

 

 E.  Most Bible versions simply say that this woman “begged” Jesus to cast out the demon.  

  1)  But the Greek word use means that she was repeatedly imploring Jesus to free her 

daughter of this fiendish demon.  

  2)  In other words, she would not be silenced; she would not quit; she would be heard, no 

matter what! 

 

3. In Verses 27-28 we see an exhibition of Faith. 

 

 In verse 27, Jesus tested this woman’s faith. 

 27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread 

and toss it to the dogs.” 

 28 “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 

 

 A.  Now this seems like a shocking and quite rude thing for Jesus to say at first glance.  

  1)  But that is not the case at all.  

  2)  It’s true that the Jews referred to Gentiles as dogs, a term that meant they were unclean, 

since dogs will eat almost anything.  

  3)  This Greek word was the term for the pesky, unkempt, sometimes dangerous mongrel 

dogs that roamed the streets of cities.  

  4)  So the term used was meant as a term of derision. 

 

 B.  But Jesus used a different word for  a dog. 

  1)  He used the word that was meant for a pet dog.   

  2)  This was the term that Jesus used for this woman in this exchange.    

             

           

 3)  Understanding this distinction helps us understand what Jesus was saying and why she took no 

offense.  

 

 C.  This became a personal parable for the woman.   

  1)  The “children” Jesus refers to is Israel, and she is the little pet doggy.  

  2)  Jesus was reinforcing the fact that the first focus of His ministry was to Israel.  

  3)  But Jesus wasn’t saying she could never eat the crumbs because she was not a Jew; that 

she was somehow unclean.           

         4)  Rather, He was saying, “First 

the kids eat, then the pet doggy; or “I have come first to Israel, and THEN the Gospel will go to the Gentiles.” 

  5)  She now understood the PREMISE 

 

 D.  Now in verse 28, she came back with a clever reply that revealed a persistent faith in 

Jesus and a deeper insight into who Jesus was than even the disciples had shown.  

  28 “Lord,” she replied, “even the PET dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 

 



  1)  First, the woman accepted Jesus’ words by saying “Yes, Lord.”     

             

            2)  She 

did not interpret what He said as a slight or insult at all.  

  3)  She understood Jesus’ parable, and she called Him by a term of respect: “Lord.” 

 

 E.  Her reply implied to Jesus that the PET dogs get some food AT THE SAME TIME as the 

children and therefore they don’t have to wait.  

  1)  She was saying that there need be no interruption in His instruction to the disciples, or in 

carrying out His role to go first to Israel with His message.        

     2)  She wasn’t asking for much from such a great and merciful 

Lord.              

             

   3)  All she wanted were some crumbs, some small benefit for her desperate need.  

  4)  She knew in her heart that there was grace enough for both Israel and a Gentile such as 

her. 

 

4. Finally in Verses 29-30 we see a reward for her faith.  

 

  29 Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.” 

  30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 

 A.  Because of her faith in Jesus, because of her understanding of the PREMISE of Jesus,  

       Jesus said to her,  

       “For such a reply, you may go. The demon has left your daughter. 

  

 B.  In other words, “Your daughter has been delivered.”  

  1)  What an irony!  

  2)  Jesus tried repeatedly to teach His chosen disciples, yet they could never understand any 

of Jesus’ parables.  

  3)  They were always so dense and dull in understanding of spiritual truth.  

  4)  This woman, on the other hand, hears one simple sentence from Jesus and immediately 

understands His mission.  

  5)  And because of it, she received Christ’s wholehearted commendation and the answer to 

her request. 

 

5.  So how did this woman understand the Premise of who Jesus is? 

 

 A.  She is not distant and aloof, attempting to maintain her position and control.  

  1)  She does what Jesus commands of those who would receive the kingdom and experience 

the word of God. 

  2)  She understands the parable and allows herself to be claimed by it.  

  3)  That she answers Jesus from “within” the parable, that is, in the terms by which Jesus 

addressed her, indicates that she is the first person in the Gospel to hear the word of Jesus to her.” 

  4)  In other words, she understood what even the disciples had not understood and took Jesus 

at His Word, and her reward was that her earnest desire for her child was granted.  

  5)  She took Christ at his own words.  

  6)  He then treated her not as a dog but as a child of God.” 

 

Conclusion 

 

 The overarching message of this passage of Scripture is that God honors and responds to faith.  



 Whenever Jesus saw people respond to Him in faith, He healed them or forgave their sins or cast out 

demons from them.  

 Jesus marveled and was overjoyed when He saw people exercise faith. 

 

 Hebrews 11:6reminds us of the importance of faith to God:  

 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he who comes to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek  him.” 

 

 There are two things in this passage God wants us to see about faith. 

 

 First, faith APPROACHES JESUS BOLDLY. 

  -  She wasn’t presumptuous.  

  -  She showed humility, but she was undoubtedly bold.  

  -  She was bold because her need was so great. 

  -  Hebrews 4:16 invites us to approach God this way by saying this:  

   “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 

find grace to help in time of need.” 

  -  Our prayers are timid because we lack a sense of desperation. 

  -  Jesus was testing her faith. 

  -  This woman was going through the worst trial in her life, but because of it, she sought out 

Jesus.  

  -  And when He wasn’t immediately responsive, she kept on asking.    

             

            

 -  She was persistent; she didn’t give up.  

  -  Jesus didn’t answer her request because He got tired of hearing her ask. 

  -  He answered her because her persistence showed the reality of her faith. 

 

 Second, notice that faith PERSEVERES. 

  -  This woman begged Jesus repeatedly to rescue her daughter. 

  -  And when jesus wasn’t immediately responsive, she kept on asking.    

             

            -  She 

was persistent; she didn’t give up.  

  -  Jesus didn’t answer her request because He got tired of hearing her ask. 

  -  He answered her because her persistence showed the reality of her faith. 

 


