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A Rose is a Rose

Read Isaiah 61

Isaiah 61:3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion – to bestow on them a crown 
of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment 
of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  They will be called oaks of righteousness, a 
planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.

Recently I overheard some women in our Church explaining the art of bring up 
healthy rose bushes.  “The key is to cut them back deeply in January,” one of 
them said.  “You canʼt be overly cautious – you need to cut them all the way down 
to the ground,” another chimed in.  Every year, I marvel at how butchered my 
mother-in-law takes after her rose bushes.  The picture above (taken yesterday) 
is the result of this ruthless practice.  When you look at how drastically the bush 
was slashed, itʼs hard to imagine in just 4 months, you have this.

So too, it is often in our lives.  Only until we have been slashed, only until our pride 
has been broken, only until we have no where else to turn – that is when we can 
begin to grow.  It is reverse logic to mere humans.  It only makes sense when we 
look to Scripture: II Corinthians 12:9&10   9But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christʼs power may rest 
on me.  10That is why, for Christʼs sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.    
Remember Pastor Dave often reminds us of the misquote: “God helps those who 
help themselves.”  This is not correct – God can only help those who cannot help 
themselves.  As we see in Isaiah 61:3 above – the purpose of us coming out of our 
hardships is for the display of the Lordʼs splendor.



Back to Isaiah 61, the closing verse of that chapter:  11For as the soil makes the 
sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will 
make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.  So this week, as you 
shelter in place, there is news that we might be able to return to Worship together, 
there is news that continues to trouble us, there are positive and negative signs – 
donʼt dwell on these things.  Focus your attention on Jesus and put your trust in 
Him – I Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.”

Prayer – Dear Lord, thank you for my struggles, for my hardships.  Thank You for 
taking me to a place where I could honestly thank you for my troubles.  I praise 
you that in my adversity, there you are as my strength.  Continue to bless and 
protect your children.  Cause those who donʼt know you, to see in us, your Son.  
May the leaders of this country, state, county and city – be blessed and seek to do 
your will.  In Jesusʼ name, Amen.
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