
Sermon Notes 03-15-2020 
Mark 10:46-52 

 

46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a 

blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47 When he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he 

jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 

52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along 

the road. 

 

Introduction 

  

A.  Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem.   

1)  When Jesus will finally arrives there, He will be rejected by the Jews, betrayed into the hands of the 

Gentiles and crucified on a Roman cross.  

2)  Jesus is headed to His death at Calvary. 

 

       B.  As He moves steadily in that direction, He is surrounded by people who cannot understand just 

Who He is.  

1)  The Jews are blind to Who He is, though He tried to tell them and show them on many occasions.  

2)  The disciples are blind to Who He is, though they have seen Him demonstrate His identity time after time.  

3)  Those around Him would not recognize just Who Jesus was until after He has died on the cross and rose 

again. 

 

C.  As Jesus makes His way to Jerusalem, He and His disciples pass through the city of Jericho.  

1)  The name “Jericho” means “To smell, or A place of fragrance.” 

2)  It was a city that abounded in many fragrant plants like roses, balsam, and cypress. Honey was also found 

there in abundance.  

3)  Travelers passing through Jericho were surrounded by many fragrant smells. It was a city that lived up to 

its name. 

 

D.  There would be a fragrance in Jericho on this day that had never been there before.   

1)  “The Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley” was passing through.  

2)  As He did, Jesus demonstrated the great fragrance of His glory in the city of Jericho. 

 

1.  Bartimaeus is the Perfect Example of Faith in Mark's Gospel. 

 

A.  But don’t feel sorry for Bartimaeus because he already knows how to Deal with People who try to 

Silence Him.  

 

B.  His persistence adds substance to his bold expression of “faith in Jesus” 

 

2.  The Active Faith of Bartimaeus is Central to this Story 

 



A.  In the final verse of the text, Jesus names Bartimaeus’ faith as what brings forth the Kingdom of 

God to him.  

 

3.  The Rest of the Story shows us what that Faith Is.  

 

A.  Bartimaeus’s faith is not about reciting the correct confession or subscribing to certain dogmas.  

 

B.  It is his unrelenting conviction that Jesus can and will rescue him from his need.  

 

4.  Put Yourself in Bartimaeus’  Shoes. 

  

A.  You have been living in a world of darkness. 

1) You are unable to work, so you beg in order to survive. 

 

B. Through stories you have been hearing, there is a man who has been in the Galilee region, and on 

occasions had come to Jerusalem. 

1)  The stories have it, that this man has been opening the eyes of the blind. 

2)  Many who had been blind are now seeing. 

3)  Perhaps you have dreamed of some day meeting this Jesus of Nazareth, as His name is called, and perhaps 

He would heal you, and deliver you from your world of darkness. 

 

C. And today, Jesus is passing near by to where you have been begging. 

1)  This is your opportunity, your chance of a lifetime, and you are determined to seize the moment. 

2)  And what do you do, you start to cry out to Him for mercy. 

 

4.  We see Bartimaeus’  Faith in what he does. And he does Four Things. 

  

A.  Bartimaeus grasps who Jesus is.  

1)  No one else so far in Mark’s Gospel has been able to perceive so much about Jesus from so little data.  

2)  The title Bartimaeus call s Jesus, “Son of David”, appears only here in Mark.  

3)  In other verses in Mark, it is Jesus who adds this nuance to his connection to David and implies his 

superiority over Israel's greatest king.  

4)  But for Bartimaeus, the title obviously indicates that Jesus is God's designated agent, and it introduces the 

notion of Jesus as a royal figure, an image that becomes very important  

when Jesus enters Jerusalem, goes on trial, and dies as a king.  

5)  Despite his blindness and all its connotations of spiritual ignorance, Bartimaeus, sees the royal dimensions 

of Jesus' identity.  

6)  As the story progresses, we discover that Bartimaeus also discerns that Jesus is specially able to show 

mercy and heal. 

 

B.  Bartimaeus persists despite his obvious hindrances.   

1)  Faith does not come easily to people in Mark.  

2)  People must surmount obstacles to obtain what they are seeking.  

3)  The others people in the crowd rebuke Bartimaeus, demanding he be silent.  

4)  This detail reminds us that blind beggars dwell near the bottom rung of social privilege in ancient as well as 

in contemporary society.  

5)  Do the people shout Bartimaeus down because they think that Bartimaeus deserves to be a blind beggar? 

Probably.  

6)  Are they putting their own needs before his? Perhaps.  

7)  In their ignorance about Jesus, and His message of salvation, and his concern for blind beggars,  the 

people’s reprimand of Bartimaeus threatens to limit the range of Jesus’ compassion and grace.  

8)  But Bartimaeus knows better, and so he yells “even more loudly” until his words penetrate Jesus' ears. 

 



C.  Bartimaeus expects a transformation.  

1)  Presumably Jesus could have walked to Bartimaeus to talk with him.  

2)  Instead, Jesus tells the onlookers to summon Bartimaeus to him.  

3)  It is humorous that now those who sought to inhibit the beggar must now assist in Jesus' ministry to him.  

4)  Then Mark adds one more delicious detail, Bartimaeus tosses aside his cloak.  

5)  Obviously Bartimaeus expects to regain his sight, for a blind beggar would ordinarily do well to keep his 

possessions close at hand.  

6)  Bartimaeus obviously expects a change in his status.  

7)  This is a “Two-fer” because his health problem (his blindness) and his economic problem (his begging) are 

inter-twined.  

8)  As with the other healings by Jesus, He can restore Bartimaeus to a place of wholeness that will demand his 

rightful belonging within the society.  

9)  When Bartimaeus casts off his cloak, he confidently assumes that he will no longer sit on his garment 

dependent upon handouts from passersby. 

 

D.  When given the chance, Bartimaeus asks for the right thing.   

1)  When Jesus confronts Bartimaeus and asks, “What do you want me to do for you?,” his reply is a simple 

request voiced with the confidence that Jesus can do what he asks. “ 

2)  What Bartimaeus asks is “to see again.” 

3)  While the crowd can only see physically, ironically it is the blind man who can see Jesus for who He is. 

4)  One of the prophecies the the Kingdom of God was near was that the eyes of the blind would be opened  

-  Isaiah 29:18 

And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of 

obscurity, and out of darkness. 

- Isaiah 35:5 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

5)  Jesus in opening the eyes of the blind, was demonstrating the powers and works of the Messiah. 

6)  Thus, when Bartimaeus calls Jesus “Son of David” he is acknowledging that Jesus is the Messiah 

7)  It is because of Bartimaeus’ faith that Jesus now declares resolutely that He can bring the wholeness and 

deliverance that people of faith are truly seeking.  

8)  In this confidence and simplicity of faith in Christ, what Bartimaeus says is fully consistent with the 

expressions of faith others have made in Mark.  

9)  We can also note that Bartimaeus seeks no special privileges.  

      10)  This reiterates that Jesus has not come to bestow power and honor but to open eyes to the new 

spiritual, social, and material realities made possible when God reigns.  

      11)  When it comes to understanding what Jesus has come to do, the disciples James and John are more 

“blind” than Bartimaeus. 

 

5.  The “Bonus” of Following Jesus on the Way 

  

A.  This story helps us to understand Bartimaeus' salvation. 

1)  Jesus literally says to Bartimaeus, “Your faith has saved you.  

 

  B.  Bartimaeus begins the story alongside the road.  

1)  But the story of Bartimaeus ends with him as a follower.  

2)  Bartimaeus now follows Jesus on the road.  

3)  This shift reflects Bartimaeus' move from the invisible edges of society to the heart of the scene.  

4)  This movement also suggests more when we consider that the “road” or “way” is a term Mark uses to 

indicate Jesus' journey to Jerusalem and his suffering, the same “way”  

that he calls his followers to walk. 

5)  Along the way to Jerusalem, Bartimaeus will see that following God will have its difficulties but it will be 

certainly work it because once you truly see God, you will truly Know God. 

 



6. So the question of the day is “What is it that you want Jesus to do for you today?” 

 

A.  In the beginning of the story Bartimaeus was in a sad condition, but the lost sinner is far worse off 

than he was. 

-  The lost sinner is blind, he cannot see God. 

-  He is deaf, he cannot hear God. 

-  He is a spiritual cripple, he cannot run after God. 

-  He has withered hands, he cannot work for God. 

-  He has a defiled mind, he cannot think of God. 

-  He has a stammering tongue, he cannot talk to God. 

-  He has a wounded heart, he cannot live for God. 

-  He is a Ieper; he is unclean and defiled in the presence of God. 

-  Worst of all, according to Ephesians 2:1-3 the lost man is a dead man. 

-  He cannot sense God, feel God, know God, desire God, love God, or come to God on his own. 

-  The lost sinner is in a tragic condition! 

 

B.  Hopefully you can see yourself standing before Jesus and He is asking you the question, “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 

 

C.  That is a legitimate question Jesus asks of all of us.  

1)  Lord, can you set me free from my lusts. 

2)  Or Lord, can you heal me of my addictions. 

3)  Or Lord, can you give me the strength to overcome my  temptation. 

4) Or even Lord, would you touch my body, and make me whole. 

 

D. Even though there was a multitude of people around Bartimaeus, his cry has brought the attention of 

Jesus directly to himself. 

1) Jesus will always respond to the cry of a desperate soul. 

2) Suddenly it is as though you were the only one there.  

3)  And you will find that Jesus is willing and able to deal personally with you and your need. 

3)  Even though there are many people here today, Jesus is interested in your personal need, and will minister 

personally to you. 

 

E.  Let your Faith in Christ allow you to hear what He desires to say to “Go your way, your faith has 

made you whole.”  

1)  And though Jesus said to Bartimaeus to go his way, we read that Bartimaeus followed Jesus in the way. 

2)  To follow Jesus, is now your way. Never leave it. 

3)  The initial encounter is not enough.  

4)  Bartimaeus evidenced continuing faith in Christ. 

5)  Jesus is not content to be just a “crisis counselor”.  

6)  He wants to be an ever present companion and a friend. 

 


