
 

Sermon Notes March 18. 2018 
 

 

This sermon is a 2 parter. It will be finished the next week. There is an awful lot of things that happen in 

these 2 weeks.  

 

 

 

From Palms to the Passover 

 

What I want to talk about today is what we call “The Passion Week of Christ”. 

 

* If you ever look at the Gospel of John, you will note that it is 22 Chapters long. 

* It begins with the incarnation and ends with His resurrection and ascension. 

* But the last 11 Chapters of John account for the last 2 weeks of Christ, 

* So this must be an important time in His life. 

 

When we celebrate Palm Sunday, there is only 1 week left until Easter. 

So I want to unpack some of the events during this time. 

 

     Some things to note. 

* When Jesus came to Jerusalem, He stayed in Bethany, the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha. 

* Bethany was about 5 miles from Jerusalem or about the distance from Mountain Top Cafe to our church. 

* Also Jesus was not a fan of King Herod, Caiaphas the High Priest, the Sanhedrin, the scribes or teachers of 

the law 

* In Chapter 11 we find the resurrection of Lazarus. 

Here we have the contrast of a physical resurrection (happened before) and a spiritual resurrection (first time)  

 

When we come to the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem it happens on a Sunday. 

 

* Jesus had went to the synagogue in Bethany on Saturday. 

* Sunday was considered “International Day” in Jerusalem 

* That’s one of the things Jesus was addressing; He was here for everybody. 

* Jews from all over came to Jerusalem to celebrate 

* Gentiles from all over came to make money. 

* This day, the Jews over sold Jesus and the Gentiles had no idea who He was. 

* 5 days later they would all be there at the crucifixion 

* Concerning His entry, 

- He enters on a colt; A Sign of Royalty 

- People shout Hosanna; an expression of adoration, praise and joy 

- Some Pharisees rebuke Jesus for His behavior. 

- Jesus cries over Jerusalem 

- Jesus gives a prophecy about the destruction of Jerusalem.   

- He enters the temple courts and then returns to Bethany 

 

On Monday, as Jesus leaves Bethany and comes to Jerusalem, He curses the fig tree. 

 
* This symbolizes the nation of Israel. 

- They have an outward sign of fruit but there is none to be found. 



- The fig tree in scripture represents Israel. 

- The next day Peter sees that the tree has withered and died. 

* This is the only miracle of destruction by Jesus. 

* When Jesus gets to the temple He cleans it out. 

 

Tuesday is the last day Jesus will enter the temple 

 

* Here is where Jesus encounters His greatest resistance in public 

- The religious leaders challenge who He is. 

- The Greeks come to see Him 

- Jesus tips His hand as to who is in and who is out 

- Judas seeks to betray Jesus 

Wednesday is a day of quiet in Bethany. 

 

Thursday is a Day of Preparation for the Passover 

 

* The disciples find out that the preparation has already taken place. 

- A foreshadowing of the Nature of God. 

* Jesus washes the feet of the disciples. 

* It is in the middle of the supper that Jesus institutes “Communion” 

- The Bread of Life and the Cup of Redemption after the main meal. 

* Judas participated in the Last Supper. 

- He was given every opportunity to change his mind 

- Judas leaves and the rest of them sing a hymn and go to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

* It is here where the real victory is fought and won. 

 

===============================================================================

==================== 

 

Chronology of the Events of the Passion Week 

This weekend begins the passion week of Christ. 

 

 

Saturday Supper at Bethany   

 

Sunday Disciples bring colt, Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem, Jesus in the city and temple, Retirement to 

Bethany. 

 

Monday The fig tree cursed, Second cleansing of the temple. 

 

Tuesday The last day in the temple, Christ’s authority challenged, Parable of the two sons, Parable of the 

wicked husbandman, Parable of the rejected stone, Parable of the rejected stone, Parable of the marriage feast, 

The question of tribute to Caesar, The question of the resurrection, The greatest commandment, David’s son 

and Lord, Denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees Lament over Jerusalem, The poor widow’s gift, Greeks 

desire to see Jesus, The Olivet Discourse, Parables: The fig tree, the porter, the master of the house, the faithful 

and evil servants, the ten virgins, the talents, the sheep and the goats, Judas bargains to betray Jesus. 

 

Wednesday Day of quiet at Bethany. 

 

Thursday  Preparation for the Passover, The Pascal meal and the Lord’s supper Jesus washed the disciples’ 

feet, Judas signaled as the traitor, Apostles warned against desertion, The great upper room discourse, The 

agony in Gethsemane, The betrayal and arrest, Peter and the healing of Malchus’ ear. 

 



Friday First Jewish trial - before Annas. 

Second Jewish trial - before Caiaphas.  

Third Jewish trial—before Sanhedrin.  

Jesus declared His messiahship. 

Jesus mocked; Peter’s denial and remorse . 

First Roman trial - before Pilate. 

Second Roman trial - before Herod. 

Third Roman trial - before Pilate again.  

Pilate handed over Jesus to the Jews.  

Pilate again attempted to rescue Jesus Judas’ suicide. 

The road to the cross. 

On the cross: 

First three hours: 9:00 to 12:00 a.m. Three sayings: 

“Father forgive them...” 

“Today you will be with me in paradise”  

“Dear woman, here is your son” 

Second three hours: 12:00-3:00 p.m. Four sayings: 

“My God, my God...” 

“I am thirsty...” 

“It is finished” 

“Into your hands I commend my spirit” 

Supernatural phenomena accompanying Jesus’ death: Darkness, earthquake, rending of the temple veil. 

Burial of the body in Joseph’s tomb. 

 

Saturday 

Body in the tomb. 

 

Sunday 

The Resurrection. 

 


