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Why is the Resurrection of Jesus so Important! 

 

1.  Because the Resurrection of Jesus is the Foundation of the Christian Faith.  

 

 A.  In 1 Corinthians Chapter, Paul declares:  

 

 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 

preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 

appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 

and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared 

to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 

the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I 

worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, it is I or they, 

this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 

no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if 

Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to 

be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did 

not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised 

either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 

have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 

 B.  As it turns out, no Legitimate Scholar of Religion today ever Denies that Jesus was a 

Historical Figure who walked the earth approximately 2,000 years   ago, was a Great 

Teacher and a Miracle Worker, and then Died on a Cross for the Crime of Blasphemy.  

       

 C.  Therefore, the only Legitimate Dispute Today is whether Jesus was the Son of God who was 

Resurrected from the Dead after His Crucifixion. 

 

 D.  And so, if there is No Resurrection, then we are All in Trouble. 

 

 E.  Not that many people in Jerusalem knew who Jesus was.  

  1)  The soldiers who arrested him, didn’t know who Jesus was.  

  2)  The Sanhedrin was afraid of him, but they heard of him 

 

 F.  Two Weeks before His Crucifixion,  Jesus had just resurrected Lazarus. 

  1) Jesus said that he Himself would be Resurrected.   

   -  So they Guarded the Tomb 
   -  If a guard loses a Prisoner, he is put to Death. 

   -  And so the Tomb was sealed like no other tomb ever. 

   -  And yet, here we are today, all because of the Empty Tomb. 



 

2.  As I said in the Beginning, The Resurrection is the Foundation of Christian theology.  

 

 A.  Not only does the Resurrection Bear Witness  to the Immense Power of Jesus Christ, the 

Resurrection also Proves to us that Jesus was Who He Claimed   to Be, the Son of God and the 

Messiah.  

  1) Jesus said,  

   “I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die” (John 11:25).  

  2)  In that Statement, Jesus also Claimed to be the Source of Both, Son of God aa well as The 

Messiah 

  3)  Apart from Christ, there is No Resurrection and apart from Christ, there is No Eternal 

Life.  

 

 B.  The Amazing Thing about the Power of Jesus is that He Does More than Give Life,   

  1)  He IS Life, and that’s why Death has No Dominion over Him.  

  2)  In Being Resurrected from the Grave, God reminds us of Christ’s Absolute 

Sovereignty over Life and Death.  

 

3.  Here are Some Important Facts about Jesus’ Resurrection. 

  

 A.  There were over 500 Witnesses of the Risen Lord 

  1)  This is Independent Verification  Jesus’ Resurrection. 

  

 B. The Stone covering the Tomb was Rolled Away. 

  1)  The High Priest was afraid of Tomb Robbers and if the body was taken, the Myth of Jesus 

would be Accepted. 

  2)  So the High Priest convinced Pilate to Seal the Tomb. 

  3)  As I said before, the Soldiers guarded the Tomb as if their Own Life Depended on it, 

because it did. 

  

 C.  The Resurrection of Jesus was Prophesied in the Old Testament. 

  1)  The Coming of the Messiah should not have taken Biblical Scholars by Surprise. 

 

 D.  Jesus’ Resurrection was a not just a Bodily Resurrection like Lazarus. 

  1)  Jesus was raised with a Resurrected New Spiritual Body. 

  2)  He is the Firstfruits of what will happen to us at His 2nd Coming.   

   

 E.  The Resurrection was Just the Beginning for Us. 

  1)  We Now have a Hope and a Future that Sin has been Conquered. 

 

4.  So how did the Early Believers Conduct Themselves because of Christ’s Resurrection. 

  

 A.  The Early Christians boldly Proclaimed that “Jesus is Lord.” 

  1)  Because of this Simple, Straightforward Proclamation, a group of Devout, Fiercely 

Monotheistic Jews dared to Transfer to Jesus of Nazareth    

         the Divine Name and Title of “Lord” Previously Reserved exclusively for Yahweh, 

the God of Israel.  

  2)  This was the Earliest, Most Primitive, Christian Confession, and what Distinguished a 

Believer from an Unbeliever. 

  3)  A Christian became known as Someone who had Called upon the Name of the 

Lord (Romans 10:13;1 Corinthians 1:2, 6:11)  

   and Confessed that “Jesus is  Lord”(Romans 10:9). 



  4)  In a Polytheistic World, particularly when Caesar was thought to be a divine being, the 

Christians Claimed that Jesus Christ  

   was the One and Only True God while in the Face of Persecution. 

  5)  From the Very Beginning, Christians Staked their Belief in Christ’s Lordship on His 

Resurrection from the Dead.  

 

 B.  Peter Declared in his Pentecost Day Sermon that  

 

  “God raised Jesus from the dead and we are all witnesses of this. Now He is exalted to the 

place of highest honor in heaven,  at God’s right hand. 

    So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus whom you 

crucified,  to be both Lord and Messiah!”  

   (Acts 2:32-3, 36). 

 

 C.  Paul makes the Same Point throughout his Letters.  

  1)  In his letter to the Philippians, (Philippians 2:10-11) Paul cites what many believers was 

an early Christian hymn, and declared that  

   “God elevated Him to the place of highest honor and gave Him the name above all 

names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

     in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”. 

  2)  Notice too, in his letter to the Romans, (Romans 10:9) how Paul makes the 

Connection between Christ’s Lordship and His Resurrection:  

   “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved”. 

  3)  All over the world, in many different languages, Christians Today are Singing a Simple 

Little Chorus:  

    “He is Lord. He is Lord!  

      He has risen from the dead, and He is Lord.  

      Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess,  

      That Jesus Christ is Lord.”  

  4)  Whenever they Do This, whether they realize it or not, they are Making the Same 

Connection about Jesus’ Lordship and Resurrection as the First Believers. 

 

5.  The Proclamation of the Lordship of Jesus Christ  not only Signifies God’s Unconditional Claim of 

who Jesus is, but also God’s Absolute Claim on Us.  

  

 A.  Jesus Christ is the Lord in All Things and in Every Situation.  

  1)  Lordship and Divinity, like Two Columns of a Magnificent Arch, are therefore 

Inseparable and Dependent upon Each Other.  

  2)  And the Keystone of the Arch is the Resurrection of Christ.  

  3)  Take Away the Keystone from the Arch and then Both Columns, in fact, the Entire 

Structure will Fall Down. 

 

 B.  How fitting it is, that on Easter and the every Sunday to Follow, for the Body of Christ to 

Proclaim the Lordship and Divinity of Christ.  

 

6.  During His Ministry, Jesus asked the Disciples an All Important Question “Who do you say that I 

am?” (Mark 8:27-30).  

  

 A.  And Peter blurted out that “You are the Christ” 

  1)  Peter did it Boldly and Without Hesitation. 

  2)  And Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16 that 



   “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 

blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter,     and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven; whatever you     bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

 B.  And that Same Question is Still crying out today from the Empty Tomb Today, which is the 

Reality of the Christ’s Resurrection and our Reaction to it. 

   1)  The Indisputable Answer for Peter 2,000 years ago, as well as for today, is the 

Proclamation that Jesus is Both Lord and God. 

 

7.  And Finally, The Resurrection of Jesus Christ Assures us that God will Win in the End. 

  

 A.  There are Events that Happen that We Cannot Explain.   

  1)  Irrational Tragedies and Horrible Things do occur.  

 

 B.  But Because God Raised Jesus from the Dead after the Catastrophe of the Cross, we can Be 

Sure that God will One day Overcome All Catastrophes. 

  1)  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ for our Sins is Proof that No Matter how Bad things 

get, we can Trust in God.  

  2)  God Loves Us.  

  3)  He Lived and then Died for Us 

  4)  He was Resurrected for Us  

  5)  God has Our Interests at Heart.  

  6)  God Works to Achieve what is Beneficial For Us.  

  7) And in the end “God Will Win.” 

 
 


