
Sermon Notes June 16, 2019 
The Men Jesus Called 

 

1.  We know very little of the background of any of the disciples whom Jesus calls.   

  

 A.  There were many fishermen in Galilee.  

  -  Josephus tells us that in his day, there were three hundred and thirty fishing boats who 

sailed the waters of the lake.  

  -  Ordinary people in Palestine seldom ate meat, probably not more than once a week.  

  -  Fish was their staple diet.  

  -  Usually the fish was salt because there was no means of transporting fresh fish.  

  -  Fresh fish was one of the greatest of all delicacies in the great cities like Rome.  

  -  The very names of the towns on the lakeside show how important the fishing business was.  

  -  Bethsaida means House of Fish,  

  -  Tarichaea means The Place of Salt Fish, and it was there that the fish were preserved for 

export to Jerusalem and even to Rome itself.  

  -  The salt fish industry was big business in Galilee. 

 

 B.  The fishermen used two kinds of nets, both of which are mentioned or implied in the gospels.  

  1)  They used the net called the sagene.  

   - This was a kind of trawl net.  

   -  It was let out from the end of the boat and was so weighted that it stood, as it 

were, upright in the water.  

   -  The boat then moved forward, and, as it moved, the four corners of the net were 

drawn together, so that the net became like a great bag moving through the water and enclosing the fish.  

  2)  The other kind of net, which Peter and Andrew were using here, was called the 

amphiblestron.  

   -  It was a much smaller net.  

   -  It was skillfully cast into the water by hand and it was shaped much like an 

umbrella. 

 

 C.  The four men in today’s story were fishermen.  

  -  Matthew was a tax collector.  

  -  What had the other seven done before Jesus came into their lives? We don’t know. 

 

 D.  As far as we can tell, the twelve persons Jesus called to be his companions were ordinary 

men.  

  -  As far as we can tell, Jesus didn’t do background checks to determine IQ levels, financial 

status, professional skills, or temple education.  

  -  He picked people probably much like you and me. 

  -  Furthermore, his disciples were anything but perfect.  

  -  Many times they misunderstood him.  

  -  They often hesitated to follow him.  

  -  Judas betrayed him and Peter denied him. 

 

 E.  But these would be the persons who would continue Jesus’ work on earth after he left.   

  1)  They were ordinary people, like you and me.  

   -  And Jesus called them. 

  2)  We must notice what they were.  

   -  They were simple folk.  

   -  They did not come from the schools and the colleges.  



   -  They were not drawn from the ecclesiastics or the aristocracy.  

   -  They were neither learned nor wealthy.  

   -  They were fishermen.  

   -  That is to say, they were ordinary people.  

  3)  No one ever believed in the ordinary man as Jesus did.  

   -  Once George Bernard Shaw said, “I have never had any feeling for the working-

classes, except a desire to abolish them, and replace them with sensible people.” 

   -  Jesus did not feel like that.  

   -  Abraham Lincoln once said, “God must love the common people. He made so 

many of them.”  

   -  It was as if Jesus said, “Give me twelve ordinary men and with them, if they will 

give themselves to me, I will change the world.”  

   -  A man should never think so much of what he is as of what Jesus Christ can make 

him. 

  4)  We also must notice what they were doing when Jesus called them.  

   -  They were doing their day's work, catching the fish and mending the nets.  

 

 F.  Furthermore, Jesus’ first disciples were “northerners,” from the northern province of 

Galilee.  

  -  The capital of Israel was Jerusalem in the former southern kingdom, the religious center 

with the temple.  

  -  It is no wonder that Jesus was greeted with such skepticism when he travelled to Jerusalem 

from his home in Galilee with his Galilean friends.  

  -  The religious leaders in Jerusalem naturally considered Jesus an “outsider.” 

 

 G.  As far as we know, every one of the disciples was chosen and called personally by Jesus.  

  -  I believe that God calls each one of us personally.  

  -  God not only calls us to follow Jesus, but also calls us into the fields and careers of our 

lives.  

  -  We often speak of “God’s call” too narrowly, as if God “calls” people only into ordained 

ministry.  

  -  That is true. God calls people to be pastors and church workers.  

  -  But God’s call is not limited to clergy.  

  -  God calls every single one of us. 

 

     Example  

  -  The Old Testament Story from the book of Jonah is also a story about “calling,” but with 

ironic twists.  

  -  Jonah is called to proclaim a message to people he doesn’t like.  

  -  It is a message he hopes will not be accepted.  

  -  After trying unsuccessfully to avoid his calling, he finally arrives in Nineveh and 

delivers the shortest sermon in the Bible, an eight-word threat of destruction.  

  -  To his dismay the sermon is effective.  

  -  The book of Jonah ends as God makes clear to Jonah that mercy is for everyone who 

repents. 

  -  In Jonah’s call it included the message he was to deliver, but the 4 fishermen Jesus 

called have no further instructions whatsoever.  

  -  They are called to a totally uncertain future and would surely have been scared out of their 

wits had they known what lay in store for them. 

  -  God’s call is always into an uncertain future.  

  -  When we enter into our callings we have no idea how it will all end up.  

  -  We choose our careers and jobs hoping that we can use the gifts and talents God has given 

us, but there are no guarantees. 



 

2.  The Immediacy of Jesus' call, is so we can turn around and believe in Jesus as the Christ, are also 

present in the calling of Simon, Andrew, James and John.  

 

 A.  The scene is the shore of the Sea of Galilee,  a lake about 12 miles long and 8 miles at its 

widest point.  

  -  The lake is harp-shaped and also known by the name, Chinnereth, from the Hebrew word 

for a harp-like instrument. 

 

 B.  Perhaps it was a day like any other day in the life of those who fish these sometimes 

treacherous waters.  

  -  Wind storms come up quickly as a Northwester blows in from the Mediterranean Sea and 

over the hill country that surrounds the northwestern shore of the lake.  

  -  Suddenly and without warning the boats are in danger as the waves threaten to overpower 

the boats.  

  -  A story in Mark 4:35-41 describes a crossing of the disciples who encounter such a wind 

storm on the lake. 

 

 C.  Simon and Andrew, perhaps weary from a night of fishing, are still working on their nets 

when a stranger approaches them on the shore in the person of Jesus.  

  -  The dialogue is brief.  

  -  In fact it might have appeared to them that this stranger was not that familiar with their 

trade.  

  -  Jesus’ words must have sounded strange as he doesn't talk about the usual fishing for lake 

trout but fishing for people?  

  -  Now to rugged men of the sea this would have no correlation with their experience. 

 

 D.  The text gives us no clue to what is going on inside their heads at such a strange proposal.  

  -  There was no preparation.  

  -  The only note we get from the text is the second occurrence of “immediately” in the Gospel 

of Mark as Simon and Andrew “immediately” leave their nets and follow him" (Mark 1:18).  

  -  All we can say about the call is that "the kingdom of God" has broken into their lives in the 

immediacy of Jesus' call.  

  -  There are also two other fishermen on the shore mending their nets, James and John, sons 

of their father Zebedee.  

  -  The call of Jesus to them is the same and their response is the same.    

             

             

 -  They leave their livelihood and their father and “immediately” follow this stranger (Mark 1:20). 

 

3.  These are epiphany moments early in the Gospel.  

 

 A.  As readers and hearers of Mark’s Gospel, we too have no preparation this early in the 

Gospel for such a story.  

  -  Like the first 4 followers, we too have been caught off guard.  

  -  But then isn't this why we identify with this story?  

  -  God in Jesus Christ comes to us in our most unexpected moments.  

  -  God’s kingdom, God's kingly reign and rule in our lives breaks in even “immediately” as 

pure gift. 

 

 B.  These are words of grace and call through the work of the Holy Spirit breaking into our 

lives, and through the call of the Son of God whose words invite us and claim our lives to follow.  



  -  Jesus is the one who alone, in his death and resurrection, gives us the gift of life to follow 

him and live with him eternally. 

 

 C.  We must notice how he called them.   

  1)  Jesus’ summons was, "Follow me!”  

   -  No doubt they had stood in the crowd and listened.  

   -  No doubt they had stayed to talk long after the rest of the crowd had drifted away.  

   -  No doubt they already had felt the magic of his presence and the magnetism of his 

eyes.  

  2)  Jesus did not say to them, “I have a theological system which I would like you to 

investigate. 

   -  Jesus did not say to them,  “I have certain theories that I would like you to think 

over;  

   -  Jesus did not say to them,  “I have an ethical system I would like to discuss with 

you.”  

   -  What Jesus did say to them was “Follow me!”  

  3)  It all began with a personal reaction to himself.  

   -  It all began with that tug on the heart which begets the unshakeable loyalty.  

   -  This is not to say that there are none who think themselves into Christianity.  

   -  But for most of us following Christ is like falling in love.  

   -  It has been said that “We admire people for reasons. We love them without 

reasons.”  

   -  By far the greatest number of people who follow Jesus Christ, is not because of 

anything that Jesus said but because of everything that Jesus is. 

 

 D.  Lastly we must note what Jesus offered them.   

  1)  He offered them a task.  

   -  He called them not to ease but to service.  

   -  Someone has said that what every man needs is “something in which he can invest 

his life.”  

  2)  So Jesus called his men, not to a comfortable ease and not to a lethargic inactivity. 

   -  He called them to a task in which they would have to spend themselves and give of 

themselves, and, in the end, die for his sake and for the sake of their fellow men.  

   -  He called them to a task wherein they could win something for themselves only by 

giving their all to him and to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


