
Sermon Notes 11-24-19 
 

Introduction 

 

 A man in Phoenix calls his son in New York the day before Thanksgiving and says,"I hate to ruin your 

day, but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years of misery is enough. 

“Pop, what are you talking about?” the son screams. “We can't stand the sight of each other any longer,” the 

father says. “We're sick of each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in Chicago and 

tell her.” 

 Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone. “Like heck they're getting divorced,” she 

shouts, “I'll take care of this.” 

 She calls Phoenix immediately, and screams at her father, “You are NOT getting divorced. Don't do a 

single thing until I get there. I'm calling my brother back, and we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't 

do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs up. 

 The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. “Okay," he says, “they're both coming for 

Thanksgiving, and they’re paying their own way.” 

 
——————————————— 

 

 When we think of Thanksgiving today, we always think of the American Holiday we celebrate every 

year in November. And we probably celebrate it differently each year. Sure we have turkey, and mashed 

potatoes, and all the fixings, but over time, as we get older, the reason for the celebration changes. 

 

 But the notion of Thanksgiving has it’s roots in scripture, long before America was explored by the 

Europeans. For God, thanksgiving has a specific foundation and meaning. 

 

1.  So, what does “thanksgiving” actually means in the Bible? 

 

 A.  The Bible ties a great deal of meaning to the concept of “thanks”. but most of that meaning is 

lost on us today.    

  1)  To us, thanksgiving is an expression of gratitude.  

   -  As kids, we’re taught that “please,” and “thank you” are magic words, spells that 

compel adults to give us stuff.  

   -  “Thanks!” becomes code, then instinct. 

  2)  We say “thanks” a lot.  

   -  We don’t mean it every time.  

   -  We pretend to be grateful.  

   -  It’s the polite thing to do, like saying “bless you” after a sneeze or “God bless 

you,” for extra spirituality points. 

  3)  But Thankfulness is a big deal in the Bible.  

 

2.  Biblical Definitions of thanksgiving in the Bible 

 

 A.  Several Greek and Hebrew words are translated “thanks” and “thanksgiving” in the Bible, 

but here are the big two.  

  1)  The Hebrew word for thanks is “ydh”  

   -  This is the main word for thanks in the Old Testament.  

   -  The concept of thanks comes up 102 times in the Old Testament, and this word is 
used 72 of those times.  

  2)  Here’s the definition of ydh 
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   -  Acknowledging what is right about God in praise and thanksgiving (1 Chr. 16:34).  

   -  It can also mean a right acknowledgment of self before God in confessing sin (Lev. 

26:40) 

  3)  The Greek word for thanks is eucharisteo 

   -  Thankfulness comes up 71 times in the New Testament, and most of those 

instances are this word, or related to this word.  

  4)  The definition of eicharisteo 

   -   To show oneself grateful, to be thankful, to give thanks. 

       -  It is used in a religious sense with or without reference to God. 

   -  This term also comes from Jesus’ giving thanks before eating his last supper with 

the apostles (1 Co 11:24). 

 

 B.  The Hebrew definition of thanks is totally tied to who God is.   

  1)  The more we learn about God, the more we should praise and glorify Him. 

  2)  The Psalmist repeatedly calls us to give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, and for 

his miracles among men (Ps 107:1, 8, 15, 21). 

  

 C.  This isn’t just a polite “thanks” for when something good happens.  

  1)  This is an outpouring of praise to God for who he is and what he has done. 

  

3.  Here are some more Bible Verses on Thanksgiving 

 

Leviticus 7:11-13 “And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the Lord.  If he 

offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice unleavened loaves mixed with oil, 

unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine flour well mixed with oil.  With the sacrifice of his peace 

offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with loaves of leavened bread.” 

  

      A.  Notice that thanksgiving is mentioned three times in these three verses.    

     1)  The law of the sacrifice of the peace offerings to God can be offered for a thanksgiving or 

a giving of thanks to God and can be done with unleavened bread.   

 

    B.  Unleavened bread symbolizes the absence of sin.   

  1)  We read in the New Testament where leaven represents sin as it spreads and puffs up, and 

so we can offer God thanks but not if we have unconfessed sin because we lose our fellowship with God.   

      2)  So the unleavened bread is a sinless offering and having oil covering it, represents the 

work of the Holy Spirit in having us be unleavened. 

First Chronicles 16:8 “Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the 

peoples.” 

 

      A.  This also sounds like a command but we should give thanks to God because we have the 

great privilege of calling “upon His name” and we ought to “make known His deeds among the people”  

       by telling them what He has done for us.    

  1)  We shouldn’t need to feel obligated but want to give thanks out of pure gratitude because 

we have been cleared of guilt and now have peace with God (Rom 5:1)  

  2)  God now sees us as having Jesus’ righteousness imputed to us.   

  3)  This certainly should make us shout out thanks incessantly to God (2 Cor 5:21). 

Psalm 107:22 “And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of his deeds in songs of joy!” 

  

      A.  Here we see direct evidence that the giving of thanks is an offering we can make to God as it 

ties directly into telling “of His deeds” but this can be done verbally and “in songs of joy!”   

First Timothy 2:1-3 “I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 

people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified 

in every way.  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.” 
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      A.  How hard is it to pray for kings (today for the president) or those “who are in high 

positions” (Congress, the police, anyone in a position of authority) in this day and age   

       of political corruption?  

  1)  But is was no harder than it was in Paul’s day because the kings in Judea were puppets of 

the Emperor and Nero was one of the most wicked, evil men who ever ruled on the earth, yet here is Paul 

“urging”     people to pray for those in authority, good or bad, so “that we might 

lead a peaceful and quite life” and be able to live a “godly and dignified” way.   

      2)  Praying for politicians is hard to do, especially when you don’t agree with them but we are 

commanded to do so and Jesus even expects us to pray for our own enemies in Matt 5:44. 

First Corinthians 1:4 “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you 

in Christ Jesus.” 

  

      A.  The Apostle Paul was big in giving thanks.  

     1)  Paul gave thanks “always” because of the grace that was given to the church at Corinth 

and we ought to be giving thanks to God for our salvation  and the fact that what is free to us (Eph 2:8-9)  

   was of supreme cost to Christ (John 3:16). 

 

First Thessalonians 1:9 “For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for 

your sake before our God.” 

  

      A.  Paul was one of the most thankful men in the Bible, Old Testament and New.       

      1)  Here we read that Paul is saying our thanksgivings can be “returned to God for” the 

church at Thessalonica.     

      2)  Why?  It was because of “all the joy that Paul felt for their sake” and it being given 

“before our God” doesn’t have to be only in prayer but in walking, working, driving, kneeling, worship music,  

   and wherever you go and whatever you do. 

Philippians 4:6 “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 

  

      A.  This might be one of the hardest things to do.  

  1)  Not just to pray and give thanks for something but “about anything” and praying with 

thanksgiving, even in times of anxiety.   

       2)  This is so difficult to do, but somehow in praying and giving thanksgiving, we become 

less anxious because we are letting our “requests be made known to God”      

       so that He can be glorified in answering them.   

      

 B.  Then we offer Him more thanksgiving for answered prayer and really, for prayers that are 

unanswered because we don’t always know what to ask for.    

   1)  In this we show that God is the Author and Source of all good things and that He knows 

better than we do what we need.  

       2)  For this we need to thank God that “the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  

       3)  For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

with groaning’s too deep for words” (Rom 8:26). 

 

4.  So, how do we give thanks to God?  

 

 A.  The definitions is only helpful if we have a good means of applying it. 

  

 B.  The psalmist does a good job describing thanksgiving in Psalm 100 

  Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. 

  Serve the LORD with gladness; 

  Come before Him with joyful singing. 
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  Know that the LORD Himself is God; 

  It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 

  We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

  Enter His gates with thanksgiving 

  And His courts with praise. 

  Give thanks to Him, bless His name. 

  For the LORD is good; 

  His lovingkindness is everlasting 

  And His faithfulness to all generations. 

 C.  Notice we are to 

  1)  Shout Joyfully 

  2)  Serve with Gladness 

  3)  Come while Singing 

  4)  Then enter the gates with Thanksgiving and the Courts with Praise 

 

 D.  The Temple was surround by a series of courts.    

  1)  Immediately surrounding the Temple was the court of the priests.  

  2)  Next was the courtyard of men. 

  3) The court of the women was a large square court to the east and front of the Temple.   

  4)  The large court surrounding the Temple and its immediate courts was known as the court 

of the gentiles.   

   -  A balustrade separated the court of the gentiles from the Temple and its 

surrounding courts.   

   -  Non-Jews could not pass the balustrade.   

   -  It was in the court of the gentiles that money changers and animals were sold.   

   -  Thus, this was the place where Jesus cleansed of the temple. 

 

 E.  Notice that as you enter each new gate and court, it gets more restrictive. 

  1)  But Jesus said that “we are the temple of God” 

  2) And the only gate is not to restrict others but to allow God to enter. 

   -  It is your heart, and Jesus knocks at the door to see if you let him in. 

   -  And if you do, Jesus will come in and eat and fellowship with you. 

 


