
 

Sermon Notes Feb. 11, 2018 
Scout Sunday - Rebuilding the Wall in 

Jerusalem 
  

Today I want to talk about Nehemiah and the wall he built. 

But Nehemiah built more than a wall.  

He built a life, and a legacy, and a community of faith. 

 

So here’s the short story of Nehemiah and his wall. 

  

In Chapter 1, the first 3 verses,  

 

Nehemiah hears from his brother that the walls and gates of Jerusalem are still destroyed.  

Nehemiah is living in Susa, the winter capital of the Persian Empire.  

We soon learn that Nehemiah is one of the most trusted aides to Artaxerxes, king of Persia. 

Upon hearing this news, Nehemiah mourns and prays to God.  

Nehemiah’s prayer consists of:  

1) Acknowledgment of God and Praise for who God is,  

2) Confession of his own Sins and the Sins of Israel,  

3) A Reminder of God’s Promises to Israel, if they will Repent, and  

4) A Request to help Nehemiah when he Approaches the King.  

Nehemiah’s prayer was based on God’s Word. Not a Bad Thing to Do. 

Nehemiah, like all of us, had to come before God empty-handed, with nothing deserving the 

Lord’s Favor or even His Attention,  

Nevertheless, Nehemiah did not come uninvited.  

He knew and Trusted that God who Listen to Him, especially if he was humble. 

Nehemiah realized that God had justly punished Israel, but he reminded God that this very 

situation had been anticipated as well as God’s promise of mercy, faithfulness, and forgiveness.   

Nehemiah’s prayer showed a profound understanding and a faith in what God had promised in 

his Word.  

Therefore, Nehemiah challenges us to pray too, based on an understanding of God’s purpose and 

will, as found in his Word.  

Nehemiah also reminds us that we can always begin again in our relationship with God if we 

return to him in humility. 

 

Approximately, four months later, after much prayer and planning, Nehemiah is ready to 

speak to the king.  

With great tact and humility, Nehemiah asks the king to allow him to return to Jerusalem in order 

to rebuild the walls.  



Nehemiah also asks the King for letters to be given to the rulers of the surrounding 

provinces Nehemiah must travel through,  

as well as orders to provide timber from the forests under the king’s control.  

The timber would be used to construct the walls of Jerusalem.  

Due to God’s intercession, the king grants Nehemiah everything he requests!  

The king’s permission to rebuild the city of Jerusalem fulfills the decree Daniel had prophesied 

95 years earlier in 539 BC according to Daniel 9:25.  

 

About a month after Nehemiah is given permission to return to Jerusalem, he departs.  

The journey back home to Jerusalem lasts 2-3 months, which puts Nehemiah in Jerusalem about 

June.  

Immediately upon arrival, Nehemiah inspects the walls around Jerusalem.  

He then devises a plan to rebuild, and rallies the people of Judah to do the work. 

 

In the 4th Chapter of Nehemiah, we learn that the wall has been rebuilt to almost half of its 

original height in just a few weeks!  

The progress on the wall has greatly upset the kings surrounding Judah.  

These leaders plot to attack Jerusalem, but first, they spread rumors about their plan in the 

hope that the Jews will abandon their plan to complete the wall out of fear. 

 

Nehemiah once again prays to God and then continues to rebuild the wall.   

In order to protect the people of Jerusalem, he institutes safety measures.  

To prevent their enemies from breaching and destroying the walls at night, he stations family 

units at low points in the wall to guard it.  

His reasoning is that family members will fight to protect each other more than if family 

members are spread out around different portions of the wall.  

During the day, while construction is going on, He assigns half of the people to stand guard with 

weapons and the other half to build the wall.  

Those who could work with only one hand would hold a weapon in their other hand. 

Nehemiah reminds the people  

“Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your 

brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.” 

 

Finally, in the 6th Chapter of Nehemiah, we read that the wall is completed in just fifty-two 

days!   

Against all the odds, Nehemiah and the people of Judah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in a very 

short period of time.  

The story of Nehemiah concludes that the surrounding provinces had to admit that God was with 

the Jews, because there was no other way  

they could have accomplished such a feat. 

 

Here’s how Nehemiah went about this task of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.  

We learn first that the people were willing to work.  

We also learn that they became involved and immediately started doing something.  

Nehemiah set each of them to build whatever part of the wall was nearest to their own houses, so 

that they were personally involved in the work.  



All the work centered around the gates of the city of Jerusalem.  

The people would be assigned a certain portion of the wall defined by the gates that gave access 

to the city.  

 

Each gate around the walls of Jerusalem had its own name. 

 

1.  First of all there is the Sheep Gate.  

Eliashib the high priest and the priests and built the Sheep Gate  

 

This is the gate through which the sheep were brought into the city to be sacrificed at the altar.  

The Sheep Gate, of course, signifies the Lamb of God, whose blood was shed on the cross for 

us, and, therefore, it reveals the principle of the cross. 

 

2.  Then we move to the Fish Gate.   

The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate 

 

Do you remember how the Lord Jesus said to his disciples, "Follow me and I will make you 

become fishers of men"? (Mark 1:17) This suggests we are to be the witness of a Christian. 

 

3.  The next gate is the Old Gate. 

Jehoiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah  repaired the Old Gate 

But their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work of their Lord. 

Shallum the son of Hallohesh, leader of half the district of Jerusalem; he and his daughters made 

repairs. 

 

What does this gate symbolize?  

It represents truth.  

In many Christians' lives this gate is broken down. 

They are no longer resting upon truth.  

Truth will never change. It was true when it was uttered.  

It was also true a hundred thousand years before it was uttered.  

And it will be true a hundred thousand years from now. 

That is truth. Truth is always the same. It never changes. 

 

4.  The next gate is the Dung Gate. 

Malchijah the son of Rechab, leader of the district of Beth Haccerem, repaired the Dung Gate 

 

    This is the the place where all the trash of the city was carried. 

 

5.  The next gate is the Valley Gate. 

Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the Valley Gate.  

 

It is the place of humility.  

It is the place of lowliness of mind and humbleness of heart.  

God has said in every page of Scripture that he is against the pride of men.  



He looks for the lowly, the humble, the contrite, and those who have learned that they are not 

indispensable. 

 

6.  The Fountain Gate is next.  

Shallun the son of Col-Hozeh, leader of the district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain Gate 

 

That name reminds us instantly of the words of the Lord Jesus to the woman at the well, "The 

water that I shall give you will become in you a spring of water a fountain  

welling up to eternal life." (John 4:14)  

It speaks of the Holy Spirit, which is the river of life in us. 

 

This is followed by the Water Gate.  

Water is always a symbol of the word of God.   

The interesting thing about this Water Gate is that it did not need to be repaired.  

Evidently it was the only part of the wall that was still standing.  

It mentions the people who lived by it, but it doesn't mention its needing repair.  

The word of God never breaks down.  

It doesn't need to be repaired. It simply needs to be reinhabited. 

 

7.  Then comes the East Gate.  

Nethinim who dwelt in Ophel made repairs as far as the place in front of the Water Gate toward 

the east 

 

The East Gate faced the rising sun, and is the gate of hope.  

It is the gate of anticipation of what is yet to come when all the trials of life and all the struggles 

of earth will end and the glorious new sun will rise on the new day of God. 

 

8.  Next is the Horse Gate.  

Beyond the Horse Gate the priests made repairs,  each in front of his own house. 

 

The horse in scripture is a symbol of warfare, the need to do battle against the forces of 

darkness.  

Paul says that "We are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 

against the powers, the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." (Ephesians 6:12) 

 

9.  The ninth gate is the Muster Gate or, literally, the "examination gate."  

After him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as far as the house of the Nethinim and 

of the merchants, in front of the Muster Gate 

 

This was evidently the place where judgment was conducted.  

We need to sit and take a look at ourselves every now and then to stop and re-evaluate what we 

are doing. 

 

So, what do you need to rebuild the walls of your own life? 

1.  In reconstructing your own walls, you will need courage.  



Whenever a man like Nehemiah says, "I will arise and build," Satan always says, "Then I will 

arise and oppose."  

Satan makes things difficult when we start turning back to God. 

 

2.  There is also the need for caution when rebuilding your walls.  

When Nehemiah came back to Jerusalem and rode about the city at night he didn't just start 

putting bricks on top of one another.  

He didn't rush out and get the people all excited to build the walls.  

If he did, he would have fallen into the trap of his enemies.  

 

The first thing he does is to arise at night, ride around the walls of the city, and survey the ruins.  

He takes note of exactly what needs to be done.  

He makes an honest survey of the facts.  

Then he begins to lay his plans.  

So, Here are the 3 Principles of Rebuilding your Walls 

1) Have a display of Concern,  

2) Have a Willingness of Confession and Commitment, and then  

3) Go with Courage and Caution and Begin the Work at Hand. 

 

Here are some Observations on How the Work to Rebuild Worked so Well 

 

1) There was the need for everyone to work together in order to accomplish something. 

 

1)  It pleases God to see His people working together in one accord,  with one heart, with one 

mind.  

-  God will put us into situations where we must work together, and then to learn how to lead, to 

learn how to follow, and to learn how to work together  

with one heart and mind. 

2)  The wall was continuous.   

-  Any gap compromised the entire structure.  

-  Therefore, every portion of the wall was important even if someone did not think so.  

-  As well, the wall could never be strong if someone was tearing it down at a different section. 

  

3)  The work done was a reflection on the family. 

-  Almost everyone mentioned is mentioned as the son of someone. 

-  It is with in the family that our children learn how to work, and parents must be committed to 

teaching their children how to be hard workers.  

-  In a spiritual sense, our hard work, or lack of it, is a reflection on our spiritual family.  

-  Every Christian should be a good reflection of their spiritual family. 

 

2) Evidence of Nehemiah’s own leadership. 

 

1)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he made each man accountable for his work.   

-  Each man had a section of wall he was responsible for, and everyone knew he was responsible 

for it. -  No one wanted it to be seen, that they were a poor worker in God’s cause. 



-  By giving each man a sense of responsibility for the work, they helped ensure the work would 

be done right.  

-  It made each man accountable and productive. 

 

2)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he noted who did the work and who didn’t do the 

work. 

-  The list demonstrates this. 

 

3)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he organized the work for maximum efficiency.   

-  Everyone had their own section, and the work was organized around the gates, the places most 

necessary of the work. 

 

4)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he got both “high” and “low” to join together in 

doing the work.  

-  The leaders and the high priest worked together with the man who lived in a single room. 

 

5)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he was willing to let people try new things. 

-  Goldsmiths, priests, and perfumers all became construction workers. 

 

6)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he made people focus on their own house first. 

   

7)  Nehemiah was an effective leader because he didn’t disqualify people because of a past of sin 

and compromise. 

 

 

Teddy Rosevelt quote 

 

It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where 

the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 

arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and 

comes up short again and again, because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who 

knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a worthy cause; who, 

at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, 

at least he fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid 

souls who knew neither victory nor defeat. 
 


