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Unintentional Harm

Read Romans 6 & 7

A few days ago I installed a sign-post at the front of my mother-in-lawʼs property.  
Iʼm quite proud of the finished result.  However, as I mixed the cement, I had my 
dear wife stabilize the wheel barrow.  The shovel quickly disengaged from the 
concrete and connected with Lindaʼs thumb.  I completed the job thinking I would 
need to take a trip to the ER for her stitches.  As it turns out, sheʼll likely just lose 
the thumbnail.  Not a small thing, but it could have been worse.

As bad as I felt for inflicting unintentional harm on my wife, I reflected on those 
times where my targeted harm was perhaps on purpose – not necessarily towards 
her, but others.  What about intentional / unintentional harm toward God ?  Paul 
asks some rhetorical questions in Romans 6.  Verse 1What shall we say, then?  
Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  Verse 15What then?  Shall we 
sin because we are not under law but under grace?  He follows this up with 
Romans 7:18-20  Verse 18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  19For 
what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do – this I keep 
on doing.  20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is 
sin living within me that does it. This is not a “get-out-of-jail-free” card.  It doesnʼt 
mean that “I canʼt help myself.  The devil made me do it.”  Sinning (intentionally or 
inadvertently) is a never-ending struggle.

Romans 7:21-25  21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right 
there with me.  22For in my inner being I delight in Godʼs law; 23but I see another 
law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind 
and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  24What a 
wretched man I am !  Who will rescue me from this body of death ?  25Thanks be to 
God – through Jesus Christ our LORD !    “Waging war” Paul says.  That certainly 
sums it up.  II Chronicles 20:15 “. . .This is what the Lord says to you: Do not be 
afraid or discouraged because of this vast army.  For the battle is not yours, but 
Godʼs.”  We need to embrace that thought.  It is absolutely difficult to live in grace 
each and every moment of every day.  But when we find ourselves knowingly 
sinning, we confess our sins – I John 1:8-9  Verse 8If we claim to be without sin, 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  
Thanks be to God to help us fight this fight.



Prayer – Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son as an atonement for our 
sins.  Without His work on the cross & subsequent resurrection, there can be no 
forgiveness of our sin.  We praise You for providing a way for us to appear before 
You without blemish thanks to the cleansing blood of Christ.  Please forgive me 
for the sins I have committed – those that I know and those I commit unwittingly.  
Thank You in Jesusʼ name, Amen.
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