
Sermon Notes March 8,2020 
Mark 10:17-27 

The Rich and the Kingdom of God 

 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he 

asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the 

commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give 

false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give 

to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the 

kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 

enter the kingdom of God.” 

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 

God.” 

 

 

1.  “Why did Jesus tell the rich young ruler he could be saved by obeying the commandments?" 

 

A.  To understand Jesus’ response to the rich young ruler’s question,  “What must I do to be saved?”, 

we must consider three things:  

1)  the background of the rich young ruler,  

2)  the purpose of his question,  

3)  and the essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

B.  The young man had asked Jesus,  “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” (Verse 

17) 

  

C.  Jesus responded, “You know the commandments (Verse 19) 

1)  At first glance, it appears that Jesus is saying that the young man and, by extension, all people must obey 

the commandments in order to be saved.  

2)  But is that really what Jesus was saying?  

3)  Since the essence of the salvation message is that we are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

why would Jesus offer the rich young ruler an “alternative plan”? 

 

 

D.  The man is described as a “ruler,” which means he was a prince or magistrate of some sort.  

1)  Since no Roman ruler would address Jesus as “teacher” or “master,” it is assumed that this man was a 

Jewish ruler in the local synagogue.  

2)  This man also had “great wealth” (Verse 22), and Jesus later used His conversation with this man to teach 

the detrimental effect money can have on one’s desire for eternal life (Verse  25).  

3)  The lesson Jesus draws from this incident concerns money, not salvation by works. 

 

 



2.  The first thing Jesus says to the man’s greeting, “Good teacher,” is to remind him that no one is good 

except God (Verse 18)  

  

A.  Jesus was not denying His own divinity.  

1)  Rather, Jesus was immediately getting the man to think about what “good” really means, since only God is 

good.  

2)  Then what we normally call human goodness might be something else entirely. 

  

B.  This truth comes into play later in the conversation.  

1)  When the man asked Jesus to specify which commandments he should keep, Jesus recited six of the 

commandments,   

2)  The man replies, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”and that is a key statement.  

3)  The young man was obviously religious and sincere in his pursuit of righteousness.  

4)  His problem was that he considered himself to be faultless concerning the Law. 

5)  And this is the point that Jesus challenges. 

 

 

C.  Jesus tells the man, “One thing you lack. Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

1)  The young man decided that Jesus was asking too much.  

2)  At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. (Verse 22)  

3)  Rather than obey Jesus’ instructions, he turned his back on the Lord and walked away.  

4)  The man’s choice undoubtedly saddened Jesus as well, because Jesus loved him (Mark 10:21). 

 

 

3.  Here are two elements of the text that will help us understand more clearly. 

 

 

A.  The first is the details in the text.  

1)  An author cannot tell us everything and the choices he or she makes are clues to the narrative intention of a 

particular passage.   

2)  Here are five details in the text. 

 

 

1.  Jesus is again “on the way” (verse 17).   

-  In Mark, this is not merely “a journey" in general but rather represents the road to Jerusalem and the cross.   

-  So while Jesus' demand of the man may seem extreme to us, it is certainly no less than the demand he places 

on himself, giving not just his wealth  

but his very life for the world, including this rich man. 

 

 

2.  Everywhere else in Mark when a person kneels down to beseech Jesus (verse 17), it is in regard to a 

request for healing, for him or herself, or for someone else.  

-  Might Mark therefore view this scene as a healing and invite us to do the same?  

-  Looked at this way, Jesus words are not an impossible demand or Herculean test of faith or extreme 

requirement.  

-  Rather, they are a radical prescription to a deep-seated illness and need. 

 

3.  Jesus looks at him with love (verse 21).   

-  He does not treat him as insincere or mock him as self-righteous, but rather loves him.   

-  Every interpretation we may offer must therefore take seriously Jesus' absolute regard and unconditional 

love for this man. 

 



4.  He is not asked simply to give away his wealth,  but to give it to the poor (not the church either, mind 

you, but the poor) (verse 21).  

-  Implied is the importance of sharing in the hardships and need of one's fellow human beings that is a 

requirement of life in the kingdom. 

 

 

5.  The rich man is not the only one who is shocked by Jesus' pronouncement (verses 22, 26).  

-  So also are all those within earshot.  

-  Given that wealth was considered a sign of blessing in the first century (as well as today), Jesus words to this 

man and his later statement about the difficulty the rich will have  

in entering the kingdom are alarming. 

 

 

B.  In addition to paying attention to details, we also gain insight by exploring the gaps of any 

passage we are reading.  

1.  Gaps are the elements of the story not told, the places we are invited to use our imagination and in this way 

enter into the story, even become invested in it.   

2.  Gaps, therefore, invite questions that, depending on how we answer them, greatly shape our reading.  

3.  Here are four such gaps. 

 

 

1.  Why does Jesus object to being called “good” (verse 18)?   

-  Does Jesus think the man is merely trying to flatter him?  

-  Possibly, but I wonder instead if Jesus is suggesting that something is amiss with the question itself.  

-  Once you imagine that eternal life is something you inherit or earn by being good, perhaps, you've lost.  

-  No one is good, that is, really and truly good, apart from God.   

-  Which means both that no one is “good enough” to inherit eternal life and that entering the kingdom is 

finally not about “being good” in the first place. 

 

 

2.  Is the man overconfident of his ability to keep the commandments (verse 20)?  

-  Is he, that is, smug, self-satisfied, or self-righteous?   

-  Perhaps, but I don't think so.  

-  Not only are the commandments considered in Judaism absolutely “do-able,”  

-  But Jesus also seems to accept his statement at face value.  

-  This does not devalue the commandments. 

-  Jesus starts by naming them as important elements of life with God.  

-  Apparently, however, they are not sufficient to constitute that relationship. 

 

 

3.  Why, precisely, is it difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom (verse 24-25)?  

-  Is it the temptation to believe that one is made self-sufficient by one's wealth with no need for God or 

others?  

-  Is it that one is desensitized to the needs of others by wealth, insulated from the normal needs of those 

around us?  

-  Can it be that wealth in some way distances us from one of the elements of being human itself. That is, the 

inescapable dimension of being dependent on others?  

-  From the beginning of creation, after all, it is "not good” that we be alone.  

-  Might it be that as wealth removes us from the natural dependence and contingency of the human condition 

we actually lose some of our humanity? 

 

 

  4. Is Peter boasting with his profession (verse 28)?   



-  Again, it may be, but I suspect that he needs additional reassurance.  

-  Interestingly, Jesus does not rebuke Peter as if it were a vain boast, but apparently he interrupts him.  

-  Peter “began to say,” the text reads, implying that Jesus jumps in to make promises to Peter both about the 

“rewards” all those who follow will receive  

as well as the “hardships” (persecutions) that the life of discipleship will entail.  

-  Is Peter, then, a cautionary tale for us or a model of discipleship? 

 

 

2.  This passage is about wealth and the challenges it presents.      

 

A.  In telling the young man to keep the commandments, Jesus was not saying that he could be saved by 

obeying the commandments.  

1)  Rather, Jesus was emphasizing the Law as God’s perfect standard.   

2)  If you can keep the Law perfectly, then you can escape sin’s penalty, but that’s a big if.  
3)  When the man responded that he met the Law’s standard, Jesus simply touched on one issue that proved the 

man did not measure up to God’s holiness.  

4)  The man was not willing to follow the Lord, if that meant he must give up his wealth.  

5)  Thus, the man was breaking the two greatest commands  

-  He did not love his neighbor as himself,  

-  And he did not love the Lord with all his heart.  

-  He loved himself (and his money) more.  

6)  Far from keeping “all” the commandments, as he had claimed, the man was a sinner like everyone else. The 

Law proved it. 

 

B.  And, simultaneously, this story is about discipleship, the need to follow Jesus and to be aware and 

even concerned about those things that would keep us from following Jesus “on the way.” 

 


