
Sermon Notes 4-18-2020 
1 John 1:1-10 

 

Degrees of Maturity (Sanctification)  

“The Art of Faith”  Which is Relational / The Spirit of the Law 

 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 

the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may 

have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write 

this to make our joy complete. 

 

Either/Or (Justification) 

 “The Science of Faith” Which is Institutional / The Letter of Law  

 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 

claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 

Introduction 

 

1.  When John writes his Gospel, it’s done in Primarily as an “Either/Or” Circumstance. 

 

 A.  In it, you will find Terms such as   

  1)  Heaven vs Hell 

  2)  Above vs Below 

  3)  Light vs Dark 

  4)  Life vs Death 

  5)  Righteousness vs Unrighteousness 

  6)  Truth vs Lie 

 

 B.  James and John, the Apostles lived in Galilee and were known as the “Sons of Thunder.” 

  1)  They were the “Big Men on Campus” or the Lake. 

   -  If you don’t like it, then you could hit the road. 

   -  Or maybe a fisherman would say hit the pier. 

 

 C.  But later on in John’s Relationship Jesus, with he Shifted his Perspective. He went from the 

Science of Life to the Art of Life 

  1)  John didn’t ditch the either/or model. 

  2)  What happened was that his own personal relationship with Jesus now had more influence 

on him 

   - John was the “disciple whom Jesus loved” 

   - While on the cross, Jesus told John to take care of His mother. 

   - It was the relational aspect of life with Jesus that now became the priority  

 

2.  In Todays Text, 1 John 1-10, we can see that John deals with both an Either/Or situation (The 

Science) and Degrees of Maturity (The Art) 

 



 A.  This Text was written well after His Gospel. 

  1)  John was the only disciple to die a natural death. 

  2)  He was sentenced to the Island of Patmos for the rest of his life.  

  3)  He had matured over time and now was dealing with the community of faith as a whole 

and not just an individual church. 

  4)  In 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John he writes as a Father figure to them. 

 

3.  Let’s begin with first with Verses 5-10 

 

 A.  If you listen closely, you can Hear the Either/Or Conditions he uses. 

  1)  Things are positioned in an “Either/Or” situation. 

  2)  This concept deals with Justification. 

    -  This is “The Science of Faith” which is more institutional in nature. 

   -  This points to the “Letter of Law” 

  3)  In terms of Justification, you can’t be “sort of” a Christian. 

   -  You can’t be sort of pregnant.  

 

 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 

claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 

 B.  Did you Hear the Terms John Highlights. 

  1)  Light vs dark 

  2)  Lie vs Truth 

  3)  Fellowship with God vs The World 

  4)  Forgiveness vs unforgiven 

  5)  Righteousness vs Unrighteousness 

  6)  The word in us vs The word not in us. 

 

 C.  So now the Question Becomes “But how do I make sure that  I’m in the Right Category and 

how do you Remain There? 

  1)  The answer is found in what we call Sanctification, which happens after Justification. 

  2)  Sanctification deals with degrees of maturity or growth after you have become a believer 

in Jesus Christ. 

 

4.  Now let’s go back to Verses 1-4 

 

 A.  Can you Hear the Progression. It’s how Maturity is Developed. 

  1)  This is “The Art of Faith”  which is Relational 

  2)  It is the Spirit of the Law. 

  3)  The is Art and Science to most things. Even in scripture. 

  4)  Even in your relationship to God 

  5) Both are necessary but if you have to choose one first, choose relationships or the Art of 

God. 

 

 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 

the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may 



have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write 

this to make our joy complete. 

 

 B.  Verses 1 to 4 talks Primarily about the Concept of Maturity. 

  1)  There is always the Art vs Science concept.         

  2)  It is Relational vs Institutional. 

  3)  That’s why we are called the Body of Christ and not the Business of Christ.   

   -  In verses 1-4 it is the Art in Nature, the Spirit of the Law 

   -  In verses 5-10 it is Science in Nature, it is institutional 

  4)  The Letter kills, but the Spirit makes alive. 

 

 C.  In the Physical World, Growth happens whether you want it or not. In the Spiritual World, 

Growth only happens when you Seek it. 

  1)  We are to “Seek first the kingdom of God”. 

  2)  This isn’t an automatic. It only happens when you act upon it. 

 

 D.  The World also has an Either/Or Model as well as a Progression Model. 

  1)  Earthly examples of Progression; 

   -  Electricians 

    Apprentice, Journeyman, Electrician, Foreman 

   -  The Military 

    Airman Basic, AIC, Sargent, Lieutenant, Captain, Major, Colonel, General  

   - Family Dynamics 

    Father, Mother, Parents, Children, Relatives, Adopted Son vs Natural Born 

Son 

     - Caesars wanted to adopt their next ruler 

     -  According to John, we are the adopted sons of God 

    John 1:12-13 

    12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a  

     husband’s will, but born of God. 

  2)  School is another Example of Progression  

   -  Kids go to school and then graduate from grade to grade 

   -  We think that each year in church we are 1 year more mature.  Not so. 

   -  Attendance doesn’t mean Intelligence. 

    -  Some kids have perfect attendance but are dumb as a rock. 

    -  Some kids are 14 years old and are already in college. 

  3)  This Principle also Applies to the Church 

   -  If you have been in church for 50 years, you should be very well versed in 

scripture and know how to apply it to life. 

   -  Sadly that’s not the case. 

   -  Some people have been in church their whole life and are still spiritual babies. 

  4)  So what makes the difference. 

   -  It’s your Desire to Grow that makes the difference. 

 

 Illustration 

 2 Boys who were chasing a foul ball. The first kid to arrive had been to many games before. He 

wanted the foul ball. Who wouldn’t. As he reached for the ball that came to rest under an empty seat, another 

 hand stretched out and scooped it up first. This was the kid’s first game ever as he came from a poor 

family. While the first boy wanted the ball, the second boy had to have it. That’s what desire produces. 

 

5.  God always wants a deeper relationship with each of us 

 



 A.  The Progression is found in Verse 1. He is a Personal God. 

  1) We  have Heard (outside of us) 

  2) We have Seen with our eyes (outside of us)  

  3) Which we have Looked at / with desire (which is inside of us, it’s personal) 

   -  “Looked at” is literally to gazed upon;  

   -  We get our word theater from the original word.  

   -  To look at saves; To gaze upon sanctifies. 

  4)  And our hands have Touched (which is also inside of us, it’s personal) 

  5)  Once the relationship becomes personal there is The proclamation 

  6)  And The prize is found in Verse 3 which is Fellowship with God 

 

 B.  So there Needs to be a Progression if we Desire Maturity . 

  1)  And your Maturity will bring forth a Proclamation of Faith.  

  2)  And finally, the prize which is fellowship with God and others. 

 

6.  John says that he has gazed on Christ in verse 1. This was a life long relationship that developed over 

time. 

  

 A.  What, then, is the Difference between “Seeing Christ” and “Gazing upon Him”?  

  1)  In the Greek, the verb for “to see” simply means to see with physical sight.   

  

  2)  While the verb “to gaze” means to gaze at someone or something until the significance of 

that person or thing has been grasped.  

  3)  This takes time and desire to accomplish it. 

 

 B.  So when Jesus was Speaking to the Crowds about John the Baptist,  

  1)  He asked: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? (gaze)   

  2)  And in that word, he describes how the crowds flocked to gaze at John, and wonder who 

and what this man might be.     

  3)  Also speaking of Jesus in John 1:14 John says, “We beheld his glory”.  

  4)  The verb is once again “to gaze upon” and the idea isn’t that of a passing glance but of a 

steadfast searching gaze, which seeks to discover something of the mystery of Christ. 

 

7.  Here are Some of Jesus’ Names. They Never Change. He is our Prize as well as our Goal 

Prince of Peace, Might God, Wonderful Counselor, Holy One, Lamb of God, Prince of Life, Lord God 

almighty, Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Root of David, Word of Life, Author and Finisher of our Faith, 

Advocate, The Way, Dayspring, Lord of All, Son of God, Shepherd and Bishop of our Souls, The Truth, 

Savior, Chief Cornerstone, King of Kings, Righteous Judge, Light of the World, Head of the Church, Morning 

Star, Son of Righteousness, Lord Jesus Christ, Chief Shepherd, Resurrection of Life, Horn of Salvation, 

Healer, The Alpha and the Omega. 

 

 A.  Now the New Testament contains over 175 Names, Descriptive Titles, and Figures of Speech 

referring to Christians, Applicable to both the Individual and the Group. 

  1)  These names are rich in theological detail.  

  2)  The giving of personal names in biblical times often signified a religious conviction about 

their themselves. 

  3)  Also the giving of Christian names expresses something about what God has done, is 

doing, and will do in and through them.  

  4)  The giving of Christians names involves Maturity  

 

 B.  Here are some Names of Christians. These are Things we Grow Into. 

Saved Forever by Grace, Forgiven, Accepted, Beloved of God, Servants of the Most High, New Creatures, 

Dead to Sin, Alive to God, Walking in the Newness, Baptized into Jesus Christ, The Temple of the Holy Spirit, 



Clothed with Christ, Holy, Blameless, Whole, At Peace with God, Christian, Born Again, Partakers of the 

Divine Nature, Empowered by God, Children of Promise, One in Him, The Body of Christ, Sated in Heaven, 

Kingdom Citizens, A Royal Priesthood, Vessels of Honor, Salt of the Earth, Light of the World, Soldiers of 

Christ, Fishers of Men, Ministers of Reconciliation, Victorious. 

 

 C.  Our Names really Refer to our Union with God and Christ.  

  1)  They describe a vertical relationship which describes our relationship and standing with 

God and Christ. 

  2)  Our names are also associated with our Christian Life and Conduct.    

  

  3)  According to the New Testament, moral purity is a distinguishing feature of Christian life 

and conduct.  

  4)  Our names also indicate a number of important responsibilities we have.  

  5)  As priests, believers are to offer themselves continually in spiritual service and worship to 

God.  

  6)  Believers are to love the lost.  

  7)  Christians are servants of the gospel, chosen instruments taking the gospel to the whole 

world.  

  8)  As ambassadors of Christ we serve as Christ's representatives through whom Christ (and 

God) delivers his message of reconciliation to the world. 

 

8.  John’s Message of Jesus Christ has Three Great Things to say.  

 

 A.  Maturity Only Happens when you “Gaze" at Jesus Christ   

  1)  First, he says that Jesus was from the beginning.  

   -  That is to say, in him eternity entered time; in him the eternal God personally 

entered the world of men.      

  2)  Second, that entry into the world was a real entry. 

   -  And Jesus Christ was both God and Man.  

  3)  Third, through that action of the Incarnation there came to men, the word of life.    

   -  That word of life, Jesus Christ, can change death into life and mere existence into 

real living. 

 

 B.  All of this is Relational.  It’s the “Art” of the Gospel. 

 

 C.  A Man's own Character will necessarily be Determined by the Character of the god whom 

he Worships.  

  1)  Therefore John begins by laying down the nature of the God and Father of Jesus Christ 

whom Christians worship.  

   2)  John proclaims that God is light, and there is no darkness in him.    

   -  God is self-revealing.  

   -  God’s is pure and holy.  

   -  In God there is guidance.  

   -  God is the God who reveals all things 

 

 D.  And the Payoff is Fellowship with God and Others of Like Mind or Desire.  

  1)  God wants us to be one with Him.  

  2)  That’s why when Philip asked Jesus to show him the Father. 

   Jesus answered, “I am in the Father and the Father is in me. and we are One. And the 

day will come when I will be in you and you will be in me, and we shall be one. 

 

9.  Currently, we are all Concerned about the Coronavirus or COVID 19. 

 



 A.  We are all Seeking Remedies or Strategies to Overcome this Disease. 

  1)  We are wondering what life will be like in the future.  

  2)  While all this is important, it never address our bigger problem.   

  3)  The disease of sin. 

   -  It is sin that separates us.  

   -  It is sin that robs us of our health.  

   -  It is sin that destroys our life.  

   -  It is sin that is the real enemy of the soul. 

 

 B.  The Prescription, the Remedy, is the Blood of Christ.   

  1)  Better that any mask.  

  2)  More efficient than a ventilator.  

  3)  And when we ask for forgiveness, the Holy Spirit or God’s ventilator, comes to us a 

breathes life into our soul.  

  4)  And then we can have that wonderful, life affirming, all eternal communion with our Lord 

and Savior. 

 

 C.  Jesus proclaimed in Revelation 1 that “Behold, I was alive, and then died but am now alive 

forevermore.”     

  1)  He is the cure for what spiritually ails you.  

  2)  Take him in. Desire Him. 

  3)  He is Medicine for you; Your Body, Your Soul and Your Spirit.  

 


