
Sermon Notes “Beautiful Acts” 
Mark 14:1-9 

Jesus Anointed at Bethany 

April 5, 2020 
 

Introduction 

 

 This is Palm Sunday and most of the time you will hear a sermon on either the events that occurred on 

Palm Sunday or the Last Supper (Thursaday Night) as these two events happened in the same week. This 

causes pastors to make a decision to either focus on one or the other, or even harder, to combine the two events 

into one sermon. That’s very difficult to do as they have different themes and circumstances. So this week I 

want to focus on someone who demonstrated what Jesus was after all along, deep and true worship of Himself. 

 The people who praised Him on Sunday were the same ones who cried out “Crucify Him” on Friday. 

Obviously they didn’t get it. They wanted a Savior to get rid of the Romans, but Jesus loved the Romans as He 

does everyone, and He was willing to die for their sins too. He wanted to be their Savior, something the Jews 

who were in bondage to the Roman Empire could not fathom. 

 But during Jesus’ ministry there were devoted followers who supported Him. They let Jesus say at 

their house. They fed Him. They financially supported His cause. They were “all in”. One such family was 

Lazarus and his two sisters Mary and Martha. They followed Jesus through His ministry right up to the 

crucifixion. They prepared His body for His burial. The women, including Mary and Martha were the first to 

arrived to the tomb to finish anointing Jesus’ body for His burial. Today’s sermon is going to focus on Mary 

(we get her name in John’s Gospel) and her undying love and worship for Jesus Christ. 

 

      Illustration 

 

 There is a story of a child who was slow in learning and did poorly in her first grade in school. 

However, when she started grade 2, her grades started to improve dramatically. The reason: her new teacher, 

on the first day of school, would call every student close to her, and whisper something nice into their ear. 

When this particular child came up to the teacher, she apparently whispered into the child’s ear, “I wish I had a 

child like you”. That beautiful thought had a huge impact on the child & it reflected in her studies from there 

on! 

 

 

Mark 14:1-9 

 1 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the 

festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.” 

 3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with 

an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his 

head. 

 4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It 

could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her 

harshly. 

 6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 

7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always 

have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 

9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, 

in memory of her.” 

 
1.  Today, I would like to challenge you to start doing “Beautiful Acts for God” just like Mary did in the 

text. 



 

 A.  Today’s text tells the story of a lady, (Mary) who anointed the Lord Jesus in the home of one 

Simon the leper.  

 

 B.  In response to what she did, Jesus said “She has done a beautiful thing to me” (Verse 6).  

 

2.  You will notice that there are 5 things in the text concerning ‘Doing Beautiful Acts for God’.  

      

 A.   A Beautiful Act for God will not count the cost. 

  1)  This lady gave what was probably one of her most prized possessions.  

   -  The scripture says that she brought an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, 

made of pure nard (Verse 3)  

   -  Verse 3 also says that she broke the jar and poured the perfume on Jesus’ head.  

   -  Verse 5 says that the value of the perfume was equal to more than a year’s wages!  

   -  Apparently, nard was a very expensive perfume brought mainly from India.  

  2)  She did not count the cost in what she did and Jesus said, “She has done a beautiful thing 

to me” (Verse 6). 

  3)  Likewise, if we are to do beautiful things for God, we should not count the cost but go the 

extra mile in order to honor His name and to bless others.  

  4)  This may include giving of ourselves, our ministry, our time and our money, without 

counting the cost.  

  5)  When we do beautiful acts for God, we should not count the cost. 

 

 B)  A Beautiful Act for God will flow from a heart of humility. 

  1)  The Bible says that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble”.  

  2)  This lady showed deep humility in what she did.  

  3)  Firstly, in verse 3, she poured the perfume on Jesus’ head, and according to John 12:3, she 

poured it on His feet, and wiped His feet with her hair.  

   -  Apparently, at that time, a woman with loose hair in public, reflected a bad image, 

but she didn’t seem to mind.  

   -  Also, only servants normally touched feet, but once again, she was humble enough 

to do it.  

   -  As a result, Jesus said, “She has done a beautiful thing to me”. 

  4)  When we do a beautiful act for God with humility, lives can be touched and changed 

forever. 

 

 C) A Beautiful Act for God can be criticized. 

  1)  Verses 4 and 5 says, that people began to criticize this lady harshly for her beautiful act.  

  2)  In Matthew’s Gospel they are identified as the disciples, while John 12:4 specifically 

identifies Judas as the main culprit!  

   -  The money was more important to him than the Lord being honored! 

  3)  Likewise, when we do beautiful things for God,  there may be people around who will try 

to show that we have ulterior motives in what we do.  

   -  In many countries, when Christians help those in need, they are accused of trying 

to convert people unethically.           

          -  Such critics would 

rather have such needy people continue to live in their misery and poverty!  

  4)  We should continue to do beautiful acts for God and not get discouraged, especially when 

criticism is thrown at us. 

 

 D)  A Beautiful Act for God should eventually points people to Christ’s death. 

  1)  Jesus mentioned that the perfume was poured on His body beforehand  to prepare for His 

burial (Verse 8).  



  2)  What she did pointed to Christ’s soon coming sacrifice.  

  3)  All she wanted was to bless the Lord. 

  4)  Every time we do something to point people to the cross and our Lord’s sacrifice, we are 

doing something beautiful.  

  5)  Every time we do something to bless the name of our Lord, we are doing something 

beautiful. 

  6)  Illustration: 

   -  At the age of 12 when I was at a Christian Summer Camp, my counselor showed 

me the way to the cross of the Christ and my life has never been the same again,  

    thanks to His saving grace! I can’t remember his name but I will never 

forget who he introduced me to; Jesus Christ , my Lord and Savior 

  7)  Will you do a beautiful act for God this week by guiding someone to the cross? 

 

 E)  A Beautiful Act for God will not be forgotten. 

  1)  The Lord said, “wherever the Gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done 

will also be told, in memory of her” (Verse 9). 

  2)  What a wonderful testimony to leave behind! 

  3)  On the hundreds of times this text has been preached, this lady’s beautiful act has not been 

forgotten!  

  4)  While I believe that God blesses our acts often, in this lifetime,  even if nothing significant 

happens on this earth, our reward is assured in Heaven, because  He will not forget the beautiful things  

   we do to glorify Him.  

  5)  The greatest reward we will receive is when Jesus says, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant”. 

   -  So, keep on doing ‘beautiful acts for God’. 

   -  This lady is remembered for her beautiful act.  

   -  What will you be remembered for? 

 

3.  We should also remember the Example of Dorcas 

 

 A.  In the Book of Acts, Chapter 9, verses 36-42, there’s a challenging story about another lady 

named Dorcas.  

 

 B.  Verse 36 says that, Dorcas was “always doing good and helping the poor”.  

 

 C.  When she became sick and died, an urgent message was sent to Peter who was nearby, to 

come at once (Verse 38).  

 

 D.  When Peter arrived, all the widows for whom Dorcas had done beautiful things, surrounded 

Peter and showed him the robes and clothing that Dorcas had made for them (Verse 39).  

  1)  As they cried and spoke, something stirred within Peter as he reflected on the beautiful 

acts of Dorcas, and the end result was that God gave him the faith to raise this lady of beautiful acts,   

   from the dead.  

  2)  I guess we could say that her beautiful acts were not forgotten either by the widows or by 

the Lord! 

 

4.  There was a Missionary John Paton was buried in the area where he ministered for the Lord, with 

large numbers of people turning to Christ as their Savior. 

 

 A.  These words were apparently engraved on his tombstone.  

  1)  “Here lies John Paton. When he arrived there were no Christians, only heathen. When he 

left, there were no heathen, only Christians”! 

 



 B.  That’s what he was remembered for! 

 

 C.  When we partake of Communion we say to “Do this in remembrance of Christ Jesus”  

 

5. Conclusion  

 

 A.  In closing, let me challenge you to do at least one “beautiful act for God” this week!  

  -  This may be difficult as we are all confined to our homes 

  -  So be creative. You can still call, text, email and even more so, pray 

 

 B.  Easter is right around the corner. 

 

 C.  People are aware of the holiday, but will see and remember Christ in your actions 

 

 D.  So when yo go out into the world 

  1)  Do not count the cost. Jesus already paid the price for you. 

  2)  Let what you do flow from a heart of humility. That’s how they will see Christ. 

  3)  Handle any criticism gracefully just as Christ did. 

  4)  Point people, whenever possible, to the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. and know that 

  5) Your acts will not be forgotten by the Jesus or others. 

 

 E.  Let me close with a quote. 

 

  “When you were born, you were crying, while everyone around you was smiling.  

  Live your life in such a way that when you die, you’re the one who’s smiling, while everyone 

around you is crying!’ 

 

  God bless you! 

 


