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What People in Scripture did when They were Isolated 

The Stoning of Stephen 

 

 While the story of Stephen isn’t really about someone being in isolation, 

Stephen is alone against the religious leaders. How he handled himself is an 

awesome statement about his faith in and relationship with Jesus Christ. First of all 

Stephen was chosen along with 6 other men to be deacons or overseers of a the 

local church. Stephen had 2 things in his favor. These are the things you will need 

when you find yourself in times of trouble or tribulation. It was that he was 1) 

FULL of FAITH and the 2) HOLY SPIRIT. These two things, will carry you 

through the valley of the shadow of death. 

 

 Acts 6:3-5, 8-10, 12,15 

 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known 

to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 

4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full 

of faith and of the Holy Spirit; 

 

 Now that we know what Stephen had, we now get to see what Stephen did. 

Faith without works is a dead faith. We now see that Stephen also had God’s grace 

and power. Stephen didn’t put these things on the shelf only to gather dust. He put 

them to use and he did them among the people. That’s why God gives us grace and 

power, to operate them in the world for God’s glory. 

 

 8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great 

wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from 

members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene 

and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue 

with Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave 

him as he spoke. 

 

 12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. 

They seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 

 

 15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and 

they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

 



 So here is where Stephen got into trouble with the High Priest and the 

Sanhedrin. 

 

Acts 7:1-3, 51-60 

 1 Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?” 

 2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory 

appeared to our father Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he 

lived in Harran. 3 ‘Leave your country and your people,’ God said, ‘and go to 

the land I will show you.’ 

 

 From verses 4-50 Stephen gives a long and historical review of the Jewish 

people and their relationship to God. He goes from Abraham to Joseph to Moses. 

He then goes from the law and the covenant the people made with God. He also 

talks about sacrifices and offerings. He then concludes with the High Priest and the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. 

You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there 

ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who 

predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 

murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was given through 

angels but have not obeyed it.” 

 54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and 

gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 

heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God.” 

 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, 

they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. 

Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

 In the text we find the grim reality that people with evil intentions can 

commit terrible crimes. The stoning of Stephen was the first recorded murder of 

someone in the early church of Christ. Stephen’s speech to the religious leaders of 

his day was a powerful summary of God’s loving-kindness toward his people, but 

it was also a clever way of turning the accusers’ charges against them.  



 At this, the crowd becomes an angry mob that drags Stephen out of the city 

and begins to stone him. Why does the crowd become so violent? When Stephen 

says he sees heaven open and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, that means 

Jesus is in the place of ultimate authority. And the leaders who wanted Jesus dead 

and gone cannot bear to hear this testimony, so they rush to silence Stephen by 

killing him. In the midst of his suffering, Stephen prays. The link between Stephen 

and Jesus is clear and dynamic. His words are similar to some words Jesus said 

while he was suffering on the cross (Luke 23:46), and also see Psalm 31:5. And 

because of the link between Jesus and Stephen, the testimony of Stephen 

continues. A martyr’s death continues the work of God. 

 On the sidelines in this story we meet someone else whose life will be 

changed by an encounter with Jesus. Saul, a young leader who approves of this 

stoning, will one day understand how Stephen’s prayer, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them,” was answered that day. 

 Stephen passionately drew his listeners’ attention to the history of Abraham, 

Joseph, and Moses, and as he did that he showed how the accusers incriminated 

themselves as they repeatedly resisted the work of the Holy Spirit. Then, furiously, 

these religious leaders exposed their bias against Christ and murdered Stephen.  

 How could the high priest and the other leaders be so blind and so cruel?  

Their hearts of stone led them to cast stones. Though his stoning was undeserved, 

Stephen showed that he had a heart filled with the Spirit of God. Nothing, not even 

stoning, could stamp out the Spirit-filled, Christlike trust that Stephen 

demonstrated. 

 It is noteworthy to see how God stands by his faithful martyr here. Stephen's 

eyes are opened, even in the presence of the council, and he sees the Lord Jesus 

standing at the right hand of the Father. And now Stephen sees Jesus who is 

standing and not sitting, waiting to step out and receive him in a few moments, 

when he will be taken out of the city and stoned to death. This is the reality that 

greets the eyes of those who fall asleep in Jesus, and Stephen sees it. Stephen says 

with confidence, “Lord, receive my spirit, and do not hold this sin against them.” 

When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 So here is the takeaway for us today from the story of Stephen. One is that 

we need to be prepared before we go into battle. As they say for a boxer, when the 

bell rings in the first round and the fight begins, it’s no time to begin training. 

Preparation is essential to any plan. Jesus tells us to figure out how much building 

materials we have before we begin building. The same goes for any general. He 

must count the troops before he goes into battle. So it is with us. Take inventory of 

your life, and if there is any deficiencies then replenish or repair them first. You 

will need them as the enemy will push you to the limit before he is defeated. 



 Second, the greatest resource you will need is Jesus Himself. So when you 

feel alone, know that Christ is very much present and has given you the Holy 

Spirit, not only as protection but for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 

 And finally, when Stephen “fell asleep” that is theological terminology for 

dying. But for Christians, when we die, it is the grand entrance into heaven where 

Jesus Himself will greet you and then begins the great and glorious celebration of 

the Bride coming home to her groom, Jesus Christ. 

 Anyone who is in love and is separated from their loved one, knows that 

they are consumed with them. All they do is think about them, make plans for 

when the reunion comes, and what they will do once reunited. So it was with 

Stephen, and so it is with those who believe and trust in Christ’s promise “I will 

never leave you or forsake you.” Amen.  
 


