
 

Sermon Notes May 13, 2018 
The Sufficiency of the Scriptures 

 

Review the Story of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

 

1.  Besides Evangelism, What’s the Other Underling Point of This Story? 

 

A.  Why does Luke Include this Story in the Book of Acts?   

1)  Scripture Equips Us for Every Good Work. 

2)  The Story of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch Teaches Us One of the Ways God uses to Evangelize the 

World.   

3)  Jesus already Gave us a Command about the Great Commission. 

 

 

B.  Evangelism is God’s Idea  

1)  We Need to Listen to the Holy Spirit when He Tell us to “Do Something” Particularly When it is 

Something We Would Never Think of Doing on Our Own.  2)  Philip did Not Know Where the Spirit was 

Moving Him or Why. 

3)  There are At Least 18 Different Times of the Extraordinary Guidance of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts 

concerning Evangelistic Strategy.  

4)  And Evangelism Isn’t Limited to the Book of Acts. 

5)  We Know the Great Commission still Stands Today. 

 

2.  But the Command to Evangelize Comes from Scripture, Which Also Reveals who Jesus Christ Really 

Is. 

 

 

A.  Within Christianity there is the Doctrine of the “Sufficiency of the Scriptures”  

1) The Doctrine of the Sufficiency of Scripture is a Fundamental Tenet of the Christian faith.  

-  To say the Scriptures are Sufficient means that the Bible is All we need to equip us for a life of faith and 

service.  

-  The Bible provides a clear demonstration of God’s intention to Restore the Broken Relationship between 

Himself and Humanity through His Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior through the gift of faith.  

- No other writings are necessary for this Good News to be Understood, nor are any other writings required to 

equip us for a life of faith. 

2)  When discussing Scripture, Christians are referring to both Old and New Testaments.  

-  The Apostle Paul declared that the Holy Scriptures  

“are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).  

-  If Scripture is “God-breathed,” then it is not man-breathed, and, although it was penned by men, those  

“men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).  

-  No man-made writing is sufficient to equip us for every good work; only the Word of God can do that.  

-  Furthermore, if the Scriptures are Sufficient to Thoroughly Equip us, then Nothing More is Needed. 

3)  Colossians 2 deals with the Dangers a Church faces when the Sufficiency of Scripture is challenged and 

merged with non-biblical writings,  
    full of ungodly theology and concepts.  

-  Paul warned the church at Colosse:  



“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy,which depends on human 

tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ” (Colossians 2:8).  

-  Jude says it even more specifically when he writes,  

“Although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to 

contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 1:3).  

-  Notice the phrase “once and for all.”  

-  This makes it clear that no other writings, no matter how godly the pastor, theologian, or denominational 

church they may come from,  

are to be seen as equal to or completing the Word of God.  

-  The Bible is All that is Necessary for the Believer to understand the character of God, the nature of man, and 

the doctrines of sin, heaven, hell, and salvation through Jesus Christ.  

-  Paul’s words to the Galatians indicate the seriousness of delivering a message outside the Bible:  

“If we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospelother than the one we preached to you, let him be 

eternally condemned!” (Galatians 1:8). 

4)  Perhaps the Strongest Verses on the Issue of the Sufficiency of the Bible come from the Book of Psalms.  

-  In Psalm 19:7-14, David rejoices in God’s Word, declaring it to be perfect, trustworthy, right, radiant, 

enlightening, sure and altogether righteous. 

 

-  READ other verses about the Sufficiency of the Scriptures (found at the end of notes) 

 

 

5)  The Sufficiency of Scripture is Under Attack Today. 

-  But Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me” (John 10:27).  

-  His voice is All we Need to Hear and the Scriptures are His voice, Completely and Utterly Sufficient. 

 

B.  And Within the Doctrine of the  “Sufficiency of the Scriptures” we find 2 Important Facts   

1)  Scripture Gives Us All the Authoritative Truth We Need to be Saved and Then to Spiritually Grow 

2)  Scripture Also Gives Us All the Authoritative Truth We Need to Now make Good Judgments about what is 

Right and Wrong. 

 

C.  But the “Sufficiency of Scriptures” does Not Mean that God   

      1)  cannot Speak to Us through Nature  

2)  or that he cannot Speak to Us through Our Human Conscience  

3)  or that he cannot speak to Us through the Gifts of Prophecy and Wisdom 

 

D.  What the “Sufficiency of Scripture” Does Means is that Nature, Our Own Conscience or even 

Spiritual Gifts are not Sufficient on Their Own  

      to Save Us or Nurture Us or Guide Us. 

 

 

E.  But Rather, the Scriptures are Sufficient, in the Sense that they Give to Us the Only Authoritative 

Rule for Assessing the Other Kinds of Revelations.  

 

EX:  The United Methodist Quadrilateral 

1) Scripture, 2) Reason, 3) Tradition and 4) Experience 

 

The Upside Down 3 Legged Stool;  

Scripture is the Seat. The others are the Legs 

Scriptures are primary and they guide the others areas. Reason, Tradition and Experience can not guide 

Scripture  

 

3.  I am Sure that Most of Us have a Long Way to Go in Simply Obeying what we Know to be Right in 

our Everyday Life.  



 

 

A.  But it would be a Mistake to say that we Must Arrive at Perfection in One Area Before we take Steps 

in Another Direction.   

1)  I believe God may be Offering Breakthroughs in Your Life and in the Life of Our ChurchEspecially in the 

Ministry of Evangelism. 

2)  Acts 6:3 says that he along with the other six “deacons” Philip was “full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.”  

3)  And because Philip was full of the Spirit and Wisdom (probably from long meditation on the 

Scriptures), he was Alert to the Voice of the Lord when One Day the Holy Spirit said, “I have a divine 

appointment for you. Go south to the road that leads to Gaza.” 

 

B.  God is getting Breakthroughs around the World Toda by the Most Extraordinary Means.   

1) Steadfast, Day-by-Day Perseverance in the Ordinary Means of Grace is the Meat and Potatoes of the 

Ministry that keeps the People of God Fed and Growing. 2) But, just like in the Book of Acts, God is also 

Mingling in Breakthroughs all over the world by the Extraordinary Demonstrations of His Presence. 

 

 

The Sufficiency Of Scripture found in the Bible 

 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2 

"Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, so that you may 

live and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. "You 

shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the 

commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 

 

Joshua 1:7-8 

"Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 

commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 

"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then 

you will have success. 

 

Proverbs 30:5-6 

Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words Or He 

will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar. 

 

Jeremiah 26:2 

"Thus says the LORD, 'Stand in the court of the LORD'S house, and speak to all the cities of Judah who have 

come to worship in the LORD'S house all the words that I have commanded you to speak to them Do not omit 

a word! 

 

John 12:47-50 

"If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the 

world, but to save the world. "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; 

the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day. "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the 

Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 

 

Revelation 22:18-19 

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to 

him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this 

book. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%206.3
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Deuteronomy/4/1
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Joshua/1/7
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Proverbs/30/5
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Jeremiah/26/2
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/John/12/47
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/22/18


Galatians 1:6-9 

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different 

gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel 

of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 

preached to you, he is to be accursed! 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together 

to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or 

a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 

 

Romans 7:12 

So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

 

Psalm 19:7 

The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simple. 

 

Psalm 119:142 

Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth. 

 

James 1:25 

But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a 

forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 

 

Psalm 119:89 

Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. 

 

Matthew 24:35 

"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 
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