
Sermon Notes 04-14-21 
John 18:1-14 

 

1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side 

there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 

2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So 

Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they 

drew back and fell to the ground. 

7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 

8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened 

so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. 

(The servant’s name was Malchus.) 

11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” 

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound 

him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 

14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the 

people. 

 

 

1.  We come now to the eighteenth chapter of the gospel of John.  

A.  Jesus has finished his prayer which is His constant model for the intercession of His own.  

 

B.  In Jesus’ interceding for us at the Father’s throne, we find that we are secure. 

 

2.  Now we come to the dark, gloomy, and tragic part of Christ’s life.  

A.  Up to this point, He has been verbally criticized but He’s never been touched physically.  

1)  There have been men dogging His steps, wanting Him dead, but it never happened because His hour was 

not yet come.  

2)  This, however, is His hour.  

3)  And by God’s appointment, He will die at this Passover as God’s true Passover Lamb. 

 

3.  Rightly so, we look at this and we see the horror of these events. 

A.  The agony, the sweating blood, the anguish, the loneliness, the betrayal, the arrest, the injustice, the 

torture, and the execution by being nailed to a cross.  

 

B.  But John wants us to be certain of one thing. 

1)  Jesus is no victim. 

 

C.  We remember the purpose for John’s writing.  

1)  He gave it at the end of his wonderful gospel in chapter 20, and verse 31, He said this: “These have been 

written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing  

you may have life in His name.”  

2)  John’s purpose for writing is that you would believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed One, God’s 

Son incarnate, and that believing you might have life.  



3)  John has an evangelistic purpose, and necessary to that evangelistic purpose is the revelation of the glory of 

Christ. 

4)  Here in these events, maybe more clearly than anywhere else, we see the glory of the Son of God.  

 

D.  Jesus’ wondrous perfections shine through the ugliness, shine through the darkness, shine through 

the hatred, shine through the pain and suffering.  

1)  And we know because he is the Son of God.  

2)  Jesus has always demonstrated total control and that control continues in His arrest, in His mistreatment, in 

His unjust trial, in His execution, in His burial,  

in His resurrection, and all the way to His exaltation.  

 

E.  The hour has finally come.  

1)  In one sense, it is the worst hour; it is Satan’s hour.  

2)  In another sense, it is the best hour; it is God’s hour. 

 

F.  But it isn’t just Satan’s plot to kill Jesus,  it is God’s predetermined plan.  

1)  So here, God and Satan come together on the same person for two very different reasons, and it is God who 

triumphs.  

2)  Instead of debasing Christ, as the devil intended, Jesus is exalted in these scenes to the highest heaven.  

3)  His unbounded magnificence explodes on us in all these settings. 

 

4.  So Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, “went forth.” 

 

A.  This is His divine resolve, His divine determination, His divine courage.  

 

B.  Jesus moves to His own death.  

1)  He is undaunted.  

2)  He is unhesitating.  

3)  He is courageous.  

 

C.  And it is not just a physical death. 

1)  It is a death in which He will absorb all the wrath of God for all people through all of human history. 

 

D.  Jesus is totally pure.  

1)  He’s absolutely sinless, and He is now to be pounded by the fury of God over the sins of His people.  

2)  This takes infinite courage. 

 

5.  Many times before, Jesus had left Jerusalem and gone through what some call Stephen’s Gate, to go 

to Bethany,  

     because two miles beyond that wall was the little town of Bethany.  

 

A.  And that’s where His beloved friends Mary, Martha,  and Lazarus lived.   

1)  And often Jesus had spent time there and rested there. 

2)  It was there that Jesus could find comfort and care and safety and fellowship. 

 

B.  But it was too late for Bethany now.  

1)  He would not make that familiar walk around the edge of the Mount of Olives into the little village of 

Bethany to find the familiar home of His friends.  

2)  He would go rather into the fatal garden.  

3)  Jesus knew exactly what was awaiting Him.  

4)  Verse 4 says, “Jesus, knowing all things that were coming upon Him, went forth.”  

5)  This is resolve.  



 

 

6.  So they would have left Jerusalem by the gate, down the steep slope into the ravine that is the Kidron 

ravine  with a little brook running through it,  

      up the slope of the Mount of Olives,  to the familiar Garden of Gethsemane. 

 

A.  A symbolic reality must have faced Jesus when He crossed that little brook.  

 

1)  In the temple grounds, through that day and the next day, there was a massacre of lambs.  

2)  All the Passover lambs were being slaughtered, and their blood was running down the altar like a river, and 

it would run into channels, and those channels would take that blood out the back side  

of the temple mount, down the temple slope, into the very same Kidron brook.  

3)  It would be bright red with blood. 

 

B.  We don’t know the number of lambs slain at that Passover.  

1)  But there is a record of a Passover thirty years later, and there was 256,000 lambs were slaughtered.  

2)  It was a bloodbath.  

3)  You can imagine what the temple courts were like when the blood of all those lambs was flowing down the 

altar, down the channels, down the back, and into the Kidron.  

4)  And there was that Jesus stepped  across all that blood that cannot take away sins on the way to offer 

Himself as the only sacrifice who can. 5)  Surely His own sacrifice would be vividly in His mind. 

 

7.  Everybody went home that night but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  

 

A.  Remember He said, “The foxes have holes, the birds have nests but the Son of Man has no where to 

lay His head.”  

 

B.  So He went to the garden because it was a place familiar to Him, it was kind of a home.  

 

C.  It was also a place that He went to pray.  

1)  He couldn’t go to the home of Mary, Lazarus, and Martha to pray because they loved Him so much they 

would never leave Him alone.  

2)  So He would go to the Mount of Olives alone to pray.  

3)  And He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before He was arrested and sweat great drops of blood.  

4)  The disciples were supposed to pray with Him, but they were far away from where He actually was, 

sleeping. 

 

8.  The leaders of Israel wanted to get Him.  

 

A.  They wanted to get Him sooner, but they feared the people. 

 

B.  So Jesus made it easy for them.  

1)  Judas knew that’s where Jesus would be.  

2)  So Judas informed the authorities that He would be there, and that’s why Jesus went there.  

3)  He took His eleven with Him, which was risky.  

4)  But He took them with Him so that they might know that He was not seized as a helpless victim. But that 

they could see that He voluntarily gave up His life. 

 

 

C.  The Romans and the Jewish temple police have been gathered together with the elders and the chief 

priests, led by Judas.  

1)  It was a great multitude with swords and spears and clubs.  

2)  They come armed to the teeth. 



3)  So why would they arm themselves like that?  

-  Because earlier in the week, all by Himself, Jesus had run everyone out of the entire temple grounds. 

-  Hundreds of thousands of people.  

-  They knew the power of His person.  

-  They saw it at the beginning of His ministry. 

-  They saw it earlier that week. 

 

D.  This is really an amazing group.  

1)  Officers, that’s the temple police, the Jewish police. 

2)  And then it says there was a “detachment of soldiers”; and they were Romans.  

3)  A Roman cohort usually consisted of six hundred men.  

4)  So it could be as many as six hundred men, and add a few hundred of the temple police and a few others. 

5)  And maybe as the crowd moved through the darkness, they could have collected other people on the way.  

6)  You could have as many as a thousand people coming into the darkness of that little place. 

 

E.  And it wasn’t just a small detachment.  

1)  They had their full force under full command.  

2)  This was a recognition of Jesus’ power.  

3)  They’d seen it on display in the temple.  

4)  They knew that He had raised Lazarus from the dead.  

5)  They knew He was a miracle worker.  

6)  They were very aware of His power. 

7)  Such is the idiocy of fear and unbelief.  

8)  They send an army to take an unarmed Galilean carpenter and teacher. 

 

F.  It’s interesting that they had “torches.”  

1)  It just happens that at Passover time you have full moon.  

2)  Night is almost like daylight, yet they came “with...torches.” Why? 3)  Well, they made an assumption that 

He was going to run.  

4) It was an olive orchard.  

5)  And then there were trees everywhere beyond that.  

6)  The obvious reality was that, “We’re going to have to subdue Him. 7)  We have to be armed to the 

teeth, and anybody who tries to defend Him, then we’re going to have to hunt Him down.”  

8)  But that doesn’t happen. 

 

 

9.  And now we see the divine power of Jesus on display immediately.  

 

A.  He said to them in verse 4, “Whom do you seek?”  

1)  They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.”  

2)  He literally said to them “Ego eimi” which in the Greek means “I am!”.  

3)  It is the tetragrammaton, the name of God.  

 

B.  And when He said that to them, “they drew back and fell to the ground.”  

1)  All the hundreds of them collapsed in a heap on the ground. 

2)  These great, strong soldiers. 

3)  These angry, hostile, aggressive temple police.  

4)  The religious leaders, the chief priests.  

5)  They went down like dominos.  

6)  This is His power. 

 

C.  John, again, is not going to let us see Christ in any scene where He isn’t all glorious.  

 



1)  He gives the name of God.  

2)  He declares His deity.  

3)  All authorities and powers are literally falling backwards at the power of His name, at the command of one 

single, unarmed figure.  

4)  And they were armed to the teeth and ready for war.  

5)  He simply speaks the name of God and they collapse. 

 

D.  He is no victim.  

1)  He has complete control over them.  

2)  One word is enough. 

3)  There is power in His words.  

-  He created by a word.  

-  He can destroy by a word.  

-  He spoke and it came into existence.  

-  He will speak and it will all go out of existence.  

-  And while it’s in existence,  

He controls it with whatever He says.  

-  They fall helpless at His feet. 

 

E.  And here’s where we see the illustration of His prayer in Chapter 17. 

1)  “Therefore He again says to them, ‘Whom do you seek?’ and they said, ‘Jesus the Nazarene.’”  

2)  As they’re picking themselves up off the ground, He asks them the same question. He answered and said, “I 

told you that I am He.” 

 

F.  Here’s His point:  

1)  “So if you seek Me, let these go their way.”  

2)  He is saying, “You have no official warrant to arrest My disciples. 3)  That’s a formal declaration of the 

warrant that they had for the arrest of Jesus. That’s their orders. 

4)  Then He says, “Let these go their way.  

5)  Why is that an issue?  

-  Verse 9 explains: “To fulfill the word which He spoke.”  

-  Back in chapter 17, verse 12 in His prayer Jesus said, “Of those whom You have given Me, I lost not one.”  

-  So He protects them out of that love that He has for them, in a moment when if they had been taken 

prisoner they would have been lost. 

 

10.  Now Peter just should have stood there and said, “Wow, thank You, Lord.”   

 

A.  But, no. “Simon Peter has a sword.”  

1)  So he draws it and takes a whack at the head of Malchus,who’s just a slave for the high priest.  

2)  Malchus has got decent reactions. 

3)  He ducks and only loses an ear. 

 

B.  You know, we’re so much like Peter.  

1)  The Lord says to us, “I’ll protect you. I’ll protect you.  

2)  You don’t need to grab your own sword and hack your way through the world.  

3)  I’ll take care of you.  

4) And the Lord then performs the last miracle before the cross. 

-  An astounding miracle in front of the whole crowd.  

-  You’d think they’d all fall down again in worship. 

 

 

11.  Now that leads us to a final reality.  

 



A.  We’ve seen Jesus’ divine resolve and His divine power and His divine love.  

 

B.  Now His divine righteousness comes through in verse 11.  

1)  Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword away, Peter.”  

2)  You know what else Jesus said.  

-  He said “All they that take the sword shall perish by the sword.” 

 

C.  So what’s Jesus doing?  

1)  He’s upholding God’s law.  

2)  And what law is that?  

3)  It’s Genesis 9:6,  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%209.6

