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What People in Scripture did when they were Isolated 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace 

 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are figures from Chapter 3 of the Book of Daniel. They are three 

young Hebrew men thrown into a fiery furnace by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, when they refused to 

bow down to the king's image. The three young Hebrew men were preserved from harm, and the king actually 

saw four men walking in the flames, “the fourth ... like a son of God”. 
 

Here is a Summary of the Story 

 King Nebuchadnezzar set up a golden image in the plain of Dura (a word meaning simply "plain") and 

commanded that all his officials bow down before it. All who failed to do so would be thrown into a blazing 

furnace. Certain officials informed the king that the three Jewish youths Hanania, Mishael, and Azaria, who 

bore the Babylonian names Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and whom the king had appointed to high 

office in Babylon, were refusing to worship the golden statue. The three were brought before Nebuchadnezzar, 

where they informed the king that God would be with them. Nebuchadnezzar commanded that they be thrown 

into the fiery furnace, heated seven times hotter than normal, but when the king looked he saw four figures 

walking unharmed in the flames, the fourth “like a son of God.” Seeing this, Nebuchadnezzar brought the 

youths out of the flames and promoted them to high office, decreeing that anyone who spoke against God 

should be torn limb from limb. 

 

 So the question is, “What should we learn from the account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

especially from the perspective of being in isolation?” 

The primary lesson to gain from this story has to do about worship. You worship something greater than you. 

You give it “worth” because it is valued. You never worship someone below you. You can respect them, but 

worship should only go up. That is the first commandment; “Thou shall not have any other gods before me.” 

(Ex 20:1-4). 

 

 You may find it easy to worship God in a group setting like church or camp or some other corporate 

event. But when you are alone, that is when the essence of your worship is known. The three Jewish youths 

were tested in their worship when they came before Nebuchadnezzar. In essence they were asked, “To whom 

will you give your worship and where shall it be given.”  

 

 Here is Point Number One. Because their worship to Yahweh was a constant in their lives, whether 

they were in Israel or Babylon, they knew that God was present in their worship. Therefore God would be with 

them no matter where they would be; either in of out of the furnace.   

 

 Because of their refusal to obey the king’s decree to bow down to the idol, three charges were brought 

against them; 1) They paid no heed to the king and his commands, 2) they did not serve the king’s gods, and 3) 

they refused to worship the golden statue the king himself had set up. The penalty for their actions was death. 

Their response to the king was profound; “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you 
in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he 

will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not 

serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up” (Daniel 3:15-18). 



 

 Nebuchadnezzar was astonished by their faith in the one true God. At the very outset, their response in 

the moment of trial confirmed three things; 1) their unswerving conviction of the God of the Bible, 2) their 

confidence in the God who is who He says He is and will do what He says He will do, and 3) their faith as 

revealed by their reliance upon the only One who had the power to deliver them from evil. Their 

acknowledgment of God over the world’s most powerful king resulted in God’s supreme power being revealed 

to unbelievers. Their faith demonstrates that God is able to deliver us from our own problems and trials. 

 

 As believers, we know that God is able to deliver us from our trials and tribulations. However, we also 

know that He does not always do so. In Romans 5, it tells us that God may allow trials and difficulties in our 

lives to build our character, strengthen our faith, or for other reasons unknown to us. We may not always 

understand the purpose of our trials, but God simply asks that we trust Him, even when it is not easy. Job, who 

endured incredible pain, almost insurmountable agony and suffering, was still able to say, “Though He may 

slay me, yet will I hope in Him” (Job 13:15). 

 

 During this time of imposed Social Distancing, when we are supposed to remain in our homes and 

isolate ourselves from each other, there may be questions that will arise. How long will this last? Will I lose 

my job as a result of this? Do I have enough in savings to weather the storm? Where is God in all of this? I 

can’t even know how this will end, so I am in the same boat as all of you. But what I do now is what I have 

always done. I choose to worship God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. I have done this ever since I put 

my faith in Jesus Christ to be my Lord and Savior. That will never change. Not yesterday, not today and not 

tomorrow. I also know that God does not always guarantee that I will never suffer or experience death, but He 

does promise to be with me always. That is a promise not only to me, but everyone who trusts in Him. If we 

are all in the same boat, then Jesus in in there also. And it was Him would calmed the sea and stilled the storm. 

 

 So the First Point is to continue to worship God. Don’t let your faith be dictated by your 

circumstances but by your faith. The 3 Jewish young men are the blueprint, the guide for all of us. Luke 21:28 

tells us that “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption 

is drawing near.”  

 

 The Second Point I want to emphasize is that worship draws God closer to you. Your worship is a 

sweet aroma in His nostrils. It is an invitation to Him to gather closer to you. We should learn that in times of 

trial and persecution our attitude should reflect that of these three young men: “But even if he does not, we 

want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up” 

(Daniel3:18). Without question, these are some of the most courageous words ever spoken, particularly when 

facing death, and they said so because they knew that their God was greater, stronger, more caring and loving 

than any other god. He would be with them and their faith proved it. According to Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the 

evidence of things not seen and the substance of things hoped for.” The 3 Jewish young men, proclaimed their 

faith before they were thrown into the fire. That is how faith works. 

 

 So, when Nebuchadnezzar heard this praise towards Yehwah, the God of Israel, he cast them into the 

furnace, a furnace heated 7 times hotter than normal. Nebuchadnezzar was astonished that the fire did not 

consume Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He was even more amazed when he saw not three, but a fourth 

person with them: “Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are 

not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (Daniel 3:25). Jesus Himself said, “Do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Even if Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had to suffer a horrible, painful 

death in a burning oven, they refused to abandon God and worship an idol. This deep faith has been 

demonstrated innumerable times throughout the centuries by believers who have suffered martyrdom for the 

Lord. 

 

 The Third Point I want to highlight is that their faith didn’t begin when they faced the furnace. Their 

faith was foundation to them. It was a way of life. And because of that, it carried them through to the other end 
of the furnace. The point here is that, when we “walk by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7), there may be those times of 

fiery persecution, but we can be assured that He is with us (Matthew28:20). He will sustain us (Psalm 55:22 

and Psalm 147:6). He will ultimately deliver us. 

 



 The main takeaway from the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is that, as Christians, we will 

never be able to bring the world to Christ by becoming like it. It is light that should overpower darkness. As 

did these three men, we are to revealing to the world a higher power, a greater purpose, and a superior 

morality, than the world in which we live. If we are put before the fiery furnace, we can reveal the One who 

can deliver us from it. Remember the powerful, yet comforting words, of the apostle Paul: “Therefore we do 

not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our 

light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our 

eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 

Corinthians 4:16-18). 

 

 Our hope when experiencing illness, persecution, or pain lies in knowing that this life is not the end. 

There is life after death and it is eternal life, abundant life. That is His promise to all those who love and obey 

Him. Knowing that we will have eternal life with God enables us to live above the pain and suffering we 

endure in this life. 

 

Praise God, 

Pastor Dave 

 


